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DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL REPORT 

Application No. DA/2026/0315 

Address 3 Stafford Street STANMORE  

Proposal Pruning of one (1) tree within the rear setback 

Date of Lodgement 09 April 2026 

Applicant Ms Jane E Atkins 

Owner Ms Jane E Atkins 

Number of Submissions Nil 

Cost of works $1,650.00 

Reason for determination at Planning Panel Conflict of interest 

Key Considerations Tree pruning 

Recommendation Approved with Conditions  

Attachment A Recommended conditions of consent 

Attachment B Tree Risk Assessment Report 

 

 
LOCALITY MAP 

Subject 

Site 

 

  N 

Note: Notification not required under Council’s Community Engagement Strategy 2025-29.  
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1.  Executive Summary 
 

This report is an assessment of the application submitted to Council for Pruning of one (1) tree 

within the rear setback at 3 Stafford Street, Stanmore.  

 

No concerns have been raised from the assessment of the application and therefore the 

application is recommended for approval, subject to the imposition of appropriate conditions. 

 

2.  Proposal 
 

The proposed development seeks consent to prune one (1) tree in the rear yard of the site.  

 

The tree is identified in the Tree Risk Management Plan (provided at Appendix B) indicates 

the tree as Tree 1 is a mature Corymbia citriodora (Lemon scented gum) with a height of 17m 

and spread of 18m. The tree is in fair health and good condition, with a useful life expectancy 

(ULE) of 15-40 years.  

 

Tree 1 is identified in Figure 1 below. 

 

 
Figure 1. Tree 1 located at the rear of the site 

 

The Tree Risk Management Plan recommends pruning to be carried out for the purposes of 

general maintenance, and to further mitigate the risk of harm/damage occurring. The particular 

branch of most concern is the North West facing horizontal branch which overhangs the rear 

roof of the adjoining property at No. 1 Stafford Street.  
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3.  Site Description 
 

The site is legally described as Lot B in Deposited Plan 108767 and is located on the western 

side of Stafford Street, Stanmore, near the south-eastern corner of the intersection with 

Salisbury Road. The site consists of one allotment and is regular in shape, having a primary 

frontage to Stafford Street, a rear frontage to Stafford Lane, and is approximately 185sqm in 

area. 

 

The site contains a single storey, semi-detached dwelling. The site has pedestrian access 

from Stafford Street and a rear frontage to Stafford Lane with pedestrian access provided but 

no vehicular access.  

 

The site shares a common boundary and is partially attached to No. 1 Stafford Street to the 

north which contains a single storey semi-detached dwelling. It is adjoined by a three-storey 

residential flat building to the south at No. 5 Stafford Street.  

 

The site is zoned R2 Low Density Residential as shown in Figure 3 and is located within the 

Kingston West Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) pursuant to Schedule 5 of IWLEP 2011. 

 

 
Figure 2. Photo of site as viewed from Stafford Lane 
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Figure 3. IWLEP 2022 Land Zoning Map 

4.  Background 
 

Site history 

 

The following summary outlines the relevant development history of the subject site and any 

relevant applications on surrounding properties.  

 

Subject Site 

 

No relevant history is provided for the subject site.  

 

Surrounding properties 

 

No relevant history is provided for surrounding properties.  

 

Application history 

 

The following table outlines the relevant history of the subject application.  

 

Date Discussion / Letter / Additional Information  

09 April 2026 Application lodged with Council 
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5.  Assessment 
 

The following is a summary of the assessment of the application in accordance with Section 

4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act 1979).  

 

A.  Environmental Planning Instruments 
 

The application has been assessed and the following provides a summary of the relevant 

Environmental Planning Instruments.  

 

State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) 

 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021 

 

Chapter 4 Remediation of land 

 

Section 4.6(1) of the Resilience and Hazards SEPP requires the consent authority not consent 

to the carrying out of any development on land unless: 

 

(a) it has considered whether the land is contaminated, and 

(b) if the land is contaminated, it is satisfied that the land is suitable in its contaminated 

state (or will be suitable, after remediation) for the purpose for which the development 

is proposed to be carried out, and 

(c) if the land requires remediation to be made suitable for the purpose for which the 

development is proposed to be carried out, it is satisfied that the land will be 

remediated before the land is used for that purpose. 

 

In considering the above, there is no evidence of contamination on the Site and there is also 

no indication of uses listed in Table 1 of the contaminated land planning guidelines within 

Council’s records. The works involve tree pruning only and therefore no further consideration 

is warranted.    

 

Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022  

 

The application was assessed against the following relevant sections of the Inner West Local 

Environmental Plan 2022 (IWLEP 2022). 
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Part 1 – Preliminary  

 

Section Proposed Complies 

Section 1.2 

Aims of Plan  

The Proposal satisfies the section as the proposed 

tree pruning will have a negligible impact on the 

social, economic, and environmental character of 

the Inner West. 

Yes 

 

Part 2 – Permitted or prohibited development 

 

Section Proposed Complies 

Section 2.3  

Zone objectives and 

Land Use Table 

 

The application relates to tree pruning works only in 

association with a dwelling house. Dwelling 

houses are permitted with consent on the Site and 

are consistent with the zone objectives.  

Yes 

 

Part 4 – Principal development standards 

 

The proposal does not seek to alter any aspect of the site that would affect compliance with 

development standards prescribed by IWLEP 2022. Therefore, no further consideration of Part 

4 of the IWLEP 2022 is relevant. 

 
Part 5 – Miscellaneous provisions 

 

Section Proposed Complies 

Section 5.10  

Heritage 

conservation 

The proposed works are located within the Kingston West 

HCA (C90) under Schedule 5 of IWLEP 2011.  

 

Pursuant to Clause 5.10(5), a Heritage Impact Statement 

(HIS) was prepared in support of the Proposal. The HIS 

assesses the extent to which the carrying out of the 

proposal would affect the heritage significance of the 

Kingston West HCA.  

 

The proposed works comprise of routine and appropriate 

pruning to one (1) tree to the rear of the site and no other 

works are proposed to the site.  

 

Overall, the proposed works are reasonable and 

appropriate. The works are routine and reasonable 

maintenance measures and interventions that will support 

the ongoing retention of the tree, alongside the protection 

of built structures, utilities and community wellbeing and will 

not negatively impact on the heritage significance of the 

Kingston West HCA. 

Yes 
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B.  Development Control Plans 
 

The application has been assessed, and the following provides a summary of the relevant 

provisions of Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011 (MDCP 2011). 

 

MDCP 2011  Complies 

Part 2.1 – Urban Design Yes 

Part 2.3 – Site and Context Analysis Yes 

Part 2.20 – Tree Management  Yes – see discussion  

Part 2.24 – Contaminated Land Yes 

Part 4.1 – Low Density Residential Development  Yes 

Part 8 – Heritage  Yes - see discussion  

 

The following section provides discussion of the relevant issues in further detail.  

 
Part 2 – Generic Provisions 

 

Control Assessment Complies 

Part 2.20 Tree 

Management 

The Proposal satisfies the relevant provisions of this Part as 

follows: 

• The pruning works sought are limited to pruning of the 

trees in the aim of increasing clearances from existing 

building structures and to remove dead branches. 

• The tree does not contain any habitat for threatened 

species, populations or ecological communities, and is 

not located within a wildlife corridor. 

• Whilst no unacceptable risks to people and/or property 

were identified, the tree works are in the interests of 

mitigating the already tolerable risks to people and/or 

property, and for general maintenance and upkeep of the 

tree only, and not specifically for risk control. 

Yes 

 

It is noted that a letter was submitted with the application (by the applicant) which is from the 

owner of the adjoining property at No. 1 Stafford Street. The letter raises concern over the 

assessment methodology and conclusion made in the Tree Risk assessment carried out.  

 

The matters raised in the letter have been considered. Council’s assessment is based on the 

requested works only (tree pruning) and relies on the information provided by the Applicant 

which includes a Tree Risk Assessment Report prepared by Rainbow Tree Consulting dated 

23 March 2026. 

  

The report was prepared by a qualified Arborist (AQF Level 5) with relevant qualification in 

Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA). The risk assessment is based on three key 

components: Target (land use/value), Size of tree part likely to fail, and Probability of Failure. 

The submitted report states that the risk assessment for this particular tree found no 

unacceptable risks to people and/or property. Based on the assessment findings, the 

Applicant’s Arborist has recommended general maintenance pruning and to mitigate the risk 
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of harm/damage occurring. The application was reviewed by an independent Urban Forest 

specialist who supports the report findings and recommended pruning which has been 

included into the recommended conditions of consent. Council’s assessment found no 

reasons for additional pruning beyond the amount specified in the Tree Risk Assessment 

Report provided in support of the DA. 

 

Council notes the concerns raised about previous branch failures. However historical weather 

data shows that majority of the recorded dates of previous branch failures based on dates 

included in the letter have occurred on or shortly after windy days. It is noted that branch can 

partially fracture during a windy day but then finally fail on a calm day shortly after. 

 

Any property damage as suggested in the letter is a civil matter between the two property 

owners and is not a matter for consideration as part of the assessment of this DA. 

 
Part 8 – Heritage 

 

Control Assessment Complies 

Part 8.2.9 

Kingston West 

HCA 7 

The proposal raises no issues that will be contrary to the 

provisions of this part of MDCP 2011. The tree is not identified 

in the statement of significance for the HCA and therefore the 

tree pruning will not impact on the heritage significance of the 

HCA.  

Yes 

 

C.  The Significant Likely Impacts 
 

These matters have been considered as part of the assessment of the development 

application. It is considered that the proposed development will not have significant adverse 

environmental, social or economic impacts upon the locality. 

 

D.  The Suitability of the Site for the Development 
 

The proposal is of a nature in keeping with the overall residential function of the site. 

 

E.  Submissions 
 

The application was not required to be notified in accordance with Council’s notification policy. 

 

F.  The Public Interest 
 

The public interest is best served by the consistent application of the requirements of the 

relevant Environmental Planning Instruments, and by Council ensuring that any adverse 

effects on the surrounding area and the environment are appropriately managed.  

 

This has been achieved in this instance.  
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6.  Referrals 
 

The application was referred to an urban forest specialist who provided the following 

comments: 

 

“The site was inspected on the 21 April 2026. 

 

The submitted Tree Risk Assessment Report prepared by Rainbow Tree Consultancy 

dated 23 March 2026 has been reviewed. 

 

Tree 1 – has been identified as a Corymbia citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum) in the rear 

yard. The tree was noted in good healthy condition and provides a positive contribution 

to the amenity and canopy cover of the immediate area. Previous branch failures (50-

100mmø) were observed throughout the canopy. Minor dead branches were also noted. 

 

The submitted documentation indicates that pruning of one lower 3rd order branch 

overhanging the neighbours dwelling is proposed for removal/ pruning. Along with dead 

branches. 

 

No objection is raised to the requested pruning. A condition is attached outlining the 

approved pruning for inclusion into the DA consent.” 

 

Comment: 

 

The recommended condition of consent is included in Attachment A.  

 
7.  Conclusion 
 

The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained 

in Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022 and Marrickville Development Control Plan 

2011.  

 

The development will not result in any significant impacts on the amenity of the adjoining 

properties and the streetscape and is considered to be in the public interest. 

 

The application is considered suitable for approval subject to the imposition of appropriate 

conditions. 

 
8.  Recommendation 
 

A. That the Inner West Local Planning Panel exercising the functions of the Council as 

the consent authority, pursuant to s4.16 of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979, grant consent to Development Application No. DA/2026/0315 

for the pruning of one (1) tree within the rear setback at 3 Stafford Street STANMORE, 

subject to the conditions listed in Attachment A below.  
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Attachment A – Recommended conditions of consent  
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Attachment B – Tree Risk Assessment Report 
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