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PLANNING PROPOSAL REPORT 

From Strategic Planning  
Planning Proposal 
No.  

PPAP/2026/0002 

Proposal King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

Summary Purpose of the Report: 
To seek a recommendation from the Inner West Local Planning Panel 
to submit the Planning Proposal (Attachment 1) to the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) for a Special 
Entertainment Precinct (SEP) along King Street, Newtown and St 
Peters, in partnership with the City of Sydney. 
 
Background: 
King Street is a long-established cultural, entertainment and economic 
corridor spanning the Inner West and City of Sydney local government 
areas. In November 2024, both councils resolved to explore a joint 
SEP, with further resolutions in December 2025 progressing a 
coordinated, cross-boundary approach. This work has resulted in an 
aligned policy framework informed by technical analysis, business 
engagement, and a review of existing SEPs. 
 
Proposal Summary: 
The proposal supports the continued evolution of King Street as a 
cultural and economic hub, enabling live music and performance while 
maintaining appropriate safeguards for residential amenity. Key 
elements include: 

• Division of the precinct into three subareas (Central King Street, 
Australia Street, South King Street) with tailored trading hours 
and sound controls 

• Application of the agent of change principle through 
Development Control Plan (DCP) provisions 

• Alignment of acoustic and operational controls with the City of 
Sydney to enable coordinated cross-boundary management 

• Integration of Liquor & Gaming NSW incentive frameworks to 
support participation 

 
Community and Stakeholder Engagement: 
Targeted engagement with the Newtown Enmore Business Chamber 
(NEBC) informed key policy directions, particularly trading hours and 
sound management, reflecting local aspirations for a diverse day- and 
night-time economy. 
 
Next Steps: 
Subject to support, the Planning Proposal will be submitted to DPHI for 
Gateway determination, followed by public exhibition and further 
stakeholder consultation. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Inner West Local Planning Panel advise Council to support forwarding the 

Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct to the Minister for 
Planning in accordance with Section 3.34 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 for Gateway Determination. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
King Street, Newtown is a long-established cultural, entertainment and economic corridor 
spanning Inner West and City of Sydney local government areas. Although divided 
administratively, the street operates as a single destination, supporting day and night activity 
through a mix of retail, hospitality, live music and late-night venues. 
 
In November 2024, Inner West Council resolved to investigate opportunities to work with City 
of Sydney Council on a joint proposal that designates King Street, Newtown as a SEP.  The 
City made a similar Council resolution. In December 2025, Council further resolved to 
collaborate with the City of Sydney on a coordinated SEP for King Street, acknowledging the 
cross-boundary nature of the precinct. 
 
Since that time, both councils have worked collaboratively to develop an aligned SEP policy 
framework. This has included: 
 

• Joint technical discussions on trading hours, sound management and regulatory 
alignment 

• Engagement with the Newtown–Enmore Business Community (NEBC) 

• Review of existing SEPs to inform an evidence-based and locally responsive approach 
 
The aligned policy is evidenced in the Inner West King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 
Management Plan (Attachment 1 – PP Attachment 2) and the City of Sydney’s management 
plan (Attachment 2). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The proposed SEP supports the continued evolution of King Street as a vibrant, cultural and 
economic hub. It facilitates the integration ofe live music and performance into day-to-day 
business operations while maintaining appropriate safeguards for residential amenity. Full 
details of the proposal are contained in the Planning Proposal (Attachment 1.) 
 
Location 
 
The proposed boundary focuses on properties along King Street, with limited inclusion of 
adjoining sites where they have strong functional links. The boundary has been informed by 
land use zoning, proximity to residential areas, potential acoustic impacts, and each area’s 
contribution to the night-time economy. 
 
Recognising the varied character of the precinct, the SEP is structured into three areas: 
 

• Central King Street: Located adjacent to Enmore Road SEP and near Newtown 
Station, this area has an established late-night economy and supports higher intensity 
uses. Standard trading hours extend to 2am, with smaller venues providing live 
entertainment permitted until 4am. Higher sound thresholds apply. 

• Australia Street: A mixed commercial and residential area with a concentration of 
restaurants and cafes. Standard trading hours extend till midnight, with live music 
venues open until 1am. Lower sound limits apply to protect residential amenity. 

https://innerwest.infocouncil.biz/Open/2024/11/C_12112024_MIN_4163.htm#PDF2_ReportName_65323
https://innerwest.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/12/C_09122025_MIN_4236.htm#PDF2_ReportName_67592
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• South King Street: Characterised by a more sensitive residential context than the 
central area, standard trading hours extend till midnight, with extensions until 2am for 
venues providing live music. Lower sound limits apply compared to the central area. 

 
Figure 1 identifies these areas, including the City of Sydney’s corresponding precinct areas. 
The map in Attachment 1 (PP Attachment 1) shows the Inner West King Street SEP Inner 
West King Street SEP and it’s location relative to the Enmore Road SEP. 
 

 
Figure 1: Map of the King Street SEP with various local areas identified 
 
Live Music Incentives 
 
The proposal leverages Liquor & Gaming NSW incentives, including reduced licence fees and 
extended trading hours, removing the need for separate development applications. Embedding 
these incentives within the SEP framework supports uptake while maintaining consistency with 
local planning controls. 
 
Development Control Plan 
 
The DCP applies the agent of change principle in special entertainment precincts, requiring 
new entertainment venues and sensitive receivers (e.g. residential flat buildings) to 
demonstrate they can operate within, or appropriately mitigate, the sound criteria set under the 
DCP and precinct management plan. 
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The acoustic requirements for sensitive receivers are unchanged from those applying to 
existing SEPs within the Inner West.  The key updates in the Inner West DCP (Attachment 1 - 
PP Attachment 3) are: 

• Introduction of new Sound Character Areas (KS1 and KS2) 

• Addition of late-night sound criteria (2:00am–7:00am) across all SCAs (Clause O11) 

• New tables specifying the applicable sound criteria 
 
These provisions align with the City of Sydney’s approach, ensuring consistent sound criteria 
and coordinated management of the King Street SEP across council boundaries. 
 
Note: Attachment 1 updates the draft Inner West DCP currently on public exhibition (closes 
28 June 2026), as this is the DCP most likely to be in force at the time the planning proposal is 
finalised, rather than the Marrickville DCP 2011. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Attachment 1 – Planning Proposal  
o PP Attachment 1 –Special Entertainment Precinct map 
o PP Attachment 2 – Inner West King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

Management Plan 
o PP Attachment 3 – Draft amendment – section 2.13 of the Inner West DCP 

• Attachment 2 – City of Sydney King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 
Management Plan 
  

  
 


