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Better Connecting the Inner West 

Our vision for transport to support more housing 

We're playing our part in solving Sydney's housing crisis, delivering new homes in a way that 

protects what makes the Inner West great. But more housing only works if the transport works 

too. The Inner West has a good transport foundation - metro, trains and light rail threading 

through our suburbs - but we need to build on it. 

As tens of thousands of new homes arrive on the streets we have, this vision makes our network 

work harder, so growth delivers better transport, not just fuller trains. 

That's why we're releasing our blueprint for how Inner West Council and the NSW Government 

can, together, keep our growing community moving. Just as we're making the most of our 

neighbourhoods to deliver more homes, we must make the most of our network to deliver more 

journeys. 

Our vision calls for: 

• Better buses - fast, turn-up-and-go services along Parramatta Road and Victoria Road, 

express buses through WestConnex and the Western Harbour Tunnel, and a brand-new 

link from Bays West to Sydenham that finally connects the north and south of the Inner 

West. 

• Better biking and walking - 3,000 new bike parking spaces, new cycleways linking riders 

to Metro stations, and the reopening of Glebe Island Bridge for a direct walk and ride to 

the city. We want cycling to work to double, and shared-bike use to grow by 200%. 

• Better light rail - more services and greater capacity on the L1, where peak demand is 

set to outstrip capacity very soon. 

• Better trains - more frequent T2 services at Croydon, Summer Hill, Lewisham, Petersham 

and Stanmore, meaning shorter waits and less crowding. 
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Better buses 
 

1. Parramatta Road Rapid Bus or Light Rail 

A new, frequent, high-capacity turn up-and-go bus or light rail service along Parramatta Road 

to tackle congestion, make housing feasible, and improve liveability. Operating between 

Burwood and the city this would give commuters a fast, reliable connection to the CBD and 

other key destinations. 

 

2. More and faster buses on Victoria Road  

Frequent, high capacity turn up and go bus services along Victoria Road, with dedicated lanes, 

relocation of bus stops, and traffic signal upgrades. This will improve journey times for residents 

travelling through the Rozelle Interchange corridor.  

 

3. Allowing buses in WestConnex and the Western Harbour Tunnel  

New express bus services through WestConnex and the new Western Harbour Tunnel to give 

residents a faster, congestion-free public transport connection between the Inner West and 

metropolitan Sydney. 

 

4. Ashfield Station to Five Dock Metro bus link 

A new transit link between Ashfield Station and the new Five Dock Metro Station will make it 

easier for residents to connect between Sydney Trains and the Metro network, reducing travel 

times and improving access to jobs, education and services across Sydney. 
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5. A New Bays West to Sydenham bus link  

A new rapid bus service linking the north and south of the Inner West from White Bay to 

Sydenham Station. No service like this currently exists. This new service would make it faster and 

easier to cross Parramatta Road and will help boost the usability of ferries, metro, light rail and 

rail services. It would mean that commuters no longer need to catch multiple buses to travel 

across the LGA. 

 

 

 

 

  



Better Connecting the Inner West 
Our vision for transport to support more housing    Page 5 of 7 

Better cycling and walking 

6. Cycling links to connect commuters to public transport 

 With three metro stations on the new Bankstown Line, and the Bays West station to open in 

2032, we need to scale up the supporting infrastructure to make these fast rail stations 

available to Inner West commuters.  

The large increase of cyclists using Sydenham Station has demonstrated the importance of 

infrastructure that makes it easier to ride to and from, and park at, transit stops. This includes 

pedestrian crossings, dedicated bike parking areas and secure facilities. Sydenham's bike 

storage facilities are already often at capacity, and with bike share proving hugely popular on 

top, hundreds of commuters now ride to the station each day. 

That’s why we’ve set a target to deliver 3,000 new bike parking spaces across the Inner West 

and want to see the uptake of cycling to work double and shared bike use increase by 200%. 

It's vital to invest in cycleways to improve connection to metro stops and other transit, 

including: 

• Sydenham Road Cycleway – from Wicks Park to Sydenham Metro Station 

• Johnston Street Cycleway – from Parramatta Road to Bays West Metro Station, and 
Glebe Island Bridge to the City 

• Parramatta Road adjacent Cycleway – running parallel to Parramatta Road (to its north) 

between Tebbutt Street and Pyrmont Bridge Road 

• Victoria Road Cycleway – running along Victoria Road from Iron Cove Bridge to the CBD, 
via the Bays West Metro Station and a reopened Glebe Island Bridge 
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7. Re-opening Glebe Island Bridge

Re-opening the Glebe Island Bridge to create a safe, direct walking and cycling route between 

the Inner West, Bays West and the CBD. 

After years of advocacy from Inner West Council, the NSW Government has agreed to this. 

Bringing the re-opening forward is essential to make the development proposed in the Bays 

Precinct feasible.  

8. Ashfield to Iron Cove GreenWay

Building on the extraordinary success of the original GreenWay, the Ashfield to Iron Cove 

GreenWay will create a second major active transport corridor across the Inner West, 

connecting residents to the Bay Run, local centres and Sydney's wider transport network. 
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Better light rail  

9. Inner West Light Rail (L1) Upgrade 

Currently at peak hour, light rail is operating at or near capacity. With the anticipated growth of 

commuters in the area, it is estimated demand will exceed capacity by more than 20% in the 

next 15 years.  As more housing is delivered along the light rail corridor, this demand could 

increase significantly. 

Upgrades to infrastructure and capacity on the Inner West Light Rail would include duplicating 

the track between Dulwich Hill and Dulwich Grove and adding more vehicles. This will increase 

service frequency and reliability between Dulwich Hill and Central. 

 

Better trains 

10.  Increased T2 services 

More frequent train services along the Inner West Line (T2)  at Croydon, Summer Hill, Lewisham, 

Petersham and Stanmore to support an increased population This will mean shorter waits, less 

crowding and more reliable journeys for residents. 
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