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DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL REPORT

Application No. DA/2026/0285
Address 20-22 Foster Street, Leichhardt
Proposal Removal of nine (9) trees (Tree No’s 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 ;15 and

20), located within the side and rear setback.

Pruning of seven (7) trees (Tree No’s 1, 3, 4, 5,12, 18 and 19),
located within the front, side and rear setback.

Date of Lodgement

2 April 2026

Applicant Moses Alawieh

Owner The State of New South Wales
Number of Submissions Five (5)

Cost of works $7,800.00

Planning Panel

Reason for determination

Conflict of interest (Council as caretaker of the land).

Key Considerations

Loss of canopy coverage

Recommendation Approved with Conditions
Attachment A Recommended Conditions of Consent
Attachment B Arboricultural Impact Assessment
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1. Executive Summary

This report is an assessment of the application submitted to Council for removal of nine (9)
trees, located within the side and rear setback (Tree No’s 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 ,15 and 20),
and pruning of seven (7) trees, located within the front, side and rear setback (Tree No’s 1, 3,
4,5 ,12, 18 and 19) at 20-22 Foster Street, Leichhardt.

The application was notified to surrounding properties and five (5) submissions were received
in response to the initial notification.

The main matters that have arisen from the application include:

e The trees proposed for removal and pruning are causing structural damage to the
adjoining property at No 18 Foster Street because of their proximity to this dwelling.

The application for tree removal and pruning is supported in accordance with the Tree
Assessment Report (TAR), by Xylem TreeCare, dated 14 December 2025, given the trees
proposed for removal are mostly self-sown trees, considered small, with low amenity value

because of their minimal canopy coverage. The application is therefore recommended for
approval.

2. Proposal

As previously discussed, the proposal includes the removal of 9 trees, and pruning of 7 trees,
located within the side and rear setbacks of the subject site.

Specifically, the tree species, and their numbers, are shown below

Trees for removal:

Tree 6 - Celtis sinensis (Chinese Hackberry);

Tree 7 - Eriobotrya japonica (Loquat);

Tree 8 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 9 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 10 - Persea americana (Avocado);

Tree 11 - Strelitzia nicolai (Giant Bird of Paradise);
Tree 14 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 15 - Strelitzia nicolai (Giant Bird of Paradise); and
Tree 20 - Ficus microcarpa (Chinese Banyan).

Trees for pruning:

Tree 1 - Eucalyptus haemastoma (Scribbly Gum);

Tree 3 - Allocasuarina littoralis (Black She-oak;

Tree 4 - Triadica sebifera (Chinese Tallowwood);

Tree 5 - Triadica sebifera (Chinese Tallowwood);

Tree 12 - Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak);

Tree 18 - Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-scented Gum); and
Tree 19 - Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna Gum).

Trees 2, 13, 16, and 17, were assessed, however, in accordance with the arborist report, do
not require any pruning or removal, and are therefore not included in the above lists where
work is proposed.
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3. Site Description

Lambert Park is located at the south-western corner of Foster and Marion Streets, Leichhardt.
This Park has a frontage of 195 metres to Marion Street and 90 metres to Foster Street and
is generally rectangular shaped. The site consists of 1 allotment and is generally rectangular
shaped with a total area of approximately 17,550sgm and is legally described as Lot 658 in
DP 729265.

The park comprises open parklands at the eastern end fronting Foster Street with an existing
childcare facility within the south-eastern corner to which is the location of the subject trees
for pruning and removal. The remainder of the park is fenced off and accommodates a soccer
field that is used by the Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club.

The enclosed soccer field accommodates two grandstands along the north boundary with a
change room facility centrally positioned along the southern boundary. Existing walls along
the Marion Street frontage and the eastern boundary of the park enclose the soccer field.

Adjoining properties to the south accommodate a large industrial complex and one residential
property. The western boundary of the site abuts the existing light-rail, and newly established
Greenway. An industrial complex and an aged care facility are positioned opposite the site
along the northern side of Marion Street. Existing residential development is located to the
north-east of the site.

The site is located within the distinctive neighbourhood of West Leichhardt.

The subject site is a heritage item (heritage item No 11118), however it is not located within a
Heritage Conservation Area. The site is identified as a flood control lot.

The site supports several existing semi-mature, mature trees along the eastern boundary
adjacent to an existing masonry fence with some vegetation positioned adjacent to the
southern boundary adjacent to a Colorbond fence.

Figure 3: Photo of subject site as viewed from the corner of Marion and Foster Street
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4. Background

Site History

The following summary outlines the relevant development history of the subject site and any
relevant applications on surrounding properties.

Subject Site

20-22 Foster Street Leichhardt 2040

Application Proposal Date & Decision
HEC/2024/0100 | Repairs to the outer eastern wall to Lambert Park Sports Field | Certificate issued
and painting of a Mural. 05/08/2024

PDA/2020/0444 | Signage installation to new electric vehicle charging stations Letter issued
- multiple sites. 09/12/2020

Surrounding Properties

There have been no recent development related approvals on adjoining sites that would relate
to this subject application.

Application History

The following table outlines the relevant history of the subject application.

Date Discussion / Letter / Additional Information

02/04/2026 | Application lodged.

05/05/2026 | A request was sent to the applicant via e-mail, requesting that evidence be provided
confirming the Crown (The State of NSW) has been notified of the development, in
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accordance with Section 23 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Regulation (EPA REGS) 2021.

01/06/2026 | The Crown, being The State of NSW, provided written confirmation they had received
notification of DA/2026/0285, and the application was able to proceed.

5. Assessment

The following is a summary of the assessment of the application in accordance with Section
4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act 1979).

A. Environmental Planning Instruments

The application has been assessed and the following provides a summary of the relevant
Environmental Planning Instruments.

State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs)

SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) 2021

Chapter 4 Remediation of land

Section 4.6(1) of the Resilience and Hazards SEPP requires the consent authority not consent
to the carrying out of any development on land unless:

(a) it has considered whether the land is contaminated, and

(b) if the land is contaminated, it is satisfied that the land is suitable in its contaminated
state (or will be suitable, after remediation) for the purpose for which the development
is proposed to be carried out, and

(c) if the land requires remediation to be made suitable for the purpose for which the
development is proposed to be carried out, it is satisfied that the land will be
remediated before the land is used for that purpose.

In considering the above, there is no evidence of contamination on the site. There is also no
indication of uses listed in Table 1 of the contaminated land planning guidelines within
Council’s records. The land will be suitable for the proposed use as there is no indication of
contamination.

. SEPP (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021

Chapter 2 Vegetation in non-rural areas

The Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP requires consideration for the protection and/or
removal of vegetation and gives effect to the local tree preservation provisions of Part C1.14
Tree Management of the Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013 (LDCP 2013).

The application seeks the removal of 9 trees, and pruning of 7 trees, located within the
northern (front), southern (side) and western (rear) setbacks within the subject sites. As
previously discussed, the following trees numbers, species, and work type is listed below:

Trees for removal:

e Tree 6 - Celtis sinensis (Chinese Hackberry);
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Tree 7 - Eriobotrya japonica (Loquat);

Tree 8 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 9 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 10 - Persea americana (Avocado);

Tree 11 - Strelitzia nicolai (Giant Bird of Paradise);
Tree 14 - Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel);
Tree 15 - Strelitzia nicolai (Giant Bird of Paradise); and
Tree 20 - Ficus microcarpa (Chinese Banyan).

Trees for pruning:

Tree 1 - Eucalyptus haemastoma (Scribbly Gum);

Tree 3 - Allocasuarina littoralis (Black She-oak;

Tree 4 - Triadica sebifera (Chinese Tallowwood);

Tree 5 - Triadica sebifera (Chinese Tallowwood);

Tree 12 - Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak);

Tree 18 - Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-scented Gum); and
Tree 19 - Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna Gum).

Trees 2, 13, 16, and 17, were assessed, however, in accordance with the arborist report, do
not require any pruning or removal, and are therefore not included in the above lists as no
work is proposed to them.

The proposed trees, and their numbers that were considered in the assessment are shown in
the below map, which has been extracted from the Tree Assessment Report:

Figure 3: Map showing the tree numbers and their location on the subject site

An assessment of the proposal against the abovementioned provisions has identified the
following:

The submitted Tree Assessment Report prepared by Xylem TreeCare dated 14 December
2025 has been reviewed. Its recommendation for the removal of 9 trees and general
pruning of 7 trees supported and endorsed;

The nine trees proposed for removal are mostly small, self-sown species of low amenity
value;
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o The site will retain substantial existing canopy cover through the retention of several large
mature, high retention value trees;

e An engineering report, undertaken by Macquarie Consulting Engineers on 10 January
2020, while not up to date, concluded that structural damage is occurring to the northern
boundary wall of the dwelling adjacent to the subject site at No 18 Foster Street.

o Therequirement to replace all trees nominated for removal is not considered to be feasible
nor compatible with the current land use which includes the childcare centre; and

o The proposal is supported subject to the recommendation of two (2) x 75 litre replacement
trees being planted on the subject site that will attain a minimum mature height of 5 metres
and minimum mature canopy spread of 5 metres.

Overall, the proposal is considered acceptable with regard to the Biodiversity and
Conservation SEPP and Part C1.14 Tree Management of the LDCP 2013 subject to the
imposition of conditions, which have been included in the recommendation of this report.

Chapter 6 Water Catchments

Section 6.6 under Part 6.2 of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP provides matters for
consideration which apply to the proposal. The subject site is located within the designated
hydrological catchment of the Sydney Harbour Catchment and is subject to the provisions
contained within Chapter 6 of the above Biodiversity Conservation SEPP.

It is considered that the proposal remains consistent with the relevant general development
controls under Part 6.2 of the Biodiversity Conservation SEPP and would not have an adverse
effect in terms of water quality and quantity, aquatic ecology, flooding, or recreation and public
access.

Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022

The application was assessed against the following relevant sections of the /nner West Local
Environmental Plan 2022 (IWLEP 2022).

Part 1 — Preliminary

Section Proposed Complies
Section 1.2 The proposal, subject to replacement tree planting as Yes, as
Aims of Plan conditioned, will result in acceptable streetscape / heritage and conditioned

amenity impacts and raises no matters that will be contrary to
the relevant Aims of the Plan.

Part 2 — Permitted or Prohibited Development

Section Proposed Complies
Section 2.3 The site is zoned RE1 — Public Recreation, and the proposed Yes, as
Zone objectives | tree removal is permissible development. The objectives of the conditioned
and Land Use RE1 Public Recreation zone are as follows:

Table

e To enable land to be used for public open space or
recreational purposes.

e To provide a range of recreational settings and activities and
compatible land uses.

e To protect and enhance the natural environment for
recreational purposes.
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Section

Proposed

Complies

e To conserve, maintain and enhance biodiversity and the
natural environment, including terrestrial, aquatic and
riparian habitats and natural landforms.

The proposal will not have any adverse impacts on the
streetscape or natural features of the surrounding area given the
retention of other tree canopy in the same location, the size, and
semi-mature age of the subject trees. The proposal raises no
issues that are contrary to the zone objectives. Tree plantings
are also recommended to be conditioned for 2 x 75 trees that
will attain a minimum mature height and canopy spread of 5m.

Part 5 — Miscellaneous Provisions

Section

Proposed

Complies

Section 5.10
Heritage
Conservation

While the subject site is not located within a Heritage
Conservation Area (HCA), it is listed as a heritage item, namely
a former house, including interiors (item No 11118), within
Schedule 5 Part 1 of IWLEP 2022.

The proposal has been assessed, and the application is
considered acceptable regarding the relevant heritage
provisions as follows:

e The nine trees proposed for removal are largely small, self-
sown species of low amenity value;

e Large tree canopy coverage is maintained within the site
because of the retention of existing mature species,
specifically where the subject tree works are proposed to be
carried out;

e The trees are not identified as a contributory element to the
heritage significance of the item and will not adversely affect
the historic character, setting, or streetscape values of the
area;

e The proposal is acceptable, subject to the inclusion of a
condition requiring replanting of 2 x 75 litre trees that will
attain a minimum mature height and canopy spread of 5
metres. Replacement planting will ensure the landscaped
character of the street is maintained and that the proposal
remains consistent with the objectives of heritage
conservation by balancing building protection with an
appropriate garden setting.

Given the above the proposal preserves the environmental
heritage of the Inner West.

Yes, as
conditioned

Section 5.21
Flood planning

The site is located in a flood planning area. Despite this, the
proposed works are for tree removal and pruning only, and no
changes are expected to occur that would affect the flood
affectation of the subject site or adjoining properties.

Yes

Part 6 — Additional Local Provisions

Section

Proposed

Complies

Section 6.1
Acid sulfate soils

The site is identified as containing Class 5 acid sulfate soils. The
proposal is considered to adequately satisfy this section as the

Yes
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Section Proposed Complies
application does not propose any works that would result in any
significant adverse impacts to the watertable.
B. Development Control Plans

Summary

The application has been assessed, and the following provides a summary of the relevant

provisions of Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013 (LDCP 2013).

LDCP 2013 Complies

Part A: Introductions

Section 3 — Notification of Applications Yes

Part B: Connections

B1.1 Connections — Objectives Yes

Part C

C1.0 General Provisions Yes

C1.1 Site and Context Analysis Yes

C1.2 Demolition Yes

C1.12 Landscaping & C1.14 Tree Management Yes, as

conditioned — see

discussion

Part C: Place — Section 2 Urban Character

C2.2.3.2 West Leichhardt Distinctive Neighbourhood Yes

The following provides discussion of the relevant issues:

Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013

The application was assessed against the following relevant parts of

Development Control Plan 2013 (LDCP 2013).

the Leichhardt

Part C — Section

1 — General Provisions

Control Assessment Complies
C1.12 As previously discussed, the application is for removal of 9 trees Yes, as
Landscaping & | from within the subject site and pruning of 7 trees. conditioned

C1.14
Tree
Management

The tree works are acceptable, given the proposed trees for
removal do not offer extensive tree canopy, are self-sown, and
there is retention of other canopy in the same location that will
ensure protection of existing canopy amounts.

Furthermore, given the tree removal occurring, a condition is
recommended that ensures the replanting of 2 x 75 litre trees on
site that will attain a minimum mature height and canopy spread
of 5m.

The proposal, as conditioned, satisfies the provisions and
objectives of these parts of the DCP.
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C. The Likely Impacts
These matters have been considered as part of the assessment of the development

application. It is considered that the proposed development will not have significant adverse
environmental, social or economic impacts upon the locality.

D. The Suitability of the Site for the Development

The proposal is of a nature in keeping with the overall function of the site. The premises are
in a residential surrounding and amongst similar uses to that proposed.

E. Submissions

The application was notified in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Strategy
2025-2029 between 14 April 2026 to 28 April 2026.

During the notification period, a total of 5 submissions were received in response to the
notification. Four (4) submissions objected to the proposal, and one (1) submission was in

support of the proposal.

The matters raised in the objection submissions received are discussed below:

Issue

Comment

The proposal will result in loss
of canopy coverage, which
will generate more light and
noise pollution into no 15
Davies Street. Tree
replacement  should be
required.

The concerns regarding noise, lighting and amenity impacts are
acknowledged; however, the subject trees are predominantly self-
sown, of limited height and canopy value, and do not provide a
substantial or enduring screening function. The proposed removal
and pruning are supported given the presence of other established
trees that will maintain overall canopy coverage.

Conditions of consent require replacement planting of advanced
trees to ensure ongoing canopy contribution. Matters relating to
stadium operations fall outside the scope of this application.

The trees should not be
removed as they contribute to
biodiversity support,
specifically for birds and the
grey-headed flying fox
canopy coverage and reduce
urban heat impact.

The subject trees are predominantly self-sown, of limited height and
canopy value, and do not make a significant contribution to long-
term canopy cover or screening. The proposal is supported given
the presence of other established trees in the locality which will
continue to support biodiversity, and conditions requiring
replacement planting of 2x 75 litre trees to maintain future canopy.

It is unclear as to which trees
are to be removed on the
subject site, and confirmation
is required.

A Tree Assessment Report, prepared by Xylem TreeCare dated 14
December 2025 has been reviewed. This report contained a map
labelling each tree number considered for works (Figure 1) and their
location, a table, showing an image of the tree’s where proposed
works are occurring (Part 5.4.1), and another table, identifying the
type of works proposed to the tree (Table 3). This information was
considered adequate to enable Council to decipher which trees were
to be impacted. Furthermore, a site inspection was undertaken, and
Council has identified, and assessed each individual tree where
works are occurring.

Why was No 65 Lords Road
was not notified

In accordance with Council Community Engagement Strategy 2025-
2029, 65 Lords Road Leichhardt fell out of the catchment area to
receive notification. The application was notified between 14 April
2026 until 28 April 2026.
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F. The Public Interest

The public interest is best served by the consistent application of the requirements of the
relevant Environmental Planning Instruments, and by Council ensuring that any adverse
effects on the surrounding area and the environment are appropriately managed.

This has been achieved in this instance.

6. Referrals

The following internal referrals were made, and their comments have been considered as part

of the above assessment:
o Heritage Specialist;

e Urban Forest; and
o Building Certification.

7. Crown Development

The application is a Crown development application. Relevant consideration under Division
4.6 Crown development of the EP&A Act 1979, is as follows:

Section

Comment

(1) A consent authority (other than the Minister) must not—

(a) refuse its consent to a Crown development application,
except with the approval of the Minister, or

The recommendation is for approval
subject to conditions

(b) impose a condition on its consent to a Crown
development application, except with the approval of the
applicant or the Minister.

The recommended conditions were
forward to the applicant who
approved the final and agreed set of
conditions on 11 June 2026.

(2) If the consent authority fails to determine a Crown
development application within the period prescribed by the
regulations, the applicant or the consent authority may refer
the application—

(a) to the Minister, if the consent authority is not a council,
or

Not applicable. The application is to
be determined by the Local Planning
Panel.

(b) to the applicable Sydney district or regional planning
panel, if the consent authority is a council.

The application has not been referred
to the Sydney district or regional
planning panel. The application is to
be determined by the Local Planning
Panel.

8. Conclusion

The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained
in Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022 and Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013.

The development will not result in any significant impacts on the amenity of the adjoining
properties and the streetscape and is considered to be in the public interest.

The application is considered suitable for approval subject to the imposition of appropriate
conditions.
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9.

Recommendation

That the Inner West Local Planning Panel exercising the functions of the Council as
the consent authority, pursuant to s4.16 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979, grant consent to Development Application No. DA/2026/0285
for Removal of 9 (Tree Nos 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 /15 and 20) trees, located within the
side and rear setback and the pruning of 7 (Tree Nos 1, 3, 4, 5,12, 18 and 19) trees,
located within the front, side and rear setback at 20-22 Foster Street, Leichhardt
subject to the conditions listed in Attachment A below.
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Attachment A — Recommended conditions of consent

CONDITIONS OF CONSENT

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Condition
1. Works to Trees
Approval is given for the following trees to be pruned/removed. Note tree numbers
(and locations) are consistent with the submitted Tree Assessment Report prepared
by Xylem TreeCare dated 14 December 2025:
Tree . .
No. Botanical/lCommon Name |Location |Works approved
Eucalyptus haemastoma|As per
! (Scribbly Gum) report Prune deadwood
Allocasuarina littoralis (Black|As per.
3 She-oak report Prune deadwood
Triadica sebifera (Chinese||As per
4 [Tallowwood) report VPrune dead\wood
5 Triadica sebifera (Chinese||As per P:S:ii dea?c':\rfood.buli\{l(;?r:)r
Tallowwood) report P 9 g
clearance
Celtis  sinensis (Chinese|As per
6 Hackberry) report Remove
. . . As per
7 Eriobotrya japonica (Loquat) raport Remove
3 Cinnamomum camphoral|As Per| 2 emove
|(Camphor Laurel) [report |
9 Cinnamomum camphoral|As Per 2 amove
|(Camphor Laurel) [report |
Persea americanal|As per
10 (Avocado) report Remove
11 Strehtz;a_ nicolai (Giant Bird|As Per o emove
of Paradise) report
, . As per
12 Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak) report Prune deadwood
|cinnamomum camphora [As perr
14 |(Camphor Laurel) [report _Remove
15 Stremz.ra‘ nicolai (Giant Bird|As Per| 2 amove
of Paradise) report
18 Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-|As Perlorune deadwood
scented Gum) report
Eucalyptus viminalis (Manna||As per
19 Gum) raport Prune deadwood
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As per

Ficus microcarpa (Chinese
20
report

Banyan) Remove

All tree works shall be undertaken by a person holding a minimum Australian
Qualification Framework (AQF) Level 3, Certificate of Arboriculture, as defined by the
Australian Qualification Framework and in compliance with Australian Standard AS
4373—Pruning of amenity frees and Safe Work Australia’s Guide to Managing Risks
of Tree Trimming and Removal Work.

Any works in the vicinity of the Low Voltage Overhead Network (including service
lines—pole to house connections) shall be undertaken by an approved network
service provider contractor for the management of vegetation conflicting with such
services. Contact the relevant network service provider for further advice in this
regard.

Note: removal of any other tree that would require consent of Council is not approved.

Reason: To identify frees permitted to be removed.

2. Certification of Tree Planting
Replacement tree planting is required within one month of approved tree removal.

A minimum of 2 x 75 litre size trees, which will attain a minimum mature height of 5
metres, and a minimum mature canopy spread of 5 metres, have been planted:

« in a suitable location/in suitable locations within the property;
+ atleast 1 metre from any boundary and 1.5 metres from any structure;
» clear of the canopy of existing trees; and

« with sufficient above and below ground space to allow for future tree
growth.

Replacement trees must meet the requirements of AS2303—Tree stock for landscape
use. Trees listed as exempt species from Council's Tree Management Development
Control Plan or species recognised to have a short life span, will not be accepted.
Where more than one planting is conditioned, diversity in species selection is
required.

Council is to be provided with evidence of replacement planting in the form of an image
of the tree/s and a copy of a purchase invoice.

Trees required by this condition must be maintained and protected until they reach
the dimensions that are subject to Council’s Tree Management DCP. Any replacement
trees found damaged, dying or dead must be replaced with the same species, of the
same container size, within one month.

Reason: To ensure canopy cover is maintained or enhanced.
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3. Other works
Works or activities other than those approved by this Development Consent will
require the submission of a new Development Application or an application to modify

the consent under Section 4.55 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1979.

Reason: To ensure compliance with legislative requirements.
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Attachment B — Tree Assessment Report

Xyleﬁﬁ

TreeCare

Inner West Family Day Care,

22 Foster St LEICHHARDT
NSW 2040

Tree Assessment Report
(TAR)

Client: Inner West Council

Submission Date: 14/12/25

Document Set ID: 41924369
Version: 1, Version Date: 11/06/2026
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<
XWHﬂﬁ?

TreeCare

Document: Inner West Family Daycare 22 Foster St LEICHHARDT NSW 2040 Tree Assessment Report
Date: 14/12/25
Prepared by: Nick Nelson

Revision Date Details Authorised
Name/Position
1 05/12/25 Initial Report Nick Nelson

Consulting Arborist

2 14/12/25 Final Approved Nick Nelson
Consulting Arborist

Xylem TreeCare was engaged by Inner West Council, as both landowner and asset manager, to
undertake a combined Tree Assessment Report (TAR) and Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) for
trees located within Council-managed land at 22 Foster Street, LEICHHARDT NSW 2040,

A total of twenty (20) trees were assessed, comprising a mix of native and exotic species of varying
age classes. The inspection was undertaken to inform Council’s duty of care obligations with respect
to public safety, vegetation management, and long-term asset planning.

The assessment was completed in accordance with recognised arboricultural practice, the QTRA
methodology, and the relevant requirements outlined in Inner West Council’s Technical Reports
guidelines. Each tree was visually assessed with regard to condition, structure, form, and target
occupancy.

The majority of trees assessed were determined to present levels of risk that are as low as reasonably
practicable (ALARP) and below the tolerability threshold at the time of inspection. No immediate risk
mitigation works are required beyond routine arboricultural management and monitoring for the
majority of trees.

Targeted recommendations have been made where appropriate, including minor deadwood removal
for retained trees and the removal of selected trees that are poorly suited to the site due to species
characteristics, limited available growing space, or long-term management considerations.

This assessment relates to tree risk only. In accordance with Inner West Council’s Technical Reports
requirements, the report does not assess or determine existing or potential structural damage to
buildings, pavements, or underground services. Any assessment of structural performance or damage
attribution is to be undertaken by a suitably qualified structural engineer.
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The purpose of this report is to provide a combined arboricultural assessment and Quantified Tree
Risk Assessment (QTRA) of the subject trees and to present recommendations regarding their
retention, removal, or targeted arboricultural management, as appropriate, to support effective risk
management and long-term site management.

Undertake an assessment of the subject trees.

s |dentify and record the georeferenced location of the subject trees.

* Assess and document the current condition, structure, and form of each tree.

* Record general tree data, including botanical name and key dimensions such as height,
canopy spread, and diameter at breast height (DBH).

* Undertake a Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) for the assessed trees.

* Provide arboricultural management recommendations, including retention, removal, or
targeted works, as appropriate.

This assessment was undertaken on the 3™ of December 2025 by Nick Nelson using a ground-based
visual assessment methodology.

Only trees exceeding 5 m in height were inspected as part of this assessment. The subject trees were
plotted using a geospatial overlay in the ESRI Field Maps iPad application utilising an iPad Pro (Gen
4). Trees were assessed for arboricultural value based on species characteristics, size, form, and
overall condition to assist in determining their retention value and management requirements.

A standard forestry diameter tape was used to measure Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) at 1.4 m
above ground level and Diameter Above Buttress (DAB) at the base of the trunk above the point of
any root buttressing. Tree heights were measured using a Nikon Forestry Pro laser rangefinder
employing the two-point height measurement method. Crown spreads were estimated visually.

Quantified Tree Risk Assessments (QTRA) were undertaken for trees identified as having a potential
impact on targets or presenting an inherent risk. The Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA)
method, developed by Mike Ellison of Cheshire Woodlands, applies established risk management
principles to tree safety. The method moves away from categorising trees as either “safe” or
“unsafe” and instead quantifies the level of risk associated with tree failure, enabling tree managers
to balance safety considerations with tree values and to operate within predetermined limits of
tolerable or acceptable risk.

! https://qtra.co.uk/about-qtra/
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* Information obtained from publicly available databases has been used in the preparation of this
report. The accuracy of information obtained from such sources cannot be guaranteed and has
not been verified.

e The hybridization of flora species can cause an intermediate or incomplete form of morphological
features and thereby affect the accuracy of field identification.

* Seasonal variations influence the presence of flowering and fruiting in flora species and thereby
can affect the accuracy of field identification. Seasonal variation was not captured during the field
assessment due to the short duration of the assessment.

e Trees are dynamic organisms and many factors within their environment can have an impact on
their health and structure. This report has been written based on normal weather conditions that
would be expected within any 12-month period in Sydney. In the event of extreme weather,
further assessment will be required.

e Xylem TreeCare has not undertaken any further investigations such as foliage or soil testing.

Table 2 Staff Qualifications outlines the qualifications, experience and involvement of staff who

have assisted in the development of this report.

Staff Member

Qualifications Experience

Project Involvement

Nick Nelson,
Consulting Arborist

Diploma of Arboriculture | Nick has 26 years’ experience,
within the Arboriculture
industry and 17 years as a
Consulting Arborist

Onsite assessment
Report development
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5.3 Site Information

The subject trees are located within Council-managed land at 22 Foster Street, Leichhardt NSW. The site forms part of a locally listed heritage item under the

Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022. The assessment has been undertaken having regard to the heritage context of the site; however, the trees assessed
are not identified as individual heritage items.

No threatened ecological communities were identified within the subject trees at the time of inspection. Please see Figures 1-3 for site, tree locations &
biodiversity mapping tool search results.

e
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The subject site at 22 Foster Street, Leichhardt forms part of a locally listed heritage item under Inner
West Local Environmental Plan 2022, Schedule 5 — Environmental Heritage, identified as “Former
house, including interiors” (20-22 Foster Street). As a heritage item, any works must be undertaken
with consideration to the retention of heritage significance, including the setting and curtilage of the
item.

While the present assessment relates to tree risk and vegetation management, any future tree

removal or replacement works associated with development or building works may require
development consent and consideration under Clause 5.10 — Heritage Conservation of the LEP.
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6 Observations

The following abservations were identified during the on-site assessment.

Table 3 - Tree Attributes
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Xylem TreeCare has assessed the subject trees using the principles of Quantified Tree Risk Assessment
(QTRA)2.

Trees 1, 2 and 3 are located adjacent to a public street and are subject to target occupancy associated
with vehicular traffic and on-street parking.

Trees 4 to 15 are located within areas of generally low pedestrian usage; however, these trees have
permanent targets in the form of nearby built structures.

Trees 16 to 19 are located within a high-usage outdoor play area and have permanent targets,
including structures and associated site infrastructure.

Tree 20 is located within an area of low general usage but has a permanent target present.

A target is anything of value that could be harmed in the event of tree failure or part thereof. Potential
targets include people using the space under these trees, adjacent properties, or vehicles parked close
to the trees. Based on the location of these trees to the usable space, the target has been assessed as
follows:

Tree 1is located adjacent to a public street and is subject to moderate target occupancy during peak
periods only. On average, target occupancy is equivalent to QTRA Target Range 3 (7/hour to 2/hour).
It is reasonable to assume that vehicles parked along the street are of a value less than $38,000,
corresponding to Target Range 3 (property).

Trees 2 and 3 are similarly located adjacent to the public street and experience moderate target
occupancy during peak periods only, corresponding to QTRA Target Range 3 for people. However, the
target zone also includes nearby residential structures, which are considered permanent and high-
value targets. In accordance with the QTRA Practice Note (Version 5, Australian edition), the property
value component of the assessment for Trees 2 and 3 has therefore been assigned to Target Range 1
(greater than $380,000).

Trees 4-15 are located within areas of generally low pedestrian usage and are not associated with
public street exposure. These areas are infrequently accessed, typically only during maintenance or
incidental site use. On average over a 24-hour period, pedestrian occupancy within the target zones
would be less than 2 persons per hour, corresponding to QTRA Target Range 4 for people.

Notwithstanding the low level of human occupancy, the target zones for Trees 4-15 include
permanent built structures, which are considered high-value, permanent targets. In accordance with
the QTRA Practice Note (Version 5, Australian edition), the property value component of the
assessment has therefore been assigned to Target Range 1 (greater than $380,000).

? Hazard ratings determined using the Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) User Manual, Version 5
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Trees 16—19 are located within the main outdoor play area and near the primary entrance to the
childcare centre. This area experiences high pedestrian occupancy, including children, staff, and
visitors, and corresponds to QTRA Target Range 2 for people.

Permanent targets are present within the potential impact zones. In the event of failure, Trees 16 and
17 have the potential to impact perimeter fencing, while Trees 18 and 19 have the potential to impact
the main childcare building. In accordance with the QTRA Practice Note (Version 5, Australian edition),
the property value component of the assessment has been assigned to Target Range 1.

While all four trees are subject to frequent target occupancy, Trees 18 and 19, due to their size and
form, are associated with higher consequences of failure within the QTRA assessment. At the time of
inspection, the assessed level of risk of harm associated with these trees was considered to be as low
as reasonably practicable (ALARP).

As per our assessment of the subject trees, the section(s) of the trees most likely to fail:
* Trees 1,12, 18 and 19: Limb failure of limbs greater than 100 mm in diameter. QTRA rating

3.

s Trees2,3,4,5,6,8,9,11,13, 14, 15, 16 and 17: Limb failure of limbs 100-25 mm in
diameter. QTRA rating 4.
s Trees 7 and 10: Limb failure of limbs 25-10 mm in diameter. QTRA rating 5.

Xylem TreeCare Pty Ltd
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6.1.3 Probability of failure

The assessed probability of limb failure within the next 12 months ranges between <1/500,000 and

<1/1,000,000.

ol

Tree No. ||Species Common Name Target f::a;f part likely :;Io:raehility of Risk of harm
1 { Eucalyptus haemastoma Scribbly Gum 3 3 ‘ 5 ‘ <1/1M
2 Callistemon viminali: Weeping Bottlebrush 1 4 6 <1/1M
3 ‘Ahocasuaﬂ'nu littoralis Black Sheoak 1 |4 6 <1/1M
4 { Triadica sebifera Chinese Tallow 1 4 ‘ 6 ‘ <1/1M
5 ‘ Triadica sebifera Chinese Tallow 1 4 ‘ 6 ‘ <1/1M
|s Celtis sinensis ”Chinsse Celtis "1 "4 He <1/1M
|7 Eriobotrya joponica Loquat "1 ”5 HE <1/1M
|8 ‘ Cinnamonum camphora Camphor Laurel ||1 ”4 HE <1/1M
9 [Cinnamonum camphora Camphor Laurel 1 4 ‘ 6 ‘ <1/1M
10 [ Persea americana [avocado 1 5 ‘ 3 ‘ <1/1M
11 Hs:reﬁrzia nicolai Giant Bird of Paradise  |[1 "4 ‘ 6 ‘ <1/1M
12 { Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 1 3 ‘ 5 ‘ 1/500K
13 Cupaniopsis anacardioides Tuckeroo 1 4 6 <1/1M
14 Cinnameonum camphora Camphor Laurel 1 |4 6 <1/1M
15 { Strelitzia nicolai Giant Bird of Paradise |[1 4 ‘ 3 ‘ <1/1M
16 Callistemon viminalis \Weeping Bottlebrush 1 4 6 <1/1M
17 Callistemon viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush 1 4 6 <1/1M
|1s ‘ Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum "1 ”3 Hs Husuuk
|19 ‘ Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum ||1 "3 HS HUSDOK
|zo Ficus microcarpa ”Chinese Banyan "1 ”3 Hs <1/1M
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As per Table 4 the assessed risk of harm for the subject trees ranged between approximately 1 in
500,000 and less than 1 in 1,000,000 per annum, with all trees assessed as presenting levels of risk
that are as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) at the time of inspection. According to the QTRA
Risk Decision Informing Framework (Ellis. M, 2024) these trees have an as low as is reasonably
practicable (ALARP) rating. Under the QTRA framework, these results fall below the tolerability
threshold of 1/10,000 (HSE, 2001), confirming no immediate hazard mitigation is required.

Based on the arboricultural assessment and completed Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA), all
assessed trees were determined to present levels of risk that are as low as reasonably practicable
(ALARP) at the time of inspection.

Based on the visual inspection undertaken, no exposed or surface roots were observed in contact
with adjacent structures. Accordingly, no specific root-related mitigation measures are
recommended at this time. This assessment is limited to visible conditions only, and does not
preclude the presence of subsurface roots.

Trees 1-11, 13-17 and 20 may be retained, subject to routine arboricultural monitoring and
maintenance. It is recommended that these trees be inspected by a suitably experienced arborist
with a minimum Australian Qualification Framework Level 5 at intervals not exceeding two (2) years
and following significant storm events or observed limb failures. Any arboricultural maintenance
identified during these inspections should be undertaken as required.

Trees 12, 18 and 19, due to their size and form, returned a higher consequence component within
the QTRA assessment, with a resulting risk of harm of approximately 1 in 500,000 per annum. While
the assessed risk remains ALARP, it is recommended that these trees be subject to annual
inspection, with any recommended remedial works, including deadwood removal, implemented in a
timely manner to maintain risk at an acceptable level.

Trees 11 and 15 (Strelitzia nicolai) are recommended for removal. These specimens are poorly
located relative to nearby structures and site boundaries and have insufficient space to
accommodate future growth. This species is known for its vigorous and expansive root system and
large ultimate size, which is incompatible with the constraints of the site. The recommendation for
removal is made on the basis of species suitability and long-term site management considerations,
rather than unacceptable safety risk.

Concerns regarding potential structural impacts have been noted and considered in a general
arboricultural context. Based on the visual inspection undertaken, no exposed or surface roots were
observed in contact with adjacent structures. Accordingly, no specific root-related mitigation
measures are recommended at this time. This assessment is limited to visible conditions only, and
does not preclude the presence of subsurface roots.

This assessment does not assess, confirm, or attribute structural damage to buildings, pavements,
footings, or underground services. Where more detailed or definitive information regarding existing
or potential structural damage is required, this should be undertaken by a suitably qualified
structural engineer. All recommended tree pruning, maintenance, and removal works are to be
undertaken by a suitably experienced arborist with a minimum Australian Qualification Framework
Level Ill, in accordance with AS 4373-2007 Pruning of Amenity Trees, the SafeWork Australia Guide
to Managing the Risks of Tree Work (March 2023), and relevant legislative requirements.
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Origin: The category for ‘Origin’ is based on the following description
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Category

Description

Sydney

Native to the greater Sydney metropolitan area as defined within Flora of the Sydney Region™ Pellow,

Henwood and Carolin (Fifth edition 08/0/09 Sydney University Press)

NSW

Native to New South Wales but not the greater Sydney Metropolitan area

Australian

Native to Australia but not New South Wales

Exotic

Not native to Australia

Maturity

Category

Description

Young

Sapling tree and/or recently planted. Approximately 5 or less years in location

Semi mature

Tree increasing in size and yet to achieve expected size in situation, Primary developmental stage

Early mature

Tree established, generally growing vigorously. > 50% of attainable age/size

Mature

Specimen approaching expected size in situation, with reduced incremental growth

Qver-mature

Mature full-size with a retrenching crown. Tree is senescent and in decline. Significant decay generally present

Health

Category

Description

Good

Full crown, with good foliage density. Foliage is entire with average colour, minimal or no pathogen damage.
Above average growth indicators such as extension growth, leaf size and canopy density. Little or no canopy
die-back. Generally, no deadwood on the perimeter of the canopy. Good wound wood development.

Tree exhibits above average health, and no works are required.

Fair

Tree may have more than 30% deadwood or may have minor canopy dieback. Foliage density may be slightly
below average for the species. Foliage colour may be slightly lower than average and some discolouration may
be present. Typical growth indicators, e.g., extension growth, leaf size, canopy density for species and location.
Average wound wood development

The tree exhibits below average health, and r | works may be employed to improve health

Poor

Tree may have more than 30% deadwood and canopy dieback may be present. Leaves may be discoloured
and/or distorted, often small, and excessive epicormic growth may be present. Pathogens and/or stress agents
may be present that could lead, or are leading to, the decline of the tree. Poar wound wood development.

The tree exhibits low health and remedial works, or removal may be required

Very Poor

The tree has more than 30% dead wood. Extensive canopy die back is present. Canopy is very sparse.
Pathogens and/or stress agents are present that are leading to the decline of the tree. Very poor wound wood
development.

The tree exhibits very low health and remedial works, or removal are required.

Dead

Tree is dead and generally should be removed
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Retention Value (RV)

The retention value ascribed to each tree in this report is not definitive and should be used as a
guide only. Many factors influence the comparative value of a tree, and a number of these factors
are outside the scope of arboriculture assessment. These factors cannot therefore be addressed in a
single rating system.

Retention value is comprised of two parts. These are the Amenity Value of the tree rated as Very
Low to Very High and the Useful Life Expectancy (ULE) of the tree.

The Amenity Value of the tree relates to the contribution of the tree to the aesthetic amenity of the
area. The primary determinants of amenity value are tree health, size and form.

The Amenity Value is then modified by the ULE of the tree with short ULE values reducing the RV of
the tree and long ULE values increasing the RV of the tree.

Trees that are listed on a register of heritage or significant trees are not accommodated within the
rating system as these values are often independent from the Arboricultural attributes of the tree.
Heritage and significant trees may be ascribed a very low retention value despite their listing on any
register. Where known, any heritage or significant register listing will be noted within the report.

RV is assessed on each tree as a single entity. The value of a group of trees is not considered in this
context and each tree within the group will be assessed as an individual.

Amenity Value

Category Example Amenity Value Value
(AVV)

Very High Generally, a very large tree that exhibits excellent health and/or for or a tree that is 10
listed on a heritage or significance register

High Generally, a large tree that exhibits good health and/or form 8

Medium Generally, a medium tree that exhibits good health andfor form. May be a large tree 6
that exhibits fair health and/or form.

Low Generally, a small tree that exhibits good health and/or form. May be a large or 4
medium tree that exhibits fair or poor health and/or form

Very Low Generally, a small tree that exhibits poor health and/or form. May be a large or 2
medium tree that exhibits poor, or worse, health and/or form

Xylem TreeCare Pty Ltd Inner West Family Daycare 22 Foster 5t LEICHHARDT NSW 2040 Prepared By: Nick Nelson
Tree Assessment Report
©Copyright Protected Author: Nick Nelson Version: 0.1 Page | 18

Document Set ID: 41924369
Version: 1, Version Date: 11/06/2026

PAGE 133



Inner West Local Planning Panel

ITEM 3

<
XWmnﬁ?

Useful Life Expectancy

TreeCare

. Useful Life Expectancy
Category Description Modifier (ULEM)
0
0 year The tree is dead or mostly dead or constitutes an immediate and unacceptable hazard
4
The tree is unlikely to provide useful amenity for longer than 5 years.
0-5 years The tree is in advanced decline, poses an unacceptable hazard and/or requires a level
of maintenance disproportionate with its’ value.
7
The tree is unlikely to provide useful amenity for longer than 15years.
5-15 years The tree may be in serious decline, be a very short-lived species, present a
moderately elevated hazard and/or require high levels of maintenance.
10
The tree is unlikely to provide useful amenity for longer than 25 years.
15-25 years The tree may be in moderate decline, a short-lived species, present a slightly elevated
hazard and/or requires a moderate level of maintenance.
The tree is unlikely to provide useful amenity for longer than 50 years, 11
25.50 vears The tree may be in a fair to good condition, have a moderate lifespan, present a low
¥ ‘to moderate level of hazard and/or require moderate levels of maintenance.
The tree is unlikely to provide useful amenity for greater than 50 years. 12
The tree may be in good to excellent condition, a long-lived species, presents a low
>50 years ) h
level of hazard and/or require a low level of maintenance

*RV is derived from the multiplication of AVV by ULEM and the resulting score is categorised as Very
high to Very Low

Retention Value Score

Category Example RV Value

Very High Every effort should be made to preserve trees in this category 96-120

High These trees should be retained is at all possible 72-95

Moderate These trees should be retained if they do not overly constrain the development on 48-71
the site

Low These trees should create a material constraint on the development of the site. These 24-47
trees should be removed where they conflict with the development of the site

Very Low Generally, a small tree the exhibits poor health and/or form. 1-23
May be a large or medium tree that exhibits poor, or worse, health and/or form
This tree should generally be removed

Remove These trees are not suitable for retention within the site and are recommended for 0
removal
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a l
3 Tree Structure
1. RootPlate
2. Trunk
2 3. Structural Branches
4.  Outer canopy and roots
4 I 1 4
1 T 1 Adapted from KD Coder (1996)
| —
Descriptor Zone 1l Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4
Root Plate Trunk Structural Branches Outer crown and roots
Good No damage, disease or decay, No damage, disease or decay, Well formed, attached, spaced No damage, disease or
cbvious basal flare / stable in good taper and tapered decay or structural
ground defects
Average Minor damage or decay Minor damage or decay Typically formed, attached, and | Minor damage, disease
tapered or decay, minor branch
end weight or over-
extension
Fair Moderate damage or decay, Moderate damage or decay; Weak, decayed or with acute Moderate damage,
minimal basal flare approaching recognised branch attachments, previous disease, or decay;
thresholds branch failure evident moderate branch end
weight or over
extension
Poor Major Damage, disease, or decay; Major damage disease or Decayed, cavities or has acute Major damage, disease
conks present decay; exceeds recognised branch attachments with or decay; conks present;
thresholds, conks present included bark; excessive major branch end
compression flaring, failure weight or over
likely extension
Very Poor Excessive damage, disease or Excessive damage, disease or Decayed, cavities or branch Excessive damage,
decay; unstable / loose in ground; | decay; cavities attachments with active splits, disease or decay;
failure probable failure imminent excessive branch end
weight or over
extension
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Xylem TreeCare (including its subsidiaries and the directors, officers, employees, representatives,
servants, or agents of Xylem TreeCare and its subsidiary) (“Xylem TreeCare”) is in the business of
advising on matters of Environmental, Arboricultural and Vegetation Management (“the Expertise”).
Xylem TreeCare has been engaged by Inner West Council (“the Client”) to prepare a Tree Assessment
Report (TAR) (“the Subject”) on the twenty (20) trees located within the existing property at 22 Foster
Street Ave LEICHHARDT NSW 2040, (“the Purpose”). Xylem TreeCare has prepared such a report which
is dated 14/12/25 (“the Report”).

This Disclaimer is given by Xylem TreeCare in relation to the following matters:

e The Expertise.

e Xylem TreeCare’s instructions as to the Subject of the Report.
* Xylem TreeCare’s instructions as to the Purpose of the Report.
e Xylem TreeCare’s instructions as to the identity of the Client.
* The use by the Client of the Report.

* Reliance on the Report by the Client.

Reference in this disclaimer to the Client incorporates any entity, director, officer, representative,
employee, servant or agent of the Client insofar as, where any such person or entity seeks to or does
act in reliance on the Report, such reliance is made with an express acceptance and acknowledgment
of the following disclaimers and conditions:

It is expressly acknowledged by the Client that the Report, and any other material or advice provided
to the Client by Xylem TreeCare:

e s selective in that it is current only at the time of preparation or provision, relevant only to
the Subject and the Purpose and based on instructions provided by the Client to Xylem
TreeCare and may be subject to updating, expansion, revision, correction and amendment
upon the provision of further or different instructions or through the lapse of time.

e The Report does not or may not purport to be the sole basis for any decision-making process
embarked upon by the Client who should, wherever necessary, seek independent professional
advice on legal, financial, or other relevant matters not within the Expertise.

s Xylem TreeCare has not independently reviewed, verified or audited any of the material in the
instructions provided by the Client to Xylem TreeCare, and the Client acknowledges that
insofar as the findings of the Report are reliant on instructions provided by the Client to Xylem
TreeCare, no representation nor warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy,
reasonableness or completeness of the Report is made by Xylem TreeCare, which expressly
disclaims any and all liability for or based upon or relating to any use of the instructions
provided by the Client to Xylem TreeCare.

s Where the Report contains or refers to information or advice provided by third parties,
obtained by way of instructions from the Client or otherwise, no representation or warranty,
express or implied, is made in relation to the accuracy, reasonableness, or completeness of
such information.
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Insofar as the Report makes any forward-looking statements or predictions, the Client
acknowledges that such statements or predictions are the subject of inherent uncertainty,
and the Client will make its own independent assessment of the Report or such statements,
in terms or reliance to be placed thereon.

Is confidential and for the Client’s use only and not to be supplied to any third party under any
circumstances without the prior written permission of Xylem TreeCare.

Is not to be electronically stored or transmitted in any form without the prior written
permission of Xylem TreeCare.

Itis further expressly acknowledged that:

In no circumstances may the Client use the Report for anything other than the Purpose, or
rely on it in any way other than in relation to the Subject unless prior written permission of
Xylem TreeCare is obtained.

Notwithstanding the generality of any of the preceding disclaimers, acknowledgments and
conditions, the Client expressly acknowledges that it will not use the Report in relation to any
court or other legal proceedings of any kind without first obtaining the prior written consent
to do so of Xylem TreeCare.

The Client carries out its own independent investigations in relation to any reliance to be
placed on the Report be that reliance of a commercial, financial, developmental,
environmental, or other type of reliance.

The client’s receipt of the report, information, or other material in relation to the report is an express

acknowledgment and acceptance of the foregoing.
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