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C54 Haberfield Heritage Conservation Area 

 
Figure 1. Haberfield Heritage Conservation Area Map 

 

Description 
Haberfield is widely recognised as Australia’s first successful, comprehensively planned and marketed 
Garden Suburb. Developed at the turn of the twentieth century and influenced by the international 
Garden City movement, Haberfield predates garden cities such as Letchworth (1904) and Hampstead 
Garden Suburb (1907). It helped shape NSW town planning practice and guided later model suburbs 
including Daceyville and Rosebery. The area retains its original character of single-storey brick houses 
on generous garden lots with consistent setbacks and a shared range of forms and materials. These 
qualities are central considerations when designing new development in the Heritage Conservation 
Area. 
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Key Features: 

• Planned as a Garden Suburb with uniform setbacks, generous garden allotments, and low front 
fences creating park-like street views 

• Intact street pattern and original allotment proportions 

• Federation period houses of high craftsmanship, predominantly Queen Anne and Arts and Crafts 
styles, with distinctive motifs such as the rising sun, waratah, and flannel flowers 

• Consistent use of high-quality materials including brick, stone, slate, and tiles 

• Integrated landscape design with remnant garden fabric, historical plantings, and early street tree 
plantings 

• Carefully detailed civic works including stone kerbs and gutters, nature strips, timber tree guards, 
and original street lighting 

• Strong historical associations with Richard Stanton and The Bunyas, and notable figures such as 
John Spencer Stansfield, Dr David Ramsay and the Yasmar estate, Joseph Neal Grace (Grace Bros), 
and Peter Dodds McCormick, composer of Advance Australia Fair 

• Cultural significance through Italian traditions and culinary influence along Ramsay Street, 
reflecting post-war migration patterns 

• Key period of significance: c.1900 to the 1940s 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Haberfield is located on the lands of the Wangal. Wangal lands extend approximately from the south 
side of Darling Harbour, around the Balmain Peninsula including Memel (Goat Island), reaching from 
Iron Cove toward Parramatta in the west, with the Parramatta River lying where the northern boundary 
approximately falls. Wangal Country in Haberfield consists of lowland hugged by two water bodies. 
The alluvial valley along the creek lines, Ashfield Shale to the south and Hawkesbury Sandstone right 
next to the water makes this area an interesting place where geology, topography and its ecosystems 
make this place ecologically valuable. This part of Country resides beside the estuarine waters of the 
Parramatta River which flows into Sydney Harbour. The topography in Haberfield features gentle rolling 
terrain rather than steep hills. It generally slopes down towards the surrounding water bodies. The 
original ecological communities present in Haberfield are Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest, Sydney 
Coastal Sandstone Foreshores Forest and a small patch of Grey Mangrove-Mangrove. This Country 
has been used for travelling the waterways, fishing and collecting mussels and cockles for thousands 
of generations of Aboriginal Peoples.  

This Country is still used by First Nations Peoples with the From the Ground Up project at St David’s 
Uniting Church providing a space for truthtelling and stories of Wangal Country. In the 2021 Census, the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics published that 0.7% of the population of Haberfield identified as 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander. 

Existing Character 
Haberfield development as Australia’s first Garden Suburb is due to the successive purchase and 
development by R Stanton and W H Nicholls, real estate agents of Summer Hill. Stanton’s Haberfield 
estate was the first successful Garden Suburb in Australia, predating the first in Britain (Hampstead) by 
five years. 

Stanton and Nicholls purchased fifty acres from two Ramsay children in 1901 and laid out the estate on 
Stanton’s own principles of garden suburb design and management.  He set aside land for 
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commercial purposes (there were to be no hotels, no corner shops, and no factories in this model 
suburb); laid out the roads (named for members of the new Federal Government - Turner, Barton, 
Forrest, Kingston & O’Connor - and the generous allotments; established an integrated drainage and 
sewerage system at the back of the lots and planted the street trees.  High quality modest houses 
designed by estate architects, Spencer, Stansfield and Wormald, were built for sale, and title 
covenants were placed on vacant allotments to ensure a continuation of Stanton’s overall design 
intentions - single storey cottages, one per allotment, uniform setbacks, and quality materials, brick 
and stone, slate, or tiles.  Gardens were laid out by estate gardeners before owners moved in. 

It is unusual for any subdivision to be fully developed immediately, but the Stanton Estates were 
remarkable for the short time frame in which most of them were built upon.  Where vacant lots 
remained, these were built on in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s, and an examination of the period of each 
house can provide an interesting history lesson in the progressive development of the suburb. 

Amongst the single-family dwellings Stanton also included semi-detached pairs of cottages, carefully 
designed to appear as one house, so that with consistent forms, setbacks and gardens the pattern of 
development was maintained. 

By the 1960s and 1970s some of the original houses had been demolished for flats or larger houses.  
Others have changed so extensively, including reskinning of outer walls, that only their original roof 
shape and footprint remains beneath. 

As a result of Stanton’s commitment to quality construction and design, and to his application of title 
covenants the residential parts of Haberfield are characterised today by single storey brick houses on 
generous garden lots with uniform setbacks and a similarity of form and materials. Stanton’s 
interpretation of Garden Suburb concepts and his consistent development strategy continue to set 
Haberfield apart. 

Within Stanton’s strong planning concept, the architectural character and detail of its individual 
houses, including later 1920s and 1930s bungalows, is richly varied but harmonious, of great visual 
cohesion and consistency – achieved through the uniformity of materials, scale, and forms. Through 
the sustained efforts of Councillors, the community and its homeowners, Haberfield has strengthened 
and maintained its identity and rich heritage values for present and future generations. 

Defining the Extent of the Heritage Conservation Area 
The boundaries of the heritage conservation area reflect the identified heritage values of the area and 
the ability of the fabric of the houses and streetscapes to demonstrate these values. They recognise the 
impact that the changing role and character of the land uses and buildings have had on the layer of 
development from the significant era of development (1854-1920). 

The areas beyond this boundary demonstrated noticeably different or lesser heritage values and/or 
were of a scale or form that intrudes on the integrity of the heritage conservation area. Properties 
forming part of the King Street retail group were excluded due to their different land-uses and 
orientation to that of the main area (they are included within the already listed HCA2 King Street  Retail 
Area); and in the case of the supermarket and new commercial buildings, are of a scale, bulk, detailing 
and streetscape presence that is highly incompatible with the values of the area. 

The eastern boundary was defined by the edge of the St Stephen's Church and Camperdown Rest Park 
and the adjacent Church Street which forms the border of the Marrickville local government area. The 
northern boundary is marked by Salisbury Road because it demonstrates a very different visual and 
land-use character, and the properties of the heritage conservation area do not present an active 
frontage to this road. The streetscapes of St Marys, Oxford and Baltic included some good groups and 
individual examples of typologies also found in the main Kingston North area but also contained a high 
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proportion of very layered properties and/or contemporary infill development. The identified boundary 
is limited to the more intact streetscapes and built forms. 

Elements that Contribute to the Heritage Significance of the Area 
Note: Please see detailed place specific development controls in Section 4.11.5 of Inner West DCP.  

Building Form and Siting 

Generous green garden space at both the front and rear of the site to maintain the garden setting and 
streetscape character. 

Roof Form and Materials 

Roof’s size, mass, shape and pitch: 

a) Federation-period buildings: use roof pitches 30°–40°. 
b) Post–First World War buildings: use roof pitches 25°–35°. 
c) Use hip or skillion forms at the rear 

Roof materials: 

a) Unglazed terra cotta Marseilles tiles that match the size, shape, profile, colour, and glaze of 
original / early Haberfield tiles 

b) Unglazed terracotta shingle tiles 
c) Welsh slate or a suitable alternative like Canadian Glendyne slate tiles 
d) Corrugated non-reflective galvanised steel sheeting (painted/coated or natural) - only at 

the rear/on skillion roofs 

Figure 2. Roofs in Haberfield 

Openings: Windows, Doors and Skylights 

• Leadlight and coloured glass pane 

• Traditional timber frames for windows and doors 

 
Figure 3. Hierarchy of windows and doors in Haberfield 
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Materials and Finishes 

• Dry-pressed bricks typical of Haberfield 

• For new front paths, use tessellated tiles in earthy tones or smooth-textured, red-tinted concrete 

Basements, Lower-Ground Levels and Earthworks 

Where natural land slope allows, permit lower-ground and basement development that: 

a) Maintains the single-storey scale of the building 
b) Keeps wall height at 6 m or less 
c) Minimises openings in side elevations 
d) Uses a suitable base course material traditionally found in Haberfield 
e) Maintains the ground floor level without substantial change 
f) Set back any excavation at least 900 mm from common boundaries 

 

Figure 4. Characteristics of lower-ground levels 

Garages, Carports and Driveways 

• Garages and carports toward the rear of the lot, within the rear setback 

• Driveways as two hard-surface strips of brick paving or concrete with grass or garden between 

Ancillary Structures (including secondary dwellings, studios, outbuildings and pools) 

• Ancillary structures and swimming pools at the rear of the allotment, positioned to minimise 
visibility from the street and neighbouring properties 

Fences and Gates 

• Original and Inter-War masonry front fences and gates 

• Timber fence: 

o Height: 1.0–1.2 m 

o Pickets: 90 mm wide, 20 mm spacing, flat or rounded top 

o Optional low brick base: 1–2 courses 

o Paint timber in colours historically used on fences in Haberfield 
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Non-Residential Buildings 

Haberfield’s commercial centres reflect Stanton’s ideal of separating land uses to protect residential 
amenity. The main Ramsay Street group of shops, many with residences above, is notable for its 
diversity of design within a harmonious two-storey streetscape. This consistency comes from original 
above-awning facades featuring recessed balconies, arched verandah openings, bay windows, and 
roof-screening parapets. 

At ground level, the few remaining original shopfronts display stained glass and leadlight windows, 
heavy copper or brass mouldings, glazed tiles below display windows, central entryways, and porches 
embellished with tessellated tiles. 

At ground level the few remaining shopfronts provide evidence of stained glass and leadlight 
windows, heavy copper or brass mouldings, glazed tiles below the display window, central entryways 
and porches embellished with tessellated tiles. The Haberfield Main Street Heritage Study is a valuable 
reference indicating the style and significance of original commercial facades. 

Other smaller “neighbourhood” centres are also found, such as the corner group at Boomerang and 
Waratah Streets. Their significance and character are to also be carefully managed, with careful 
design, and conservation planning. 

 

 

Figure 5 & 6. Commercial buildings in Haberfield 

 

Non-Contributory Dwellings 
Some parts of the Haberfield Conservation Area contain houses built after the key period of 
significance. These houses are usually single-storey, low-set, and respect the original development 
pattern, often constructed in brick and tile. Their scale and materials allow them to blend with 
Haberfield’s character without detracting from its significance. 
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A small number of original houses have been substantially altered or demolished and replaced by one 
and two storey houses or by blocks of flats.  These are generally non-contributory buildings and out of 
character with the surrounding dwellings, and with the Conservation Area. 

New Dwellings 

New dwellings in Haberfield are to be carefully designed to protect and complement its heritage as 
Australia’s first garden suburb. Each dwelling is to be individually designed to suit its site and reflect 
architectural styles characteristic of Haberfield. Houses are to sit within a garden setting and share 
common elements that maintain a streetscape of single-storey scale, roof form, bulk, and materials. 
The front section is to be the prominent feature with a pitched tiled roof, while the rear section remains 
subservient in scale. 

 


