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24th November 2017 
 
Attention:  
Mr. Alex Sicari 
Britely Property 
L2, 210 Clarence St 
Sydney, NSW, 2000 
 
 
 
 
Dear Alex,     

Re: 1-5 Chester St Annandale 

Design Excellence Review 
 
 
DKO Architecture is one of Australia’s leading design practices specialising in Masterplanning, Urban 
Design, Architecture and Interior Design with a strong capacity in the design and delivery of high quality, 
award winning, multi-residential apartment projects. A large component of our work in Sydney addresses the 
requirements of the NSW State Environmental Planning Policy 65 (SEPP 65) and the NSW Department of 
Planning Apartment Design Guide (ADG). 
 
Our reputation has been developed through rigorous testing of planning models and diverse typology 
responses which reflect the needs of contemporary living environments. Established in Melbourne in 2000 - 
with offices in Sydney, Melbourne and Auckland - the dKO team consists of 190 architects, urban designers 
and interior designers. Undertaking projects throughout Australia, New Zealand and South East Asia, DKO is 
highly regarded and considered industry leaders in contemporary apartment trends and for their commercial 
knowledge and track record in all forms of residential architecture. Whilst we consider SEPP 65 and ADG, 
DKO pursues higher quality, aspirational buildings that exceed these requirements. 
 
DKO Architecture’s Sydney office participated in over 10 Residential Design Excellence Competitions this 
year and was part of the jury for 3 major competitions this year. This year DKO received a commendation for 
Multiple housing in the AIA NSW awards. 
 
We are thus able to comment on the potential for design excellence to be achieved on this site. 
 
Having reviewed the Urban Design Report prepared by Urban Design and Town Planning practice, ae design 
partnership dated 20th September 2017 and the Parramatta Road Urban Transformation Strategy, November 
2016 (PRUTS) Planning and Design Guidelines, our analysis is as follows- 
 

- This particular site is unique in its triangular shape, with only one adjacent neighbour to the south. 
The low rise residential properties to the north-west, and commercial property to the north-east are 
well in excess of minimum building separation as defined in the ADG; 

- The commercial property to the north-east in the PRUTS is proposed to be rezoned to recreation 
(public park) closest to the subject site, further improving future aspect to the north-east; 

- The strata industrial property to the south is proposed in the PRUTS is to be Medium Density 
Residential and ae design analysis shows the opportunity for this future development to continue the 
built form proposed in the subject site’s proposal; 

- The proposed building layout demonstrates the opportunity to achieve a high level of solar access 
through the plan orientation and single sided corridor design; 

- The single sided corridor design will also facilitate high levels of crossflow ventilation; 
- The landscaped, open air central courtyard will act as a transitional space between the public and 

private domains, facilitating interaction within the building - creating a strong building community; 



 

  

- The roof top communal space will provide valuable open space for the residents in this urban 
environment and; 

- The reference to strong masonry warehouse character elements will provide a desired future 
character for the area.  

 
The concept design included in this Planning Proposal sets a strong frame work for design excellence to be 
achieved at the future ‘DA Phase’. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to review this exciting new project and if you require any additional 
information please do not hesitate to call. 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
dKO Architecture (NSW) Pty Ltd 
 

 
 
David Randerson 
Director 
Registered Architect 8542 
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Having first opened its doors in 2000 DKO has grown 
from a small but dedicated team delivering medium density 
residential architecture, into a practice of over 140 design 
professionals working out of multiple offices in Australia, 
New Zealand and Asia. While the practice has expanded, so 
too has the breadth of projects undertaken, from landmark 
mixed-use developments to bespoke residences, luxury 
resorts, retail interiors, community churches and large-scale 
masterplanning.

What remains consistent however, is the pursuit of high 
quality architecture driven by the needs of the client, the 
site’s opportunities and the dynamic process of translating 
design intent into built outcome. At the core of DKO’s design 
philosophy, admirably conveyed in the projects that follow, 
lies a commitment to an architecture that serves people, 
respects place and stands the test of time.

The diverse, passionate and accomplished interior design 
team at DKO focus on sharp, intelligent and articulated 
design. With understanding of how a space works, moves and 
moulds with the user, DKO’s intuitive approach encourages 
collaboration on each project, bringing individual strengths 
and varied experience to maintain a crisp, lively and 
reflective angle on their designs. 

Amongst Australasia’s leading 
design practices, DKO Architecture 
has been responsible for some of the 
region’s most innovative medium- 
and low-rise multi-residential 
buildings.


