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Minutes of Social Strategy Advisory Committee/ Working Group
held at Ashfield Civic Centre on 2 May 2019

The meeting commenced at 18:15

Members:
Jen Allison, Stephanie Colls, Hannah Duker, Nova Franklin, Anne Southwall, Sandra Triulzi
Other Attendees:	 Simon Watts to present on Gambling Harm Minimisation
Apologies: Steve Cohen, William Lee, Chrissie McIntyre, Elizabeth Rosewall, Yashaswini Viswanathan

1.	Welcome / Acknowledgement of Country
2.	Introductions & Apologies:	
3.	Disclosures of Interest: There were no conflicts of interest.
4.	Items for consideration 

Item 1 – Grant Guidelines 	
The revised grant guidelines were distributed in advance of the meeting for advice or input.
Action:  No suggestions were made.
moved/ seconded
Item 2 – Gambling Harm Minimisation 	

Information on Gambling Harm Minimisation was distributed in advance of the meeting. The gravity of the gambling issue among the economically disadvantaged or residents with mental health issues who gamble in the Inner West was discussed. The issue is complex and needs to be considered in different contexts. An evaluation of the effectiveness of education programs taught in schools is being considered as a step towards creating better awareness amongst young people. In addition, a new training package is being rolled out to teach staff at gambling venues how to intervene with gamblers if they notice that they have problems. The Office of Responsible Gambling has a Responsible Gambling Fund that provides funding for a wide range of support services and programs for NSW residents adversely affected by gambling, including: Gambling Help phone service and face to face counselling services.
Action: The committee considered this issue at significant length and provided detailed advice to inform Council Officer on development of the compact for the Inner West.
moved/ seconded

Item 3 – Healthy Ageing Forum on May 7th	
The committee received the questions in advance that were crafted for the World Café section of the forum with some background information on each question. There was a suggestion to rephrase questions 5, 6 & 7 which was appreciated and the questions revised accordingly. Sandra, Nova, Anne and Hannah said they would be attending the Forum.
Action:  Questions 5, 6 & 7 were rephrased with more suitable language for the World Café rounds.
moved/ seconded
Item 4 –Building Social Capacity

It was clear from the discussion on Healthy Ageing that there was a desire to identify practical ways to build social capacity and replicate social models that work such in the Inner West, such as the Hannaford Centre.  Another point made was that as our demographic profile shifts, the traditional models that used to connect people need to be replaced with other ways to connect through shared interests instead. There needs to be a paradigm shift in thinking about the ageing process. This can be achieved through creating opportunities to connect people to each other across all stages of life and facilitating intergenerational connections to help build social capacity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: Based on the outcomes of the Healthy Ageing Forum and the Advisory Committees review of these, consider creating opportunities for people to connect to each other across all stages of life and facilitate intergenerational connections to build social capacity.


Item 5 – General remarks
More information is required to inform the thinking behind policy.


The meeting concluded at 20:10 pm. The next meeting is on Thursday, 1 August 2019 at 6pm.
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