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1.0
INTRODUCTION

The School looking towards King Streat

This document examines the history and significance of the building and its use to
provide guidance lo the Trust on the future conservation and management of the
building. While the building is substantially intact, some unsympathetic changes have
occurred and adaptive re-use and revitalisation of the building and evolution of its use is
essential to its long term conservation and social value. It is alsc necessary to document
the history and heritage to accompany any application to Council to do work, or to
change the functions. It can also aid with inlerpretation and celebration of the history and
heritage.

It is currently a Heritage Item of Local significance on the recommendation of the 1997
Marrickville Heritage Study by Tropman and Tropman. The intactness and importance:
historical, architectural, and social of the School suggest it be evaluated within the
framework of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP).

2.0
THE HISTORY OF THE PLACE: NO 5 ELIZA STREET

The Archival documents discussed are located in Appendix B. This includes Chrys Meader's history of the School of
2020, from the first School in 1858 which became the Newtown Town Hall in Bedford St to the Newtown Work Men's
Inslitute in 1899 - 1911 which occupied the back gabled part. lo the new building compleled in 1818, The Ora
Histaries of key pecple connected 1o the School are located in Appendix C.

The Newtown School of the Arts

Schools of the Arts and Mechanics or Workmen's Institutes became common institutions
from the early nineteenth century. They were founded by citizens aimed at both providing
leisure and instruction and adult education, initially to young men and were in part trade
schools. They preceded the development of technical education. An import from the UK,
the first in NSW was the Sydney School of the Arts at 275 — 277 Pitt Street in 1833. This
is now a boutique hotel. Three prominent architects, Verge (1830), Bibb (1862) and
Backhouse (1878) were invclved in its development. The Sydney Mechanics Institute
founded in 1843 became the Sydney Technical College.
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These institutions spread through Sydney's suburbs and in towns from the later
nineteenth century into the twentieth. There were more than 40 in Sydney hy the early
twentieth century. Maost then went into decline with competition from Council services,
the development of public educatian, and private commaercial activities. Many were
acquired by Councils and used for a variety of purposes; many were demolished. Some
were recycled to new commercial uses or for residential.

The first Newtown Schoal of the Arts was functioning around 1858. Their first building
was built 1865 but was taken aver for the Town Hall in 1868. Two lstters about boys and
young men behaving badly outside the School of the Arts from 1863 are noted in the
City's Archives. Hence the School existed before 1865.The first hall mentioned in the
1912 Jubilee Souvenir Album of Newtown Council, was in 1861, located at 345 — 7 King
Street, opposite the Public School (the primary School). This indicates the close
association of the Schools with the Councils and with the local business elites and
worthy citizens.

The earlier School appears to have vanished without trace and is not mentioned when a
SchoolMVorkingman's Institute was proposed in 1893,

“NEWTOWN. |

e

Initially known as the Newtown Workingmen’s Inslitute they leased rooms in St George's
Hall and rapidly built a subscription list, particularly with a focus on billiards. This involved
many praminent local businessmen as well as Aldermen. They purchased No 5 Eliza
Street in 1911. Sands as well as the histories suggest that they were using buildings on
this site for ten years prior to this, with two five year leases. The back gabled part was
probably built just after 1890 in sandstock brick and the second somewhat later in
Sydney commons. The second was the billiard hall as it has foolings to support the
tables. The back part was probably used for games, cards etc. As it is sandstock brick it
is likely to be nineteenth century. perhaps the gabled hall at the back. Their use of the
site appears to be well established before purchase. These buildings are evidently earlier
than the main building built in 1918 but in planning from the time of purchase. They also
took over No 7. There is a pencil sketch plan of this building in the School's Archive. This
was prepared when valuations were being done for the resumption by the PMG in the
1950’s for the Telephone Exchange. Apart from the buildings at the rear it is likely that
they used the house in association with the School/\Workingmen's Institute, possibly as
the library component. Some of the Library stock is nineteenth century. There is a 1924
Catalogue of the Library. The library function died with the advent of Municipal libraries.

The Paper Records

The Indenture attached to the Old Systems Title confirms that the purchase to the School
was finalised in 1811.
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It was sold by Arthur A Wright to the Trustees of the School, then three Georges, George
Bertrand Edwards, George M Eaton, and George Foster Crozier.

Several histaries of the School have been written.

The 1912 Jubilee Souvenir Album for the Municipality of Newtown mentions the
inaugural meeting in 1899 to form a Workingmen’s Institute. However the Council were
more facussed on the erection of a Town Hall. As the most populous inner suburh,
Newtown was lagging well behind the other suburbs most of whom had built splendid
Town Halls in the 1880's boom period.

In discussing billiards, it mentions billiards had been played at the School of the Arts for
some years. A photo is included of an exhibition match at the School in 1910. It is a large
crowd and a large space. It was evidently not at 5 Eliza Street and it would seem likely
that it was in St George’s Hall?

Juss renche off- :
spihiear Ald. Jno. Salnion § nnl on rlg ¢ |
Aris lgogno. lnlmr KM' tdnc:‘ion . lrh:,n“& Mu{-or Morgan ; - lhdl;cxt ‘but one |hum-papuhr" Bob" Tollis, B.

Under lne heading of School of the Arts’ in the 1912 Album:

‘The Newfown School of the Arts is a deservedly popular institution. If appears from its
inception everything that was taken in hand by its organisers is crowned with success.
On August 24, 1899, a meeting was held in the Town Hall to take steps to form a
Newtown Workingmen's Institute.
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The Mayor (Alderman C H lbbotson) occupied the chair, and among those present and
who took a prominent part in the proceedings were: Alderman J Salmon, E W
Moleswaorth, Dr Spencer, the late G B Edwards, Dr Trindle, G B Edwards, G F Crozier,
and P R Macdonald.’

They unanimously decided to form the Institute and they elected office bearers including
Ald John Salmon as President. They started subscriptions including 130 half-crown
subscriptians. A manth later they had an official opening in St George’s Hall.

b

Celebrating the foundation of the School, this stane is now in the hall of the current School built in 1916 As they
leased 5 Cliza Street ten years prior they may have placed it somewnere in the building or pessibly at St George's Hall,
where they leased space

While there are various claimants for the revival of the School/formation of a Newtown
Workingmen's Institute, a meeting was convened on the 24 August 1899, reported under
the title of /ts Romantic Story’in the 1922 Newtown Diamond Jubilee Souvenir Album.
This fleshes out the story from the 1912 Album. This attributes to a Harry Chapple and
Sidney Simpson the idea of a ‘Master and Man Club — a place where they'd meet as pals
when work was done’. Alderman John Salmon was put forward as the President. Salmon
became the Mayar in 1900 for some years. The founding was celebrated by a banquet
for some 300 in September 1899. The photo shows a sea of male faces. A billiard table
was gifted and with 150 members accommodation was secured in St George's Hall. As
this was inadequate they leased space at 5 Eliza Street for five years, then extended for
a further five. The purchase was finalised in 1911 and it was re-named the Newtown
School of the Arts. It notes that there were now 250 members, with a large billiard hall at
the rear of the building, with five tables in use:
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‘The building Is in charge of a house steward, who keeps everything in apple-pie order.

The library contains over 2200 books of the most modern literature, in well kept condition
and is largely availed of. There are about 40 lady members associated with the lending
library, who pay a somewhat reduced subscription fee. It is open from 7 to 8.30pm. The
reading rooms are supplied with the daily papers, and a large number of popular
magazines from all parts of the world. Games of chess, cards, draughts, efc are provided
and there is an average daily aliendance at the rooms of aver 70 members. The rooms
are open from 2 to 10.30 pm.

It is in contemplation to entirely reconstruct the present building, and erect an imposing
two storey one, containing a number of classrooms, a leciure hall and library elc. Draft
plans are already prepared, and it is estimated the alterations will cast 1000 pounds’

It goes on to acknowledge the officers:

‘President G Foster, vice-Presidents W N Bull, J Chadwick, and J Solomon, trustees, G T
Crozier, G Eaton, C Grant, B Cranen and G Foster, tfreasurer H C Ealon, hon. secretary
John Harris, assislant secretary, W Martin; librarian, O W Collier; hon. Salicitor G
Baurne, committee of management, R Scoit, M A Foster, T A Hutchins, W Dunkiley, H
Makin, W Mcintyre, A Faster, R Steele. G F Desborough, C Newbury, J Long and A E
Bessley.'

At the same time there were many cther such community buildings in Newtown, lodges,
and clubs including the NSVV Railway and Tramway Recreation Club in O'Connell Street,
which also had a library and billiard hall with a miniature rifle range on its roof. This and
many cther such buildings survive including the ‘Qddrelfows’ Hall’ in Wilson Street and
the ‘Masonic Hall’ in Station Street, but they have mostly been converted to residential
use.

The 1922 ‘Municipality of Newtown Diamand Jubilee Album’
Under the heading ‘Newtown School of the Arts — its Romantic Stary by Arthur Crocker
seeks to put the record straight, including Crocker in the picture:
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‘Our School of the Arts has proved our only enduring and | venlure to assert, the chief
cenlre of recreation, and pleasure, and profit in the district (profit is not used in the
monetary sense). | think the time is fully come when its full story should be set aut in
permanent form. There are very few of its present members who were amang the
original members, and very few who know the story of its founding. For instance the
‘Founders Board' affixed to the main entrance is all wrong — all wrong. Some names
there were certainly on the first roll; but the Inslitution was well founded before the night
that first roll was commenced. Two names only shauld go on that board Harry Chapple
and Sidney Simpson. If any more at all, the two boys who helped them could be added.

The following are a few extracts from an article that | wrote for the "Sunday News' at the
beginning of the year, under the title ‘Founding Utopia’. (a few corrections are made
here and there; that arlicle was written from memory, this from notes kept at the time)

Sidney Simpson was propristor and boss of the Simpson Coachbuilding Works; Harry
Chapple was boss at another manufactory.

Oscar Reed and | worked for Harry. The four of us were oul at Sid Simpson's camp at
Part Hacking. They had been discussing the labaur troubles of the day. They were a pair
of kindly, good men, and always willing to lock at both sides of the thing.

Simpson had been saying that the master did not know the man. and the man never got
o kriow his master. They knew one another only in working hours. If there was some
way of getling them logether, as we were then — out of work hours at night, or when work
ended for the week — each would leam that the other wasn't half bad as he’d believed
him to be.

The writer from out the depth of wisdom that comes with 19 years of life, set about
explaining the antagonism between employer and employee was innate and beyond
being uprooted.

The great idea had birth in this discussion that followed — and the pair of them finished
by enroliing the pair of us in a working committee before we broke camp.

There was an ambilious scheme: found a ‘Master and Man Club' — a place where they’'d
meet as pals when wark was done. And how could the bass any more act in a heartless
fashion to the man that was his friend? And how could the man ever attempt working off
the ‘Govemment stroke’ and such — like tricks on his pals? It would be the beginning of
an end to all social and political strife, Simpson said, enthusiastically.

Simpson and Chapple started straightway — and alfotted us our tasks. They were fo
round up bosses; each of us had certain ‘firms’ fo wark ta get men. Simpson got
enrolment slips printed; and we started by enrolling one ancther. | have got my
enrolment slip beside me as | write, signed, Sidney Simpson, Member of Enrolment
Committee.

The next step was to officially launch the project. In this we were fortunate in securing
the intersst and service of John Salman, the ablest plafform speaker the district has

known. And on August 24 1899, a public meeting was held at which was formed the
Newtown Workingmen's Institute, with Alderman John Salmon as President.

he ritagesotutionS CMP Neviown School of Arls - 7 -
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Now many months of discussion and planning had preceded thal public meeling, and the
whole of the delails of our start decided upan (which plans and details were adopled and
put info effect later without a single alferation). Mr Safmon was approached anly after all
plans had definitely been decided. because of his wonderful personality and ability in
holding and impressing any meeting; and he became one of the first members enrolled.
But as a founder - no.

Harry Chapple conceived the idea, he and Sid Simpson were the only founders, the
writer and Oscar Reed the first to join them, and four of us warked several manths (in
spare moments) before the idea was given out to friends and the public; and the first of
these friends was Alf Foster, now an officer of the Tramway Department (who did
wonderful work for the old Institute among the Tramway men).

The five names above, perhaps but certainly no more. And can the reader wondear why |
say that the pressnt ‘Founders’ Board' is all wrong?

in less than a month after that public meeting we opened up.

We had two or three little rooms in St George’s Hall, and in these we stacked our
paraphemalia. Each who could brought along something — one a couple of packs of
cards, another a sef of rope quoits, and so on, and the subscriptions and donations
purchased other games, efc.

But Simpson was aiming higher. He slarted for various businessmen for donalions for a
certain purpose. The first visited was the fine gentleman, G G Hatte.

‘A nobby idea old man’ he said. 'But work for it don't cadge. Geft 150 members strong,
and I'll give you a billiard table myself. I'll give you twelve months to do it.’

Woe collected that Alcock in less than twelve months — in about ten or eleven weeks, o
be exact.

Then Simpson and Chapple started on a regufar campaign of cornering bosses for
donations, but also for subs as ordinary members. The original scheme was kept well to
the fore and working towards the desired end splendidiy. That fine fellow G B Edwards,
so big in the preserves business in those days was next on the list.

‘Look here Chapple — Simpson’ he said. You chaps are nof ambitious enough. There
need be no limit to this thing, worked right. Get a thousand on your books, and 'l give
you a thousand to put on your hall. No - get 800 and I will give you that thousand’.

He watched our progress with interest, as one of us. But when well on the way for those
800, poor Edwards was killed in an explosion.

One of the very much older chaps amongst us was dead against billiard- table schemes.
it's out of the question Mr Simpson he said, ‘billiards are either in the low-class taprooms
or in the hormes of gentlemen. We must avoid the appearance of the one, and we can'l
hope to command the cash to give us the other. We must —'Bosh’ Simpson broke in |
will promise you we'll have rooms and tables fit for any in the land to visit, and for any
player in the world to use.

They've got six of the besl tables procurable down lhere today.
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We were the Workmen's Institule in those days; today they are the Newlown Schoal of
the Arts. 'm sorry that the ariginal Ufopian idea is missing from its scheme of affairs;
nevertheless, this old world would be a great place if such institutions could be scatterad
around freely in every district.

To mention one of two things oul of hundreds — They've gol a fine home worth 7000
pounds and are going to make it bigger. That first Sunday at Port Hacking we started at
15; they've got 1500 on the baoks today. Their members get the cheapest game of
billiards in the country; yet the tables return 900 pounds yearly. And they've got 8000
volumes all the time on the move in the library — with plenty of room for 8000 more, if
you'll send them along when finished with.

One of the trustees Peter Burgin put together the most recent history in 2002; mostly a
compilation of the stories fram the Albums, bringing them up to date. He further notes:

‘The Royal Australian Army took control of the premises as the local recruiting centre
during World War 2, handing it back lo members when it had no further use of sarme. The
main upstairs function hall and rear general meeting hall were booked out, 12 months in
advance, 7 days a week.

Ten O'clock closing was infroduced to hotels mid-1950°s which heralded a major
slowdown for inslitutions like ours, leading to the demise of rany Literary Inslitutes,
Mechanics’ Institutes, Schools of the Arls elc and now the compuler age has also
reduced the role of libraries etc. Now the hospitality rocks around the clock in the new
millfennium, only the most astute operators are abls to keep functioning.

I have just traversed you from AD 1899 to AD 2002. The Newtown School of the Arts is a
non-refigious, non-sectarian, non-denominational, non-political, non-profit organisation
staffed by voluntary carers. The building is badly in need of funds (donations) to carry out
the necessary maintenance

It is a Newtown community treasure which receives no government funding nor
patronised by those who should’

The 1924 Library Catalogue

The Catalogue is now in the School’s elactronic archive, courtesy of Richard Blair.

he ritagesotutionS CMP Neviown School of Arls - 9-
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Richard Blair from the Marrickville Society and in his capacity as a local historian has
researched Schools of the Arts and Mechanics Institutes and references a 2009 article
by Geoffrey Burkhardt on ‘the libraries of Schools of Arts and Mechanics’ Institutes’
which locales 41 catalogues in public libraries (located in Time capsules of Australian
book collections Issues 363 - 364, Sept to December 2009).

He notes in Bibleonews 367 — Sept to Dec 2010 that he has a copy of the Newtown
School of the Arts Catalogue from 1924. The numkers in each category are shown in
brackets.

It is 56 pages with books listed alphabetically by author in nine sections:

History and Chronology (364); Biography and Correspondence (297); Travel and
Geography (301); Theology, Moral and Mental Philosophy and Education (457); Natural
Philosophy, Science and Arts (127); Poetry and Drama (101); Jurisprudence: Political
Economy; Sacial Science (100); Works of Reference (153); and (by far the largest
section) Prose Works of Fiction (4354). The lotal collection was 6254.

The catalogue also contains a Book of Rules for the Society and rules and by-laws for
the associated lending library and reading rooms, snoocker and billiard rooms, literary and
debating society, and the chess club. There is also a business directory, which consisis
of a range of ads,”

Thers's hardly any Australian content in the catalogue which may be indicative of the
times. Only Henry Lawson and C J Dennis are included in the Poetry and Drama, while
there is a sparse representation of fiction’.

While the balance was on the side of reading for leisure with mostly high adventure
stories (for men?) and romance stories (for women?). But, there was a high seriousness

in the non-fiction works. Most of the authors, particularly of the fiction have faded into
obscurity, but some familiar names endure. Charles Darwin was there,
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The evidence of the School of Arts Records

Perhaps given the longevity of the School, the reliance on volunteers, and the ageing of
current and recent Trustees some records have been lost, and there are some gaps. But
these and the aforementioned histories and records paint a fairly solid picture. The
evidence of the building and its contents however provide a very comprehensive record
of the past of the School. The 1954 BA to the City of Sydney records the building at that
time and allows a ready understanding of its original form, and the fairly minor changes
made over a century.

Examining the Schools miscellaneous papers has added to this picture:

¢ Atthe 1956 114", half yearly meeting it was noted that there was a severe decline in
the billiards income from 740 pounds to 136 pounds and rental income rose from 709
pounds to 898 pounds. It was noted that the change of hotel hours (end of 6 o’clock
closing) had impacted on attendance and membership.

¢ From the 1950’s the hall was being used for dances and dance tuition, and some of
the rooms also used for tuition.

¢ 1959 : a decline in the income from billiards and the hall were noted. ‘We will have to
renovate the existing halls to encourage patronage.

¢ In 1953 two valuations were obtained from Richardson and Wrench for No 7 Eliza,
but one is for the School, the other for the adjoining house at No 7 with the hall at the
back, used for billiards. This was obtained in negotiating the resumption with the
PMG for the Telephone Exchange. This includes papers doing calculations about the
cost of replacement of the facility including a builder’s quote and the architects fees.
This lead to the 1974 Building Application.

* 1983 Mrs Thelma Belo ran the ‘Senior Citizens’ Gaiety Club’

» 1988 — a letter from solicitor Newnham acting for the School objecting to the
proposed heritage listing of the building states: ‘it still endeavours to foster cultural
activities by allowing its hall to be used for dancing when required and the teaching of
dancing. It has a few small tenants one of whom is engaged in sculpture etc the
library is open for membership — but this activity has been mainly taken over by
Council’ & ‘In the modern day, of course the School of the Arts does not have the
importance that it had before the broadcasting age when television and radio became
prominent’. The Council did not support the objection and in 1989 a S 130 Order was
placed on the building. This is a holding measure before gazettal can be achieved as
a Heritage ltem.

* The ground floor rooms were being let as studios from the late 1970’s. Bill (William)
Brown let the back room from 1980.

heritagesolutions CMP Newtown School of Arts - 11 -
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Hewtown School Of Arts **Gaioty (lb**

FEvery Tuesday.!!

Can’t Dance ? Come

10.30 A.M. ‘TILL
** 02.30 P.M. **

Come On In and
Enjoy The “OLD-
TIME” & “NEW
VOGUE” Style Of
Dancing With the
Regulars, RIGHT
HERE, Rain/Hafl
Or SHINE, Each
TUESDAY, Come

On In And LEARN 11!

FEvery Saturday.!!

#

1.OO P.M. ‘TILL
** 04,00 P.M. **

Same Enjoyment,
DIFFERENT DAY!
“NEW VOGUE”
& “OLD-TIME”
Dancing Styles
Of The Good Old
Days Is Still Alive
And Well, Right

Toe The Line - Up THESE StTrs £l
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY SOCIAL DANCE

It is clear from these sources and the interview with current members, particularly Wally
Bullock that the main community user since from the 1960’s until 2003 was as a dance
venue predominantly ‘Old Time' dancing. The names included the Gaiety Club, the
Senior Citizens Gaiety Club, and sometimes they were known by the name of the
instructors such as W J Bartlett and also Keating, who moved to a venue next to
Newtown Station.

The 1935 Rule Book

The annual General Meeting of the School adopted amended Rules. While copies of the
earlier rules have not been located, it is likely that the amendments were minor and the
Rule book is likely ta reflect the rules and ohjects from the onset.

The objects are pertinent to understanding of the purpose and aspirations of its principal
members:

‘Its objects: ‘'The promation of moral, social, and intellectual improvement of its members,
the cultivation of literature, science, and art, by the maintenance of a library and reading
room, the delivery of lectures and debates, and by such means as the Committee of
Management may decide from time to time’ &

‘That the Committee of Management shall consist of a Fatron, President, three vice-
Presidents, Secretary, Assistants and Sports Secretary, a Treasurer and twelve
committeemen’.

LG Norman’s ‘Historical Notes on Newtown’ 1963, has a useful summary of the
history:

‘The Newfown School of the Arts was inaugurated by Harry Chapple, Sidney Simpson,
Oscar Resd, and later Alf Foster. These men conceived the idea of a Master and Man
Club, where employer and employee could meet and get to know each other.

CMP Nawtown School of Aris - 12 -
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After much discussion, a meeling was held al the Town Hall on Thursday, 24" August,
1899, and the Newlown Workmen'’s Inslitute was formed, the first president being
Alderman John Salmon. Less than a manth later, the Institute was officially opened, the
date being the 18" September, 1899. A few rooms had been rented in St George’s Hall,
and early members brought along donations ranging from a pack of cards to a set of
quoits; while G G Hatte presented the Institute with a billiard table worth 70 pounds. St
George's Hall, which features so largely in Newtown's history, was built in 1887.

The original membership was 150, but the Institution’s popularity grew rapidly, and within
two months it had outgrown its original home. As a result, premises were leased from J P
Wright for a period of five years, the lease later being extended for a further five years. In
January, 1910, the premises was bought for 900 pounds, the purchase price being fully
paid off by March, 1911. In January, 1911, the name was changed from the Newtown
Workingmen’s Institute to the Newtown Schoal of the Arts.

About 1909 the Institute, together with ten similar societies, organized an inter-Institute
billiards tournament for the Heiran and Smith Cup. The Newtown Institute also ran its
own championship tournaments and exhibition matches, and competed for the Senator
McDougall Gold Medal for the player making the highest ‘break’.

By 1912 there were some 250 members. paying a subscription of 2/6d per quarler, as
well as forty lady members associated with the library. The lady members paid a reduced
membership fee. The library by this period contained more than 2200 books. As well the
School had reading rooms where the daily papers and various magazines were
available, and facilities for chess, cards, draughts, quoits, dominoes, billiards etc. The
School of the Arts was used by approximately seventy members each day.

In 1912, also, plans were being discussed to reconstruct the building. It was estimated
that to convert the building into two sforey one containing a library, lecture and class
rooms, as well as all the other facilities would cost about 1000 pounds. Fortunately the
School of the Arts is now more solvent than in its earlier days, when, at one period, its
assels amounted to minus 75 pounds. Reconstruction was therefore commenced, and
the new School of the Arts opened by the Premier of NSW in September, 1316.

heritagesolutions CMP Newtown Schoo! of Aris - 13-
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The building included a library 21 it x 20 I, containing over 5000 volurnes, a lecture hall
45 it square, six billiard tables, and reading, reliring, smoke and class rooms.

By 1922 the value of the School was placed at 7000 pounds. Membership was 1500,
making it the second largest in NSW, only the Sydney School of the Arts being larger.
The annual income was 3000 pounds of which the billiards brought in 200 pounds/year;
the fibrary contained 8000 volumes.'

The evidence of the Sands Directories

The Directories are useful for connecting people to places, and sometimes identifying
occupations, prior to telephone books. The Directories were published from 1850 - 1932,
The chronology for No 5 and the eastern side of Eliza Street is follows:

1880: no numbers are given, but five names are listed possibly Nos 1,3, 5, 7and 9. AB
G Salmon, bootmaker, may have been at No 5. Several Salmons had Newtown
connections including John Salmon a Newtown Alderman and Mayor, who was later
prominently associated with the School.

1885: there are listings for Nos 1, 3, 5, 7 and 17. A Walter Tomkinson is located at No 5.
1890: three properties are listed with Frederick Jones at No 5.
1900: there are listings far Nos 3 — 17, with Charles Smith at No 5.

1905: there are listings for Nos 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17 and 12, with Charles Smith at No
5. An evening school is listed at No 7. No 7 was a timber cottage in residential use but it
was a very deep block. So il was likely that a building was built behind. A rough plan of
this building shows a card room in the frant with amenity spaces in the middle with a
billiard hall at the back. This is likely to be the first hard evidence of the School/ Newtown
Workingmen's Institute using Nos 5 and 7.

1910: No 5 is listed as the Newtown Workmen's Institute, with J Harris noted as the Hon
Secretary.

1916: the Newtown School of the Arts is listed at No 5, with F V Flanagan the Hon
Secretary. No 7 is identified as a private school — the connection with the School of the
Arts may not have been picked up.

1920: Nos, 3, 7 and 9 are listed as houses, No 5 as the School of the Arts. It did not pick
up the building at the back of No 7, which probably continued as a billiard parlour.

1932/33: in the last edition of the Directory: the Newtown School of the Arts is at No 5
with A W Hutchins, the Hon Secretary. No 7 is called the Newtown Telephone Exchange.
This substantially pre-dates its acquisition by the PMG for this purpose.
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The evidence of the Water Board Plans
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An extract from one of the 1890 Water Board Plans, showing the subject area.

One of the mast useful sources of prime evidence are the plans prepared for the design
of sewers, based on very detailed survey and the accurate plotting of buildings. The
1890 extract shows the extant buildings in this year. It shows three houses, Nos 3, 5 and
7 on the right and eastern side of Eliza Street. It also shows a dog leg right of way or
lane serving the three properties as well as the back of the King Street properties. It
shows a largish house for the time, with a veranda to the street on the northern side and
a bay window ta the southern side, with a small outbuilding onto the lane. No 3, which
remains, is a two-storey sandstock detached but terrace styled house. No 7 was a single
storey timber house. It is likely the house on No 5 was similar to No 7.

The middle of the three buildings to the right side of Eliza Street is No 5 with a lane to the
southern bottom side, and to the rear. No 3 on the south side of the lane, is a two-storey
sandstock house, which remains. No 7 to the north was a single storey timber house,
also to be acquired by the School and then by the PMG. It had a large structure in the
back used as a billiard parlour by 1905.

History of the rear two gabled buildings

There are two single storey gabled buildings on the back of the site not built in 1890. The
back gable is sandstock brick, hence earlier with a second in Sydney commons with an
entry off the southern lane. By their nature it is likely these parts were used as
workshops prior to the Club use. These parts were leased by the Schoaol by 1800 and
used socially, mainly billiards, important for funding.
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Brick footings were added to support the tables. The Club probably lined the underside
of the roof structure and added the vents given the heat load of such saocial aclivity.
These were leased until No 5 was purchased circa 1911 when planning the new building
commenced.

3.0

The evidence of the fabric

Appendix A is a current Photo File of the building
Appendix B contains documentation of the existing building

'lo of the Building

Eliza Street s to the left, King Street to the bottom right. While fully developed, the front half of the site contains the
substantial twa storay Schaool built in 1916, the rear half by twa single storey cross gabled spaces. The former
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Given that the School had flourished since its inception in 1898, that Newtown was the
City's most populous suburb, and that most other suburbs already had a School or
Institute of this sort, it is not surprising that it was a popular project supported by the
business community and Council, and that the Premier at the time, was there to
inaugurate. It was unusual that the stone notes the name of the architect and the builder.
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!
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he lane looking towarcs Eliza Street showing the two ¢gadled parts at the back, the first being sandstock brick with the
door, the seconc being dry pressed brick, then Lhe lwo slorey 1816 School, with @ minor selback. This demonslrales
the three stages of the School from the back to the front — probably 1890's tc 1916.

When leased for the School, it was initially called the Workingmen's Institute, it contained
the buildings shown on the Water Board Plan, a single storey house to the front and a

small outbuilding to the back. From the history it appears that they leased it for ten years
before completion of purchase in 1911.
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Construction dates of the rear two gabled buildings

The current back part is a single storey sandstock brick gabled structure across the full
width. Given the use of sandstocks and the Victorian detailing of this part, it suggests this
part is earlier, possibly early 1890’s predating the School/Institute lease. Sandstock
bricks were gradually supplanted by dry pressed and common bricks from the 1880's into
the 90’s. The first gabled building may have been built for another purpose. A second dry
pressed brick gabled building abuts this, otherwise similar in form. As the newer bricks
are a different dimension; the coursing does not coincide and the two are roughly keyed
together. The newer gable was evidently used for billiards given the remaining footings
for the tables etc. The building was entered through the current door onto the lane. The
earlier building was probably used as a meeting hall and social space. It is likely that the
house at the front remained let for income initially. In the 1905 Sands, Charles Smith
remains in residence at No 5. By 1910 it is identified as the Newtown Workingmen'’s
Institute. They took ownership in 1911. This is likely to have included the building at the
rear of No 7. Hence the second gabled part was likely to have been completed by then,
leaving the house at the front.

By 1916 the house was replaced by the substantial two storey structure of the new
School. The pair of gabled halls at the rear was incorporated by extending the central
corridor past the stair through to the back hall, with new separating walls through the
billiard parlour. The rear single storey gabled halls are built hard to the lane, the new
School is set back and the structural bays of both do not mesh. Hence the new walls
disrupt the original structure and cut through the skylight to the former billiard hall. While
the central corridor integrates the new with the old, the melding is not seamless.

The new part has inter- connected rooms for the library with the corner entry door fo the
south and lane side, and meeting rooms to the northern side with a service court behind.
Part of this service court has been enclosed for toilets, blocking the light to the adjoining
rooms. This work appears to be inter-War into the 1950’s probably at the same time as
the timber fire escape stair on the northern side was replaced with a concrete stair.

All of the formal spaces, and particularly the grand central corridor and stair are finely
finished in terms of joinery and plaster with a mosaic pattern tiled floor. The detailing
altogether is similar to Dispensary Hall. The built in bookcases for the library remain,
They have been faced in plywood, believed to encase the books. The original telephone
booth under the stair stores ledgers from the School.

At the first floor level is the main hall, roughly a square with six bays to the sides with the
front lighted with vertical windows with triple light hopper windows. This was a multi-
purpose public hall, hence called a lecture hall, dance hall and ball room. The sides have
a single hopper windows set high. This window detail is unusual but may have facilitated
maximum air flow when required. It was used as a dancing and banquets, and smoking
was probably ubiquitous. The walls are arcaded with pilasters with acanthus patterned
column heads. There is a deep coving to the wall ceiling transition in pressed metal,
Wunderlich or the like, and an elaborate plaster ceiling with a gridded pattern including
some intersected circles; also pressed metal. The design is very similar to the Newtown
Friendly Societies Dispensary at No 80 Enmore Road designed by the same hand,
Edwin Williams in 1905 and enlarged by the Hall in 1912. Both halls are unusual in being
square, broken into internal bays; the Dispensary Hall is four bays, the School Hall into
six bays.
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They have elaborate column heads, the Dispensary has classical heads, the School has
acanthus. There is deep coving as a fransition between the walls and ceilings clad in
pressed metal and gridded ceilings with intersecting circles also in metal, with stylized
plant/floral motifs characteristic of the Federation period with both Art Nouveau and Arts
and Crafts influences. The Dispensary has a gabled roof (originally slate) prominently
viewed. The School on a less prominent site has strongly articulated parapet walls in the
Federation manner. The iron clad roof is not visible. The hall sits beneath a common
hipped roof expressed as minar gables to frant and back. This probably provides far
ventilating the roof space. As the front part has high parapets the roof is supressed, and
not seen. The service rooms sit under a lower pitch skillions behind. The stair emerges
into the centre of the space. It is flanked by service rooms, a vestibule to the north side
with a single toilet, and with a kitchen and cloakroom to the south side. The women only
had access to the Library at this stage. The toilets are modern additions with 1950 period
fittings. The original toilets were probably on the ground floar only.

The Hall addition to the Dispensary was in 1912, about the same time as the two storey
part of the School was designed, as there was a lag until construction in 1916; probably
related to funding. Hence the two works are contemporaneous with similar interiors. The
Dispensary has typical double hung timber windows, the School has unusual for its time
hopper or awning styled windows. These probably maximised ventilation in hot
conditions or with lively internal activities (including ubiquitous smoking).

1912 Honour Roll of Membears who were wounded or missing during The Great War
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1916 Horour Roll of Life Members

The notica board in the entry corridar is evident'y part of the original furnishings

Alterations and potential reversals — Library and Billiards doors, entry foyer etc
While the building as completed in 1916 is substantially intact; some minor alterations
have been done. The only documentation available that makes it easier to unpick these

changes from the plans submitted with a BA in 1954, as this shows the existing structure
at this point.
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This shows the concrete escape stair on the northern side to Eliza Street. It is likely that
the original timber stair was replaced in concrete in the Inter-War period. The location of
the former stair is still visible on the northern wall It sat higher than the concrete stair.
The door to the hall was also widened at this time. This plan also shows the timber stair
off the lane to the billiard room at the back, as proposed to be demolished. The 1954
plan proposes to demolish the external concrete stair as this was included in the
resumption by the PMG. This did not proceed. The correspondence on this resumption is
part of the Trust's papers.

Library corner inner doors and entry foyer

This plan also shows a small lobby from the corner entry to the library. This has been
removed. The external pair of doors is solid. It is therefore likely that the solid doors were
closed only when the Library was shut and the internal door was operational when the
Library was open. This suggests that the glazed Library door and highlight, now inserting
the main stair, but evidently not belonging there; it is likely to have been relocated from
the corner entry. This plan also shows the built in shelving in the Library

Billiards doors

The first floor toilets off the stair landing are also a later change, capturing the original
balcony off the landing, for the male toilets. The timber French doors to these toilets were
probably re-located from the doors into the Hall. These were replaced by metal fire proof
doors. ltis also likely that the ‘Billiard ‘ room french doors off the corridor at the rear were
originally the connecting doors from the first hall at the back into the billiard hall; the
second hall. There is a strong case to reverse these changes.

Some pairs of French doors have been relocated. By their sizing it is easy to track where
they came from. The French doors signed for ‘billiards’ on the back corridor was likely to
have connected the back assembly hall to the adjoining billiard hall, divided in 1916 by
the new building with its central corridor connected to the back. The concrete stair is
roughly located where the timber stair had been and is a fairly benign and useful change.
Security grills have been added to front door set and windows. While this is detrimental
in terms of aesthetics it is easily reversed. The concertina security grill to the front entry
can serve the security purpose, when the building is not in use. Most changes made are
minor and reversible.

Truncation of the first gabled building — 1916 connecting hallway

However the conjunction of the earlier halls at the back with the 1916 addition does

result in some unpleasant, dark and poorly ventilated light wells between. There is an

opportunity in renewal of the building and its uses to address this issue. In particular

better integration of the toilets with the primary spaces is desirable.

1954 Building Application

The proposal was principally to add a second storey above the pair of gabled halls to the
rear to be used for billiards (seven tables) with access from both the front stair landing

and a new internal stair to the south east corner. This includes a cantilevered escape
stairs to the rear wall, and another above the lane to serve the hall.
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The rationale for this addition was probably the loss of the billiard hall at No 7 with the
resumption. Not only were billiards popular, they were a major source of income. The
1916 central corridor had divided the original billiard hall. These spaces are noted as

meeting rooms on the 1954 plans.

The resumption also proposed to take the external escape stair on the northern side.
Hence the BA proposed to insert a new stair into the front northern corner. It is fortunate
that none of this work proceeded as it would have been very damaging to the heritage
values as well as the functionality of these rooms. As well there were evident issues with
building over the rights of way raised in the BA file.

The architect, Edwin Williams

‘Ardwick’ No 8 Erskineville Rod, aterrace style house. was just o the left of this terrace pair — Nos 10 & 12.

Edwin Williams was the Secretary of the Dispensary when it was founded in 1887.
Williams was born in Wales to a stonemason father in 1848, became a stonemason in
turn and Master Mason before migrating to Australia in 1882. He married Sarah before
departure and their first daughter was born soon after they moved into Newtown. They
lived in ‘Ardwick’ at No 8 Erskineville Road Newtown. By 1900 he is listed as an
architect. His wife died young and he raised their six children, alone. His obituary in 1924
says he was also the supervising architect for the Australian Bank of Commerce.

Artisan practitioner to designer architect - Edwin Williams

Being a master mason was evidently his entre into designing buildings and becoming an
architect. This is a time-honoured path, the designers of the Gothic cathedrals were the
Master Masons. It requires a deep knowledge of 3D geometry. Francis Greenway also
came from a family of masons in Bristol. William’s formal education and/or
apprenticeship as an architect are unknown. Both the Dispensary and the Newtown
School of Arts are well crafted buildings in the prevailing Federation style in the sarly
twentieth century. His SMH Obituary notes that he was one of the founders of the
Newtown Friendly Societies' Dispensary. He was their Secretary from when it was
founded in 1887, for 37 years.

heritagesolutions CMP Nowtown Schoo! of Aris - 22 -

Document Set 1D: 41943621
Versgion: 1 \ersion Date: 7 7/06/2026

PAGE 699



Inner West Local Planning Panel

ITEM 8

DOCUMENTATION OF THE EXISTING BUILDING
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ELLEn

STREET

ELLEA

| ™,

Ground & Upper Floor

R s B e —_—

FIRET FLOCR PLAM 1:10C

Roof Plan
Existing Ground, First Floor & Roof Plans - by HERITAS

This shows the pair of single storey gables at the rear and the two storey 1916
front part designed by Williams.
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4.0
THE PROPOSAL - HERITAS CONCEPTS AND SCOTT CARVER ARCHITECTS
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Demolition Roof Level

The 2024 Proposal by the NSoA Trust
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