Inner West Local Planning Panel

ITEM1

~ IQ mNE
)]
WWHER $WEST
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL REPORT

Application No.

DA/2026/0315

3 Stafford Street STANMORE

Address
Proposal Pruning of one (1) tree within the rear setback
Date of Lodgement 09 April 2026
Applicant Ms Jane E Atkins
Owner Ms Jane E Atkins
Number of Submissions Nil
Cost of works $1,650.00
Conflict of interest

Reason for determination at Planning Panel

Tree pruning

Key Considerations

Recommendation Approved with Conditions

Attachment A Recommended conditions of consent
Tree Risk Assessment Report

Attachment B

1 9 17
1 5 [EaT a5 13
- 223 21 19
37 35 ¥ ¥ 2 i
39 ; 76
75
43
é? 7 78
@
7
§ ) 80
g 81
o
Sk 83 82 5
Salisbury Lane =
v Lane g
salisbury Lan o
>3 20-22 Salisbyry | . S
Y Lane 5
e ]
o
24 85
84
26 78 76
62A — 3
, @
60A ¢ 64 5
S 58A g0 62 Salisbury Road 2
54 Stanmore Sali o =
alisby 3 20
1Y Roag 8 9 o3 100
S 102
o
d . \
ary Roa o o Salishy,
'Y Road
2
. - Camperdown
4
5A :
6 . 92 1
2 z 91 3
7 10 3 "
u @ 9 o 96
¥ 9 & 12 » 5 % g 1
ke - © 1 by T g
7 1 £ 5
5 % 3 14 £ £ 95 38 = { 3
< 8 T 13 B 3 g
g 13 < @ 3 $ §
g ] 16 7 15 “@ g z
3 15 97 100 = -]
A 15A J y g’
17 18 102 3
F 17 29
0 204 104 th
1
8
13
- 20 T 101 i
= 106 13A
‘ 20

Note: Notification not required under Council’s Community Engagement Strategy 2025-29.
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1. Executive Summary

This report is an assessment of the application submitted to Council for Pruning of one (1) tree
within the rear setback at 3 Stafford Street, Stanmore.

No concerns have been raised from the assessment of the application and therefore the
application is recommended for approval, subject to the imposition of appropriate conditions.

2. Proposal

The proposed development seeks consent to prune one (1) tree in the rear yard of the site.

The tree is identified in the Tree Risk Management Plan (provided at Appendix B) indicates
the tree as Tree 1 is a mature Corymbia citriodora (Lemon scented gum) with a height of 17m
and spread of 18m. The tree is in fair health and good condition, with a useful life expectancy
(ULE) of 15-40 years.

Tree 1 is identified in Figure 1 below.

Photos 6 and 7, taken from St

‘£ o3

Figure 1. Tree 1 located at the rear of the site

The Tree Risk Management Plan recommends pruning to be carried out for the purposes of
general maintenance, and to further mitigate the risk of harm/damage occurring. The particular
branch of most concern is the North West facing horizontal branch which overhangs the rear
roof of the adjoining property at No. 1 Stafford Street.
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3. Site Description

The site is legally described as Lot B in Deposited Plan 108767 and is located on the western
side of Stafford Street, Stanmore, near the south-eastern corner of the intersection with
Salisbury Road. The site consists of one allotment and is regular in shape, having a primary
frontage to Stafford Street, a rear frontage to Stafford Lane, and is approximately 185sgm in
area.

The site contains a single storey, semi-detached dwelling. The site has pedestrian access
from Stafford Street and a rear frontage to Stafford Lane with pedestrian access provided but
no vehicular access.

The site shares a common boundary and is partially attached to No. 1 Stafford Street to the
north which contains a single storey semi-detached dwelling. It is adjoined by a three-storey
residential flat building to the south at No. 5 Stafford Street.

The site is zoned R2 Low Density Residential as shown in Figure 3 and is located within the
Kingston West Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) pursuant to Schedule 5 of IWLEP 2011.

T o g IR SRl NN

Figure 2. Photo of site as viewed from Stafford Lane
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SF2 Stormwater
Management
Systems

Figure 3. IWLEP 2022 Land Zoning Map

4. Background

Site history

The following summary outlines the relevant development history of the subject site and any
relevant applications on surrounding properties.

Subject Site
No relevant history is provided for the subject site.
Surrounding properties

No relevant history is provided for surrounding properties.

Application history

The following table outlines the relevant history of the subject application.

Date Discussion / Letter / Additional Information

09 April 2026 Application lodged with Council
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5. Assessment

The following is a summary of the assessment of the application in accordance with Section
4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act 1979).

A. Environmental Planning Instruments

The application has been assessed and the following provides a summary of the relevant
Environmental Planning Instruments.

State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs)
State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021

Chapter 4 Remediation of land

Section 4.6(1) of the Resilience and Hazards SEPP requires the consent authority not consent
to the carrying out of any development on land unless:

(a) it has considered whether the land is contaminated, and

(b) if the land is contaminated, it is satisfied that the land is suitable in its contaminated
state (or will be suitable, after remediation) for the purpose for which the development
is proposed to be carried out, and

(c) if the land requires remediation to be made suitable for the purpose for which the
development is proposed to be carried out, it is satisfied that the land will be
remediated before the land is used for that purpose.

In considering the above, there is no evidence of contamination on the Site and there is also
no indication of uses listed in Table 1 of the contaminated land planning guidelines within
Council’s records. The works involve tree pruning only and therefore no further consideration
is warranted.

Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022

The application was assessed against the following relevant sections of the Inner West Local
Environmental Plan 2022 (IWLEP 2022).

PAGE 10



Inner West Local Planning Panel ITEM 1

Part 1 — Preliminary

Section Proposed Complies

Section 1.2 The Proposal satisfies the section as the proposed Yes
tree pruning will have a negligible impact on the
social, economic, and environmental character of
the Inner West.

Aims of Plan

Part 2 — Permitted or prohibited development

Section Proposed Complies
Section 2.3 The application relates to tree pruning works only in Yes
association with a dwelling house. Dwelling

Zone objectives and
Land Use Table houses are permitted with consent on the Site and

are consistent with the zone objectives.

Part 4 — Principal development standards

The proposal does not seek to alter any aspect of the site that would affect compliance with
development standards prescribed by IWLEP 2022. Therefore, no further consideration of Part
4 of the IWLEP 2022 is relevant.

Part 5 — Miscellaneous provisions

Section Proposed Complies
Section 5.10 The proposed works are located within the Kingston West Yes
Heritage HCA (C90) under Schedule 5 of IWLEP 2011.

conservation

Pursuant to Clause 5.10(5), a Heritage Impact Statement
(HIS) was prepared in support of the Proposal. The HIS
assesses the extent to which the carrying out of the
proposal would affect the heritage significance of the
Kingston West HCA.

The proposed works comprise of routine and appropriate
pruning to one (1) tree to the rear of the site and no other
works are proposed to the site.

Overall, the proposed works are reasonable and
appropriate. The works are routine and reasonable
maintenance measures and interventions that will support
the ongoing retention of the tree, alongside the protection
of built structures, utilities and community wellbeing and will
not negatively impact on the heritage significance of the
Kingston West HCA.
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B. Development Control Plans

The application has been assessed, and the following provides a summary of the relevant
provisions of Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011 (MDCP 2011).

MDCP 2011 Complies

Part 2.1 — Urban Design Yes

Part 2.3 — Site and Context Analysis Yes

Part 2.20 — Tree Management Yes — see discussion
Part 2.24 — Contaminated Land Yes

Part 4.1 — Low Density Residential Development Yes

Part 8 — Heritage Yes - see discussion

The following section provides discussion of the relevant issues in further detail.

Part 2 — Generic Provisions

Control Assessment Complies

Part 2.20 Tree | The Proposal satisfies the relevant provisions of this Part as Yes

Management follows:

e The pruning works sought are limited to pruning of the
trees in the aim of increasing clearances from existing
building structures and to remove dead branches.

e The tree does not contain any habitat for threatened
species, populations or ecological communities, and is
not located within a wildlife corridor.

e Whilst no unacceptable risks to people and/or property
were identified, the tree works are in the interests of
mitigating the already tolerable risks to people and/or
property, and for general maintenance and upkeep of the
tree only, and not specifically for risk control.

It is noted that a letter was submitted with the application (by the applicant) which is from the
owner of the adjoining property at No. 1 Stafford Street. The letter raises concern over the
assessment methodology and conclusion made in the Tree Risk assessment carried out.

The matters raised in the letter have been considered. Council’s assessment is based on the
requested works only (tree pruning) and relies on the information provided by the Applicant
which includes a Tree Risk Assessment Report prepared by Rainbow Tree Consulting dated
23 March 2026.

The report was prepared by a qualified Arborist (AQF Level 5) with relevant qualification in
Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA). The risk assessment is based on three key
components: Target (land use/value), Size of tree part likely to fail, and Probability of Failure.
The submitted report states that the risk assessment for this particular tree found no
unacceptable risks to people and/or property. Based on the assessment findings, the
Applicant’s Arborist has recommended general maintenance pruning and to mitigate the risk
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of harm/damage occurring. The application was reviewed by an independent Urban Forest
specialist who supports the report findings and recommended pruning which has been
included into the recommended conditions of consent. Council’'s assessment found no
reasons for additional pruning beyond the amount specified in the Tree Risk Assessment
Report provided in support of the DA.

Council notes the concerns raised about previous branch failures. However historical weather
data shows that majority of the recorded dates of previous branch failures based on dates
included in the letter have occurred on or shortly after windy days. It is noted that branch can
partially fracture during a windy day but then finally fail on a calm day shortly after.

Any property damage as suggested in the letter is a civil matter between the two property
owners and is not a matter for consideration as part of the assessment of this DA.

Part 8 — Heritage

Control Assessment Complies
Part 8.2.9 The proposal raises no issues that will be contrary to the Yes
Kingston West provisions of this part of MDCP 2011. The tree is not identified
HCA7 in the statement of significance for the HCA and therefore the

tree pruning will not impact on the heritage significance of the

HCA.

C. The Significant Likely Impacts

These matters have been considered as part of the assessment of the development
application. It is considered that the proposed development will not have significant adverse
environmental, social or economic impacts upon the locality.

D. The Suitability of the Site for the Development
The proposal is of a nature in keeping with the overall residential function of the site.
E. Submissions

The application was not required to be notified in accordance with Council’s notification policy.

F. The Public Interest

The public interest is best served by the consistent application of the requirements of the
relevant Environmental Planning Instruments, and by Council ensuring that any adverse
effects on the surrounding area and the environment are appropriately managed.

This has been achieved in this instance.
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6. Referrals

The application was referred to an urban forest specialist who provided the following
comments:

“The site was inspected on the 21 April 2026.

The submitted Tree Risk Assessment Report prepared by Rainbow Tree Consultancy
dated 23 March 2026 has been reviewed.

Tree 1— has been identified as a Corymbia citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum) in the rear
yard. The tree was noted in good healthy condition and provides a positive contribution
to the amenity and canopy cover of the immediate area. Previous branch failures (50-
100mmg) were observed throughout the canopy. Minor dead branches were also noted.

The submitted documentation indicates that pruning of one lower 3™ order branch
overhanging the neighbours dwelling is proposed for removal/ pruning. Along with dead

branches.

No objection is raised to the requested pruning. A condition is attached outlining the
approved pruning for inclusion into the DA consent.”

Comment:

The recommended condition of consent is included in Attachment A.

7. Conclusion

The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained
in Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2022 and Marrickville Development Control Plan
2011.

The development will not result in any significant impacts on the amenity of the adjoining
properties and the streetscape and is considered to be in the public interest.

The application is considered suitable for approval subject to the imposition of appropriate
conditions.

8. Recommendation

A. That the Inner West Local Planning Panel exercising the functions of the Council as
the consent authority, pursuant to s4.16 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979, grant consent to Development Application No. DA/2026/0315
for the pruning of one (1) tree within the rear setback at 3 Stafford Street STANMORE,
subject to the conditions listed in Attachment A below.
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Attachment A — Recommended conditions of consent

CONDITIONS OF CONSENT

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Condition

1. Works to Trees
Approval is given for the following tree to be pruned:

Tree |Species

No. |Location Approved Pruning

« Selectively prune 1x 2" order branch with
a diameter of 100mm at the branch collar
Corvmbia (attachment point with another branch)
ory. that overhangs the neighbours building.
citriodora (Lemon ;
1 * Reference shall be made to the Tree Risk
Scented Gum) - ”
Rear Yard Assessment Report prepared by Rainbow
Tree Consultancy dated 23 March 2026
showing branch to be pruned.
e  Pruning of deadwood

All tree works shall be undertaken by a person holding a minimum Australian
Qualification Framework (AQF) Level 3, Certificate of Arboriculture, as defined by the
Australian Qualification Framework and in compliance with Australian Standard AS
4373—Pruning of amenity trees and Safe Work Australia’s Guide to Managing Risks
of Tree Trimming and Removal Work.

Any works in the vicinity of the Low Voltage Overhead Network (including service
lines—pole to house connections) shall be undertaken by an approved network
service provider contractor for the management of vegetation conflicting with such
services. Contact the relevant network service provider for further advice in this
regard.

Note: removal of any other tree that would require consent of Council is not approved.
Reason: To identify trees permitted to be removed.

2. Other works

Works or activities other than those approved by this Development Consent will
require the submission of a new Development Application or an application to modify
the consent under Section 4.55 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1979.

Reason: To ensure compliance with legislative requirements.

3. Storage of materials on public property
The placing of any materials on Council's footpath or roadway is prohibited, without
the prior consent of Council.

Reason: To protect pedestrian safety.
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BUILDING WORK
DURING BUILDING WORK

Condition

4, Construction Hours — Class 1 and 10

Unless otherwise approved by Council, excavation, demolition, construction or
subdivision work are only permitted between the hours of 7:00am to 5.00pm, Mondays
to Saturdays (inclusive) with no works permitted on, Sundays or Public Holidays.

Reason: To protect the amenity of the neighbourhood.
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Attachment B — Tree Risk Assessment Report

Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

(/ﬁ}{y DAVID BIDWELL T 0400 312 246
) Ny

CONSULTING ARBORIST
P RAINBOW TREE CONSULTANCY 298 Rainbow Street Coogee NSW

|

. %
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| W

-

Tree Risk Assessment Report

Prepared by David Bidwell, Rainbow Tree Consultancy
For: Liz Atkins

Regarding one Corymbia citriodora (lemon scented gum)
3 Stafford Street, Stanmore NSW 2048

23 March 2026

Consent Authority: Inner West Council

Tree Report 2026
Page 1 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore

Document Set ID: 41724512
Version: 1, Version Date: 09/04/2026
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

Executive Summary

Rainbow Tree Consultancy (RTC) has been requested by Liz Atkins, the owner/occupier
of 3 Stafford Street Stanmore to carry out a site visit, and tree risk assessment for one
(1) tree in their rear garden; a Corymbia citriodora. The large tree overhangs the subject
property, and the neighbours property, at 1 Stafford Street. It also overhangs the rear
lane, Stafford Lane, and Salisbury Road. The tree has a known history of branch failure
in stormy weather, and the neighbour has expressed concerns about the risk that they
feel that the trees poses to garden users and properties.

During the site visit, no unacceptable risks to people and/or property were identified. Any
tree work recommended in this report is in the interests of further mitigating the already
tolerable risks, and for general maintenance and upkeep of the tree only, and not
specifically for risk control.

O “ i) ) o

| . v B -

TSR EISBURY,
) N -
-3 1

Photo 1. Aerial image indicating the extent of
tree canopy and relevant property boundaries.

Tree Report 2026
Page 2 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore

Document Set ID: 41724512
Version: 1, Version Date: 09/04/2026
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246
1. Tree Schedule
Tree Species Common Age Height Spread DBH Health = Condition ULE
no. name range (m) (m) (mm) (years)
. Lemon
Corymbia scented Mature 17 18 805 Fair Good 15-40
citriodora qum Medium

2. Scope of works

The subject Tree is a large Corymbia citriodora (lemon scented gum) situated in the rear
yard of the subject property. This risk assessment applies to the Corymbia citriodora only,
hereafter referred to as the subject tree.

3. Methodology
The visual assessment was carried out from ground level only. The dimensions were
estimated using clinometer software, a standard tape measure, and a diameter tape to
estimate the height, the canopy spread and measure the stem diameter (DBH) dimensions
respectively. The Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) methodology was applied to
the tree, to assess risks, and the QTRA calculator wheel was used on site. No drilling or
excavations were carried out during the site inspection, and no soil analysis took place. A
non technical summary of the QTRA methodology is attached as an appendix to to this
report. The QTRA methodology allows the QTRA practitioner to assess the risk over a
recommended twelve (12) month period subsequent to the inspection date. The QTRA
system was developed in the UK, to help assess the risk of harm or damage occurring to
property, occupants, pedestrians, or traffic (or multiple targets) over the 12 months
following the site visit. The method uses the following three components below to calculate
the risk.

- Target; Land use, calculated over 24 hours per day, 365 days per annum.

- Size of part

- Probability of failure (P.O.F)
With QTRA, the above 3 components are represented in broad ranges, and risk of harm or
damage is represented with a description, generated from the numerical values. A risk
rating figure higher than 1/10,000 will usually be considered "Unacceptable’ or "Tolerable
only by agreement'. A figure lower than 1/10,000 will normally be considered “Tolerable’
or ‘Broadly Acceptable’ in the case of a figure lower than 1/1000,000.

4. Background

The following information was supplied to RTC on upon engagement for this report.

+ Aprevious tree risk assessment report from a consulting arborist dated 5 March 2018.

+ Details of 2 significant branch failures described in the above report as having recently
occurred.

+ Records and photos of several significant branch failures, all anecdotally having
occurred during windy and/or rainy conditions, dating between 2011 and 2026.

5. Site visit

David Bidwell from RTC attended the site on 19 March 2026, at 10am. Weather conditions
were damp but not raining, overcast and mild with no breeze. The assessment, and
estimates of height and canopy spread, and measurement of the trunk diameter (DBH)
was carried out from the property, and from the surrounding streets. No access was
gained to any other properties.

Discussions on site with Liz covered the following:

Tree Report 2026
Page 4 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore

Document Set ID: 41724512
Version: 1, Version Date: 09/04/2026
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

- The tree has a history (since before the last report in 2018) of dropping live branches in
stormy conditions, regularly, sizes between 50mm and 150mm. in diameter.

+ Branch failures have continued to occur in stormy conditions, since the 2018 report, and
also since the most recent pruning was carried out in April 2025.

« No known incidents of branch failure have occurred in calm, still conditions.

- No known incidents of branch failure have resulted in harm to garden or house
occupants or pedestrians, and property damage on the owners side has been minor in
nature, and of vehicle damage on the neighbours side (see table, photo 8, page 10.

+ The tree has been well maintained, and pruned most recently in April 2025, when dead
wood was removed.

Other observations were as follows:

+ Upon inspection, the tree appeared in fair health and good structural condition with no

visible defects.

The canopy density appeared slightly sparse but not untypical for this species and is

considered to be within the normal range.

+ The canopy has had many of the inner branches previously removed leaving the denser
parts of the canopy on the outer edges. This effect is known as “lions tailing’, and can
result in an unbalanced canopy, and may increase the likelihood of future branch failure.

+ The large tree canopy overhangs the neighbouring property; 1 Stafford Street, to the
north and west, the rear lane, Stafford Lane to the east, and the Salisbury Road footpath
to the north.

+ The tree can be seen widely from different vantage points around the neighbourhood,
Stafford Street, Stafford Lane, Salisbury Road, and Cardigan Street.

6. Risk assessment
Risk assessments for damage to property, and harm to pedestrians and garden occupants
were assessed to be tolerable and broadly acceptable respect respectively.

A. Assessing the risk of harm to the occupants of the gardens of 1 and/or 3 Stafford
Street beneath the tree, should branch failure occur, the risk of harm was calculated to be:

Target 3 (14 min/day - 2 min/day)
Size 3 (250-110mm. diameter
Probability of failure 4 (1/1K - 1/10K)

The recommended action is

No action currently required, review the risk’

B. Assessing the risk of damage to the properties at 1 and/or 3 Stafford Street, should
limb failure occur, the risk of damage was calculated to be:
Tolerable 1/300,000
Target 3 (property 20,000-2000 GBP) converts to $40,000-$4000
Size Property
Probability of failure 4 (1/1K - 1/10K)
The recommended action is to
+ Assess costs and benefits of risk control
+ Control the risk only where a significant benefit might be achieved at reasonable
cost
* Review the risk

Tree Report 2026
Page 5 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore

Document Set ID: 41724512
Version: 1, Version Date: 09/04/2026
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

7. Recommendations
7.1. Pruning

Pruning is recommended to be carried out for the purposes of general maintenance, and

to further mitigate the risk of harm/damage occurring. The particular branch of most

concern is the NW facing horizontal branch which overhangs the rear roof of 1 Stafford

Street. Although there is no visible defect on the branch, or anywhere else in the tree

canopy, minor reduction pruning may have a positive impact in further reducing the weight

and leverage on some branches, specifically selective pruning to the aforementioned

branch. Please see the marked photograph (photos 2 to 5 on pages 8 and 9), which

indicates the suggested pruning position. Over the remainder of the tree, reduction pruning

may be carried out to reduce the canopy by 5%, while not changing the shape, or reducing

the overall size of the tree. Routine maintenance is recommended for regular

deadwooding, every three (3 years), consistent with AS 4373-2007.

CROWN MAINTENANCE

+ Deadwooding. (section 7.2, clause 7.2.2). Removal of dead branches >25mm.
diameter.

+  Selective pruning. (section 7.2, clause 7.2.4). Removal of the branch marked in photos
no. 2 to 5.

CROWN MODIFICATION

+ Reduction pruning. (section 7.3, clause 7.3.2). Pruning of small branches to reduce the
canopy. Pruning must not exceed 5% total live canopy in order to achieve the desired
results, while retaining the main structural branches, size and shape of the tree.
Pruning wounds for live branches must not exceed 50mm. in diameter. In particular, the
canopy should not be thinned as this would risk further exacerbating the uneven
density of the canopy.

All tree work, must be carried out by an arborist qualified to minimum AQF level 3, and in

accordance with the Australian Standard for Pruning of Amenity Trees, AS 4373-2007, and

the Code of Practice for the Amenity Tree Industry. Consent must be sought from Inner

West Council, the consent authority, prior to carrying out tree works.

7.2. Regular inspection
Undertake regular re-inspection of the trees at least every three years. This must be
carried out by an arborist qualified to AQF level 5, and qualified in one of the tree risk
assessment methodologies described below.
QTRA https://www.qtra.co.uk/
TRAQ https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/ISA-Tree-Risk-Assessment-Qualification
VALID https://www.validtreerisk.com/

8. References and further reading

+ Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA). Version 5 https://www.qtra.co.uk

+ Inner West Council DCP. https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/live/information-for-
residents/trees/trees-on-your-property-pruning-or-removing
The Body language of trees, by C. Mattheck, K. Bethge, K.Weber. 2015.

+ Lions Tail pruning of trees. https://isatexas.com/2017/article/lions-tail-pruning/

9. Glossary of terms

DBH Diameter at breast height (stem diameter measured at 1.4 metres above ground).
AQF Australian Qualifications Framework
ULE Useful life expectancy
Tree Report 2026
Page 6 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246
10. Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA)

Quantified Tree Risk Assessment

A Non-technical Summary

Tree safety management is about limiting the risk of harm from tree failure while maintaining the benefits conferred by
trees. Although it may seem counter-intuitive, the condition of trees should not necessarily be the first consideration.
Instead, tree managers should first take account of the usage of the land on and around which the trees stand, and this in
turn will inform the process of assessing the trees.

The Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) method applies established and accepted risk management principles to
tree safety management. Firstly, the targets (people and property) onto which trees could fail are assessed and
quantified, thus enabling tree managers to determine whether they need to assess trees and to what degree of rigour an
assessment or inspection of the trees is required. Where necessary, a tree or branch is then considered in terms of both
its size (potential impact) and probability of failure. Values derived from the assessment of these three components
(target, size and probability of failure) are combined to calculate a risk of harm within the coming year. The year is simply
a convenient time-frame over which to measure the risk and does not in itself infer that the risk should be re-assessed
annually; rather the frequency of re-assessment should be informed by the level of risk and the characteristics of the tree

population and land-use.

The quantification of risk is not the only consideration when managing tree safety. The financial cost of reducing the risk
and the potential loss of the many benefits from trees should be accounted for when making risk management decisions.

By quantifying the risks we can more readily assess this balance.

The method moves the management of tree safety away from labelling trees as either ‘safe’ or ‘unsafe’ and requiring
definitive statements of tree safety from either tree surveyors or tree managers. Instead, QTRA quantifies the risk of
harm from tree failure in a way that enables tree managers to account for the various costs and benefits of risk reduction
and operate to pre-determined risk thresholds. Using a traffic light system of colour coding the risk from trees, we have
simplified the decision making process for tree owners and tree managers. For more information on the QTRA method
and the decision making process, download the QTRA Practice Note, which is available in eight languages and seventeen

country-specific versions.

Broadly Acceptable Do nothing.

Yellow Tolerable Do nothing, unless you expect the risk to increase significantly before the next
assessment. The benefits conferred by the tree will usually outweigh the risk.
Amber Tolerable Reduce the risk unless there is broad stakeholder agreement to retain it.
Red Unacceptable Reduce the risk.

Quantified Tree Risk Assessment Ltd.
9 Lowe Street

Macclesfield

Cheshire

SK117NJ

United Kingdom

www.gtra.co.uk

Tree Report 2026
Page 7 commercial in confidence 3 Stafford Street Stanmore
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

11. Disclaimer

This report has been prepared for the sole use of the client. Rainbow Tree Consultancy accepts no
responsibility for its use by other persons. The client acknowledges that this report, and any opinions,
advice or recommendations expressed or given in it, are based on the information supplied by the client
and on the data obtained during inspections and analysis carried out or obtained by Rainbow Tree
Consultancy, at the time of inspection only.

This report may not identify all structural defects in trees inspected and no responsibility is accepted for
defects not identified. Some structural defects may not be visible. Severe weather conditions such as high
wind, heavy rain, storm activity, lightning and other environmental events are unpredictable. Damage to
trees may occur during or soon after these unpredictable events, and Rainbow Tree Consultancy accepts
no responsibility for such damage occurring.

Due to the nature of tree growth, and the unique surroundings of each tree, the location of roots is
unpredictable. The accurate detection of all structural defects in tree root systems is often difficult, and
Rainbow Tree Consultancy accepts no responsibility for damage occurring resulting from such a defect.

The client should rely on the contents of this report, only to the extent of the observations and advice
detailed in the report. No responsibility for damage to persons or property is accepted for damage by trees
referred to in this report due to other unforeseen circumstances. This publication is not intended as, and
does not represent legal advice and should not be relied upon to take the place of such advice. Although
every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of the information included in this publication as of the
date on which it was issued, the legislation is subject to frequent change.

David Bidwell, Rainbow Tree Consultancy.

12.Photos

Salisbury Road, indicating the branch
recommended for selective pruning for selective pruning

property, indicating the branch recommended
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o 3 st X z ) % )
Photo 4 taken from the footpath on Salisbury
Road, underneath the subject branch.
Branches marked green, for selective pruning,
and the position of the final pruning cuts
marked red dotted.
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

Photo 8, list of known branch failures,
occurring between 2011 and 2026,
compiled by the owner/occupier of 1
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

1 - ey
Photos 9 and 10, branch failure 15 Ja

i

Photo 12, branch failure 5 March 2026
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Rainbow Tree Consultancy 0400 312 246

Photos 13 and 14, branch failure 5 March 2026

David Bidwell, Rainbow Tree Consultancy.
Diploma of Arboriculture, AQF level 5.
Registered QTRA Assessor 1167
Registered TRAQ Assessor

Registered VALIDator

Arboriculture Australia Registered Consulting Arborist
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