
Inner West Council 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Local Democracy Group 

Meeting minutes 

Tuesday 10 February 2026 

Ashfield Service Centre, Level 5, Meeting Room 1, 260 Liverpool Road Ashfield  

and via teams: Meeting ID: 450 756 085 860 8 Passcode: G4ah7LU6 

Meeting commenced at 6:00pm and concluded at 8:00pm  

Attendees  

 

Welcome to Country – Aunty Deborah Lennis 

Apologies - NIL 

Disclosures of conflicts of interest – NIL and new form completed  

Endorse previous meeting minutes - Yes 

Community 
members 

Council 
officers 

Councillors  Presenters 

Wade Smith 
(Chairperson)  

Deborah 
Lennis 

Councillor Jo 
Carlisle  

(item 1 and 2) 

Marni Reti  

Kauntz Yeung 
Architects (online, 
item 2 only) 

Uncle Allan Barnes Samantha 
Snedden 

 Liz and Erryn  

Bushy Landscape 
Architects (in person, 
item 2 only) 

Uncle Derek Wilson  Simon Watts   

Dr Tarunna 
Sebastian  

   

Bernadette Hardy 
(online) 
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Discussion Items  

Agenda Item Discussion summary  Agenda item outcome/action (as required) 

1. Gumbramoora 
Swamp 
restoration & 
remnant river 
tour 

The Swamp restoration works are well under 
way and should be completed by July 2026.  

Remnant river tour  

The remnant river tour is scheduled for 19 March 2026  

2. Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander 
Community 
Hub  

Marni Reti, the hub architect, presented Kaunitz 
Yeung Architects design for the Aboriginal 
Community Hub and Liz and Erryn, Bushy 
Landscape Architects, presented their design 
for the landscape treatments. 

Committee members provided the following 
feedback: 

• The architectural design was positively 
received, members liked the use of as much 
space within the building as possible, and 
are keen to see as much natural light as 
possible within the building 

• The landscape design was positively 
received, members were very keen on the 
use of sandstone and would like to see as 

Resolution question: Are the designs as presented by 
Marni Reti (architect) and Bushy Landscape Architects 
endorsed for proposing to Council at the March meeting? 

Vote: The Committee vote was a unanimous yes 
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much reuse as possible of Council’s stock of 
sandstone, as material from Country needs 
to go back to Country 

• Maybe less of the bracken in the landscape 
design.  

The Committee wants the building to be 
completed as soon as possible to start using it 
for education, support and connectedness.  

3. Illoura Reserve 
Survival 
Memorial  

Latest design render shared.  

Excavation for the base scheduled for early 
April, with artwork installation to follow.  

The artwork pieces have been case in 
aluminium and are being sandblasted ahead 
of assembly of the nine arches, and structural 
welding/joint painting.  

 

4. Reconciliation 
Action Plan 
redevelopment 
update  

Engagement underway on the RAP 
redevelopment. Deb is booking engagement 
sessions with Aboriginal organisations, 
including the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

Continuation of other key RAP actions including 
the Community Hub and the third Aboriginal 
Survival memorial. 

Development of a plan for improving Aboriginal 
employment and retention underway with People and 
Culture, Deb Lennis and Simon Watts contributing. 
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5. Council & 
Community 
Information  

Service NSW Marrickville Aboriginal Artwork 
Initiative  

 

Strathfield Council & Create NSW Initiative 
Celebrate Nature & Art Exhibition 

 

Letter sent to Mayor, copied to the Committee: 
opposing artificial turf playing surfaces in 
Callan Park 

Health Issues   

Deborah Lennis to send information about Community 
members who want to be involved to Service NSW Staff 

 

Community to attend exhibition if wish.                                               

 

 

Passed on to community  

 

Reminder for women to get their breast checked and for 
men to get bowel and prostate checks regularly  

 

 

Next meeting – 28 April 2026  

 

 

 


