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Introduction 
Inner West Council proposes to establish the King Street Special Entertainment Precinct (SEP) 
centred on King Street, Newtown and the Princes Highway, St Peters to support the areas evolving 
role as one of Sydney's leading night-time and cultural destinations. This planning proposal 
expands Councils network of SEPs currently in operation in Balmain, Dulwich Hill, Enmore, Leichhardt, 
Marrickville, Marrickville North, and Rozelle. 

Straddling the border of Inner West and the City of Sydney, the King Street SEP is a coordinated 
project between both Councils to reach a consistent policy approach on both sides of King Street. 

King Street has long been recognised as a centre of culture, creativity and community life. While it is 
increasingly significant as a destination for late-night hospitality and live music, the proposal 
reinforces King Streets identity as a 24-hour precinct. The vision recognises the street's morning 
activity with cafes and bakeries, its service role for local residents providing groceries, florists and 
delis, and its all-day role as a place for fashion shopping, art galleries and lunchtime dining, while 
supporting its evening and late-night offerings as an entertainment and hospitality destination. 

The SEP includes side streets where they contain businesses that contribute to the cultural offerings 
in Newtown such as Australia Street, Newtown which includes notable landmarks like the 
Courthouse Hotel and Continental Deli. 

The SEP also reaches further south beyond King Street to include the Princes Highway in St Peters 
down to Campbell Street. This is an emerging destination currently undergoing significant 
redevelopment, including upcoming public domain works to narrow the road, install cycleways and 
widen the footpath for a better pedestrian experience, and outdoor dining opportunities. 

This planning proposal seeks to amend the Inner West LEP 2022 (IWLEP 2022) to map the King Street 
SEP enabling Council to set trading hours and sound management framework for the SEP. 

Trading hours are tailored to reflect the precincts different character areas. The existing core late-
night trading area known as ‘King Street Central’ extends from Church Street down to Holt Street, 
extending Newtown Station and Pride Square to recognise the expanding cluster of live music 
venues, bars and entertainment uses and will allowing trading up to 4am without approval. Along 
King Street south and the Princes Highway where late-night trading is less concentrated and the 
neighbourhood is quieter, trading without approval is proposed until 2am. This aligns with City of 
Sydney’s Councils complementary controls, ensuring consistent trading hours along the full King 
Street corridor regardless of the local government boundary. 

Australia Street businesses are restricted till 1am without approval, reflecting the more residential 
nature of the street whilst giving the businesses there opportunity to benefit from the SEP. 

Liquor licence trading hour incentives for venues that program regular live music are also built into 
the framework, extending the same incentives to DA trading hours, ensuring the objectives of the 
vibrancy reforms are realised in the King Street SEP. That being more live music, more opportunities 
for artists, a flourishing arts scene and better experiences for locals and visitors. 

The trading hours and sound management plan are detailed in the King Street Special 
Entertainment Precinct Management Plan (Attachment 2). The draft DCP amendment (Attachment 
3) updates the Inner West DCP to align trading hours and require new development to soundproof 
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against new entertainment sound criteria. The Inner West DCP is currently on exhibition, and it is 
envisaged that it will be adopted and the Marrickville DCP repealed prior to the finalisation of this 
planning proposal. 

The proposal has strong strategic merit and aligns with Inner West Community Strategic Plan ‘Our 
Inner West 2041’, the Our Place Inner West: Local Strategic Planning Statement, the Employment and 
Retail Lands Strategy 2020, the Eastern City District Plan, Draft Sydney Plan, and relevant Ministerial 
Directions. It balances economic and cultural opportunity with residential amenity through a 
bespoke sound plan and a monitoring and evaluation framework to manage unintended impacts. 

With Gateway approval, the proposal will proceed to public exhibition alongside the management 
plan and DCP amendments. Following consideration of submissions, the LEP amendment will be 
finalised, and a year-long trial of the management plan will commence. 

Background 

Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993 was gazetted on 30 April 2021 enabling Councils to 
establish Special Entertainment Precincts (SEPs). 
Inner West Council was the first to take advantage of this new legislation with the Enmore Road 
Special Entertainment Precinct. Initially run as a trial from September 2022, it was made permanent 
when gazetted in the IWLEP 2022 in December 2023. In 2025 six more SEPs were added to IWLEP 2022 
in Balmain, Dulwich Hill, Leichhardt, Marrickville, Marrickville North, and Rozelle. 

Aligned approach with the City of Sydney 

In November 2024, Inner West Council resolved to investigate opportunities to work with City of 
Sydney Council on a joint proposal that designates King Street, Newtown as an additional Special 
Entertainment Precinct. In December 2025, Council further resolved to collaborate with the City of 
Sydney on a coordinated SEP for King Street, acknowledging its cross-boundary nature. The City of 
Sydney Council passed a similar resolution a their December 2025 Council meeting. 

Key principles endorsed were: 

• Consistent planning and regulatory approach for clarity and certainty 

• Alignment between councils to support live music and a safe, inclusive night-time economy 

• Ongoing collaboration on planning, engagement and regulation 

The resolution recognised that a consistent policy approach between the two councils will provide 
clarity and certainty for local residents and businesses, strengthen delivery of the precinct, improve 
outcomes for live performance, and support shared objectives for a safe, inclusive and sustainable 
night-time economy. 

The resolution noted the different approaches in trading hours and sound management between 
the Councils and that a unique approach for King Street be investigated given its position on the 
boundary between the two council areas. 

Council staff have worked together to develop an aligned approach, jointly undertaking: 

• Technical discussions on trading hours, sound controls and regulatory alignment 

• Engagement with the Newtown–Enmore business community 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.8-pt.3
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• Review of existing SEPs to inform an evidence-based, locally responsive approach 

This planning proposal reflects that direction. Trading hours are generally aligned with the City of 
Sydney’s management plan, most notably allowing 2am trading across the entire King Street 
corridor. Incentives for live music have also been incorporated consistent with the City’s approach. 
The trading hours permitted along King Street generally align with what is permitted on Enmore 
Road, whilst integrating with the City’s live entertainment incentives. 

Developing the proposal 

In 2025 Council carried out a sound study with extensive testing of existing sound levels and 
modelling of scenarios to derive proposed sound levels that support the existing sound 
environment, live music and entertainment, and enable future growth in the sector, while 
protecting residential amenity. 

For King Street specifically, Inner West have worked collaboratively with the City of Sydney on a 
generally aligned approach to trading hours and sound levels and have engaged with the 
Newtown Enmore Business Community to test the proposed approach. 

Next steps 

With Council and DPHI approval, the next step will be publicly exhibiting the planning proposal, 
alongside the precinct management plan and draft DCP amendments. Public consultation will be 
conducted concurrently with the City of Sydney wherever practicable, and will include consultation 
with business, residents, local organisations, and further consultation with the relevant agencies 
and local authorities. 

Following public exhibition, the proposal will be brought back to Council prior to drafting and 
adoption of the planning controls. A year-long trial will be undertaken and assessed before 
finalisation of the management plan. 
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Part 1 Objectives and intended outcomes 

Objectives 

The objectives of this planning proposal are to: 

• Amend the Inner West LEP 2022 to designate the subject area as a SEP 

• Give effect to the draft King Street SEP Management Plan and Inner West DCP amendment 

The objectives of the King Street SEP are to: 

• Enable businesses to invest in and offer more live music, culture, entertainment and 
performance as part of their regular activities 

• Foster vibrant, inclusive, mixed-use neighbourhoods that protects reasonable 
neighbourhood amenity 

• Support the Central King Street area as a 24-hour precinct 

• Improve quality, safety and diversity of the late-night offering 

• Enhance economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive 

• Streamline the process for businesses and Inner West Council to make it easier and more 
affordable to operate late night trading premises 

To achieve the objectives, it is proposed to map each of the precinct under the IWLEP 2022 Special 
Entertainment Precincts mapping series, making Clause 6.32 of IWLEP 2022 applicable to the 
mapped lots. The intended mapping is provided in Attachment 1. 

Intended outcomes 

The intended outcomes of the planning controls are to introduce the following for the subject area: 

• SEP trading hours which override development consents 

• trading hour incentives for venues to provide live entertainment 

• notification of special entertainment precincts on planning certificates and Inner West 
Councils website 

• a sound plan with fixed maximum sound criteria  

• a governance framework that responds to issues if they arise  

• a monitoring and evaluation plan to measure the success of the special entertainment 
precinct, while also tracking potential unintended impacts 

Part 2 Explanation of provisions 
This planning proposal is for a new special entertainment precinct in Newtown and St Peters, 
extending along King Street, Newtown and the Princes Highway, St Peters between Church Street at 
the north and Campbell Street at the south. It also covers, commercial properties on Eliza Street, 
Australia Street and Bedford Street in Newtown. It will map these locations in the special 
entertainment precinct mapping series of the IWLEP 2022, thus giving effect to Clause 6.32 of the 
IWLEP 2022 to each mapped lot. Clause 6.32 of the IWLEP 2022 currently reads: 
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“6.32   Special entertainment precinct 

(1)  This clause applies to land identified as “Inner West Special Entertainment 
Precinct” on the Special Entertainment Precinct Map. 

(2)  For the Local Government Act 1993, section 202, a special entertainment precinct 
is established on the land to which this clause applies.” 

Special entertainment precinct management plan 

Clause 202D(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that: 

“Before the special entertainment precinct is established, the council for the area in 
which the special entertainment precinct will be located must prepare a plan (a 
precinct management plan) that provides for the following – 

(a)  the trading hours for premises in the special entertainment precinct, 

(b)  the regulation of sound from entertainment activity from premises in the special 
entertainment precinct, 

(c)  that the process for managing complaints in relation to licensed premises in the 
proposed special entertainment precinct is the process set out in the Liquor Act 2007, 
Part 5, Division 3.” 

The draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan (the management plan) is 
provided in Attachment 2. In accordance with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct 
Guideline, the management plan includes: 

• a sound management framework including a plan for regulating noise from entertainment 
activity, for different locations in the SEP 

• trading hours for licensed and unlicensed premises 

• compliance processes for unlicensed premises 

• compliance processes for licensed venues 

• thresholds or local circumstances for when a SEP may be suspended or revoked and the 
processes that will be undertaken 

• the exclusion of adult entertainment, sex service, restricted premises gaming areas in hotels 
and business premises primarily providing gambling services 

The management plan is for the use of businesses, residents, Council, Liquor & Gaming NSW, and 
NSW Police in understanding their role and responsibilities in the management of late trading and 
entertainment sound in and around the King Street SEP. 

The intent of the proposed amendment is to provide clarity to businesses, residents, developers, 
planners, and regulatory authorities on sound level expectations from entertainment sound in the 
precincts. 

Draft Inner West Development Control Plan amendment 

The draft Inner West Development Control Plan (DCP) amendment proposes updates to Inner West 
DCP to align it with the provisions of the King Street SEP, to ensure development in the area is 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-090
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consistent with the objectives and intended outcomes of this planning proposal. With approval, the 
draft Inner West DCP amendment will be exhibited concurrently with the planning proposal. 

Part 3 Justification 

Section A – Need for the planning proposal 

Q1. Is the planning proposal a result of an endorsed local strategic planning statement, strategic 
study, or report? 

The planning proposal is a response to recent resolutions by Council, new legislation made by the 
State Government, and to achieve actions under the endorsed Local Strategic Planning Statement 
(LSPS) and Employment and Retail lands Strategy (ERLS). It’s also a result of the NSW State 
Government’s plan to revitalise the NSW night-time economy, including the establishment of new 
SEPs and fulfillment of the NSW 24-hour Economy Strategy 2024. 

Recent changes to state legislation as well as Council strategies, resolutions and other triggers that 
support the planning proposal are discussed below. 

Special Entertainment Precincts under the Local Government Act 1993 

On 30 April 2021 Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993 was gazetted. It enables the 
establishment of SEPs by a Council. This planning proposal has been  developed in accordance with 
this legislation. 

This legislation was further refined in December 2023 through the passing of the Vibrancy Reforms. 
This includes making Liquor and Gaming NSW the sole authority for entertainment sound related 
complaints, as well as enabling Council to grant additional trading hours to businesses without 
approval and clarify that the precinct management plan sound criteria overrides DA conditions. 

Council resolutions 

There have been two Council resolutions to establish the King Street SEP: 

Resolution title Date Content 

Update on 
planning 
proposal for 
Additional 
Special      
Entertainme
nt Precincts 

12 November 
2024 

• That Council investigates opportunities to work with 
City of Sydney Council on a joint proposal that 
designates King Street, Newtown as an additional 
Special Entertainment Precinct. 

Notice of 
Motion: 
Coordination 
of the King 
Street SEP 
with City of 
Sydney 

9 December 
2025 

1. That Council note Inner West Councils endorsement 
of Special Entertainment Precincts (SEPs) on main 
streets across the Inner West to support live music 
and performance, streamlined approvals, and a 
stronger nighttime economy. 

2. That Council note that the endorsed SEP on King 
Street, Newtown spans both the Inner West and City 

https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/32607/Inner%20West%20Local%20Strategic%20Planning%20Statement.pdf.aspx
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/32607/Inner%20West%20Local%20Strategic%20Planning%20Statement.pdf.aspx
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.8-pt.3
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of Sydney LGAs. 

3. That Council note that residents, businesses, and 
visitors experience King Street as one continuous 
precinct and do not distinguish between local 
government areas. 

4. That Council note that Inner West Councils standard 
SEP model differs from the City of Sydney’s and a 
consistent approach by both councils along King 
Street would benefit local businesses, residents, and 
visitors. 

5. That Council note advocacy by local businesses on 
King Street for the implementation of the SEP to 
enhance the success and benefits of the Enmore 
Road SEP. 

6. That Council endorses the following principles to 
guide collaboration between Inner West Council and 
City of Sydney Council in developing the King Street 
SEP: 

a. A consistent policy approach between both 
councils to provide clarity and certainty for local 
residents and businesses; 

b. Alignment between both councils will strengthen 
the delivery of the precinct, improve outcomes 
for live performance, and support shared 
objectives of a safe, inclusive, and sustainable 
nighttime economy; 

c. Work collaboratively with responsible officers at 
the City of Sydney to ensure a consistent 
approach to planning, regulation, engagement 
and consultation for the King Street SEP. 

7. That Council request the Director, Planning and 
responsible officers to undertake the following 
actions: 

a. Establish regular meetings with responsible 
officers at the City of Sydney to coordinate 
development, delivery, and communication of 
precinct settings and initiatives; 

b. Coordinate joint community and stakeholder 
engagement processes with the City of Sydney 
to ensure consistent messaging and a shared 
understanding of precinct objectives; 
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c. Ensure that community consultation on the SEP 
is conducted concurrently with City of Sydney 
processes where practicable; and 

d. Report back to Council on progress bi-monthly 
until the post-exhibition report is brought to 
Council. 

8. That Council note that Cr Olly Arkins at the City of 
Sydney has submitted a similar motion expressing 
support for this coordinated approach to 
implementation of the King Street SEP. 

 

Local Strategic Planning Statement & Employment and Retail Lands Strategy 

Endorsed in March 2020 by Council and the Greater Sydney Commission, the Local Strategic 
Planning Statement (LSPS) sets out the vision for the Inner West in 2036 with a set of actions that to 
achieve that vision. Planning Priority 9 – “a thriving local economy” directly supports this planning 
proposal. Action 9.1 to implement the Employment and Retail Lands Strategy (ERLS) includes: 

“Identifying areas for night-time economic activity and implement appropriate LEP/DCP controls 
that encourage a diverse night-time economy, including the provision of a clear policy position on 
the rights of existing venues and neighbouring residents that incorporates the ‘agent of change’ 
principle.” 

This is similarly addressed by two actions of the ERLS, specifically: 

• Action 1.8.1 Embed the agent of change principle into Inner West planning regulations to 
protect live music venues and late-night precincts as well as employment and industrial 
areas. Note that this principle states that a person or business (the agent) introducing a 
new land use is responsible for managing the impact of that change, and 

• Action 1.8.2 Identify areas with existing and expected higher noise levels, including both 
industrial and entertainment noise. Implement a means of managing the expectations of 
noise amongst existing and future residents in and around these areas. 

Establishing the King Street SEP will directly achieve these actions. It is in an area with a vibrant and 
emerging night life with live entertainment, experiences, and hospitality offerings. Not only is it an 
area with existing night-time economic activity, there are also many existing venues including 
pubs, restaurants, cafes, small bars, artisan food and drink premises that are well suited to hosting 
live entertainment in the SEP. Putting in place plan to regulate sound by quantifying acceptable 
noise levels from venues will empower venues to program live entertainment , confident they can 
operate within defined sound limits. Trading hour allowances and incentives will also give further 
opportunities for businesses to participate in the night time economy and add to the vibrancy of 
the area. 

SEPs also require the attenuation of certain types of development within and around the precincts. 
Under the  proposed Inner West DCP amendment, sensitive land uses are required to attenuate 
against permitted sound levels from venues. Similarly, new venues are required to demonstrate 
they can comply with the allowable sound levels. This is an agent of change approach to the 
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management of entertainment sound as required by Action 1.8.1 of ERLS. 

Q2. Is the planning proposal the best means of achieving the objectives or intended  outcomes, or 
is there a better way? 

Section 202C(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that “A special entertainment precinct may 
be established - by the council for the area in which the precinct will be located, by identifying the 
precinct in a local environmental plan that applies to the land on which the precinct will be 
located.”  

In September 2025, NSW Productivity and Equality Commission carried out a review of regulatory 
barriers impeding a vibrant 24-hour economy. The report found that businesses are constrained by 
regulations and rising costs. They concluded that SEPs can make it faster and simpler for councils 
and businesses to deliver entertainment and extended trading while managing local amenity. 

Through the additional trading hours and incentives, a more balanced approach to entertainment 
sound compliance and greater flexibility for businesses to program entertainment and live music, 
the planning proposal will help achieve the intended outcome of enabling businesses to invest in 
and deliver more live music, culture, entertainment, and performance as part of their ongoing offer. 

Trading hours in a precinct management plan can override those on a development consent. This 
will help to reduce the administrative burden on councils and businesses, making it easier and 
more affordable to operate late night trading premises. The management plan gives operational 
certainty, which will also help to enhance economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive. 

Section B – Relationship to strategic framework 
Q3. Will the planning proposal give effect to the objectives and actions of the applicable regional, 
or district plan or strategy (including any exhibited draft plans or strategies)? 

The draft Sydney Plan is the new regional strategic plan, to replace the adopted Greater Sydney 
Regional Plan. The Sydney Plan will guide how the NSW Government manages growth in the Sydney 
region over the next 20 years. It covers 33 local government areas and lays out a plan for housing, 
infrastructure, jobs, sustainability and vibrant communities. The draft Plan was released in 
December 2025 and exhibited for public comment until February 2026, and is currently under 
review. 

Response 6 of the draft Sydney Plan ‘Create a more vibrant Sydney’ is directly relevant to this 
proposal. Council action 6.3 is ‘Establish special entertainment precincts where appropriate to 
accommodate critical community, arts, cultural and retail uses as part of Council-led precinct 
planning”. This Proposal directly addresses that action. 

Greater Sydney Regional Plan: A Metropolis of Three Cities 

The Plan sets a 40-year vision (to 2056) and a 20-year plan to manage growth and change. It sets 
an overarching strategic planning policy to align land use, transport, and infrastructure outcomes 
for Greater Sydney concurrently with Future Transport 2056 (Transport for NSW) and State 
Infrastructure Strategy (Infrastructure NSW). The Plan provides a set of objectives under the 10 
Directions set out in Directions for a Greater Sydney 2017-2056. 

Objective 9 of the Plan states that “Stimulating the night-time economy supports dynamic places 
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and boosts local economies. This can generally occur in mixed-use centres with adequate noise 
control, locally appropriate operating hours and safe late-night travel options.”  

This planning proposal will assist in achieving this objective by making it easier for businesses to 
trade later in mixed-use centres, identifying locally appropriate trading hours. The proposal also 
ensures adequate noise control, through the management plan’s sound criteria, which have been 
set in response to local context.  

Eastern City District Plan 

The Eastern City District Plan is a 20-year plan to manage growth in the context of economic, social, 
and environmental matters to achieve the 40-year vision for Greater Sydney. It further explores the 
objectives of the Greater Sydney Regional Plan as discussed above. Several planning priorities 
under the Plan are directly supported by this proposal. They include:  

• E4 – Fostering healthy, creative, culturally rich and socially connected communities. 

• E6 – Creating and renewing great places and local centres and respecting the District’s 
heritage. (Newtown is specifically identified as a distinctive dining and night-time precinct) 

• E11 – Growing investment, business opportunities and jobs in strategic centres, and  

• E13 – Supporting growth of targeted industry sectors. 

In particular, Action 14 requires Councils to “Facilitate opportunities for creative and artistic 
expression and participation, wherever feasible with a minimum regulatory burden, including: 

a. arts enterprises and facilities, and creative industries  

b. interim and temporary uses  

c. appropriate development of the night-time economy.” 

This planning proposal seeks to decrease the regulatory burden for artistic expression through 
incentive hours and for development of the night time economy. By designating most of our 
commercial and mixed use centres, the proposal aligns with plan’s priorities of renewing great 
places and growing business opportunities and jobs in strategic centres. 

Q4. Will the planning proposal give effect to a councils endorsed local strategic planning 
statement, or another endorsed local strategy or strategic plan? 

Yes, the planning proposal is consistent with Our Inner West 2041 - Community Strategic Plan the 
endorsed Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS), and the Employment and Retail Lands Strategy 
(ERLS). 

Our Inner West 2041 - Councils Community Strategic Plan, 2025 

The Our Inner West 2041 - Community Strategic Plan identifies the community’s vision for the future, 
long- term goals, strategies to get there and how to measure progress towards them. Strategic 
direction 3 of the plan regards creative communities and the local economy. This planning 
proposal makes progress towards achieving several outcomes identified under this direction, 
including the following: 

• Strategic Direction 3: Creative communities and a strong economy 
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o Each of the precincts represent opportunities for the creative and cultural 
industries. 

o Live music is part of the Inner West’s identity. Enmore/Newtown is the epicentre of 
the Inner West live music scene, renowned across Australia as a premier 
destination to experience live and local music. This framework will not only support 
the current venues through the precinct, but also encourage new venues to 
establish 

Our Place Inner West - Local Strategic Planning Statement 

The planning proposal gives partial effect to Planning Priority 9 – A thriving local economy, namely 
the following objectives under it: 

• The local economy is diverse, strong, and resilient 

• Inner West has a thriving and diverse evening and night-time economy 

• Inner West continues to grow as a leading creative and cultural hub 

• Main streets and centres are designed to be unique, lively, safe, and accessible 

There is a single action under this planning priority, to implement the Employment and Retail Lands 
Strategy (ERLS), when approved. The ERLS includes actions relevant to this proposal. They have been 
discussed within the answer to question one above. 

Q5. Is the planning proposal consistent with applicable State Environmental Planning Policies? 

The planning proposal is generally consistent with all the State Environmental Planning Policies 
(SEPP) in  place. Consistency is demonstrated in the table below. 

State Environmental Planning 
Policy (SEPP) 

Comment 

SEPP (Housing) 2021 Consistent 

Higher noise attenuation standards will apply to all types of 
residential accommodation within and around  the precincts. 
This will ensure housing is built to withstand current and 
future entertainment sound levels for the amenity of 
residents. The DCP controls proposed to give effect to this 
are not in conflict with the SEPP. 

SEPP (Transport and 
Infrastructure) 2021 

Consistent 

The SEP is located on a high traffic carriageway with peak 
hour clearways, buses, private vehicles, and trucks.   

Residential accommodation and other sensitive receivers 
would already require acoustic attenuation to  ensure 
sensitive receivers can co-locate with loud road noise. 

Proposed DCP controls to require attenuation of sensitive 
receivers will not conflict with the requirements under the 
SEPP. Although required anyway, the DCP controls specifically 
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Q6. Is the planning proposal consistent with applicable Ministerial Directions (s.9.1 directions)? 

Section 9.1 directions are directions to councils from the Minister for Planning, Industry and 
Environment that need to be considered or given effect to in the preparation of draft LEPs. 

The planning proposal has been assessed against each Ministerial direction. The consistency of the 
planning proposal with these directions is shown in the table below. 

Directions under s.9.1 (2) Comment 

1.1 Implementation of Regional 
Plans 

Not applicable 

1.2 Development of Aboriginal 
Land Council Land 

Not applicable 

1.3 Approval and Referral 
Requirements 

Consistent. 

The proposal will decrease the need for development 
applications, through trading hours in the management plan 
which override development consents. Therefore, approval 
and referral requirements will be reduced. 

1.4 Site Specific Provisions Consistent. 

No additional land uses or changes to zoning are proposed 
under this planning proposal. 

1.5 – 1.22 Place Based Directions Not applicable 

3.1 Conservation Zones Not applicable 

3.2 Heritage Conservation Consistent 

No changes are proposed which would result in negative 
impacts to heritage conservation. 

state that consideration of aircraft, road and rail noise must 
be considered and addressed separately to entertainment   
venue noise. 

SEPP (Primary Production) 2021 Consistent 

SEPP (Biodiversity and 
Conservation) 2021 

Consistent 

SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) 
2021 

Consistent 

SEPP (Resources and 
Employment) 2021 

Consistent 
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3.3 Sydney Drinking Water 
Catchments 

Not applicable 

3.4 Application of C2 and C3 
Zones and Environmental 
Overlays in Far North Coast 
LEPs 

Not applicable 

3.5 Recreational Vehicle Areas Not applicable 

3.6 Strategic Conversation 
Planning 

Not applicable 

3.7 Public Bushland Not applicable 

3.8 Willandra Lakes Region Not applicable 

3.9 Sydney Harbour 
Foreshores and Waterways 
Area 

Not applicable 

3.10 Water Catchment Protection Not applicable 

4.1 Flooding Not applicable 

4.2 Coastal Management Not applicable 

4.3 Planning for Bushfire 
Protection 

Not applicable 

4.4 Remediation of Contaminated 
Land 

Not applicable 

4.5 Acid Sulfate Soils Not applicable 

4.6 Mine Subsidence and 
Unstable Land 

Not applicable 

5.1 Integrated Land Use and 
Transport 

Yes 

The proposal supports the continued growth of 
appropriately zoned land. The precinct is located in an area 
well serviced by public transport, including late night public 
transport options. 

5.2 Reserving Land for Public 
Purposes 

Not applicable 

5.3 Development Near 
Regulated Airports and 
Defence Airfields 

Not applicable 
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5.4 Shooting Ranges Not applicable 

6.1 Residential Zones Yes 

The proposal will        not reduce the capacity of land within the 
precincts for residential development. It will ensure future 
residential accommodation developed in the area is 
designed to mitigate against entertainment sound, 
preserving adequate amenity for the enjoyment of future 
residents. 

6.2 Caravan Parks and 
Manufactured Home 
Estates 

Not applicable 

7.1 Business and Industrial Zones Consistent. 

The proposal will support the operation and objectives of land 
zoned for employment, commercial, services, retail, and 
industry by making it easier to trade later and making the 
acceptable sound levels coming from premises clear to 
businesses and residents. 

Council expects this proposed special entertainment 
precinct to increase business confidence and lead to the 
establishment of new businesses. 

7.2 Reduction is non-hosted 
short-term rental 
accommodation period 

Not applicable 

7.3 Commercial and Retail 
Development along the 
Pacific Highway, North Coast 

Not applicable 

8.1 Mining, Petroleum and 
Extractive Industries 

Not applicable 

9.1 Rural Zones Not applicable 

9.2 Rural Lands Not applicable 

9.3 Oyster Aquaculture Not applicable 

9.4 Farmland of State and 
Regional Significance on the 
NSW Far North Coast 

Not applicable 

 

Section C – Environmental, social and economic impact 
Q7. Is there any likelihood that critical habitats or threatened species, populations or ecological 
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communities, or their habitats, will be adversely affected as a result of the proposal? 

No. 

Q8. Are there any other likely environmental effects as a result of the planning proposal and how 
are they proposed to be managed? 

Increased patronage to existing live music venues and the potential establishment of new venues 
that will draw their own audiences may lead to indirect environmental impacts like an increase in 
noise and littering. 

Any additional noise generated by venues from amplified sound and patron noise from within 
venues will be regulated and enforced under the management plan. The compliance procedures 
for such incidents are outlined in this plan. Regulating this environmental effect is at the core of this 
planning proposal. 

Q9. Has the planning proposal adequately addressed any social and economic effects? 

The economic and social impacts resulting from the planning proposal are expected to be positive. 

Nightlife and creative industries have faced significant disruption from past lockout laws, which 
restricted trading hours and reduced opportunities for late-night cultural activity. The COVID-19 
pandemic compounded these challenges, leading to prolonged closures, job losses, and later, 
rising costs. Introducing special entertainment precincts is one of a series of measures Inner West 
has undertaken to address these impacts and support night life and creative industries. 

In September 2025, NSW Productivity and Equality Commission carried out a review of regulatory 
barriers impeding a vibrant 24-hour economy. The report found that businesses are constrained by 
regulations and rising costs. They concluded that special entertainment precincts can make it 
faster and simpler for councils and businesses to deliver entertainment and extended trading while 
managing local amenity. 

Through the incentive hours, the planning proposal will help achieve the intended outcome of 
enabling businesses to invest in and deliver more live music, culture, entertainment, and 
performance as part of their ongoing offer. Trading hours in a precinct management plan can 
override those on a development consent. This will help to reduce the administrative burden on 
councils and businesses, making it easier and more affordable to operate late night trading 
premises. The management plan gives operational certainty, which will also help to enhance 
economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive. 

Nevertheless, there is potential for unintended consequences, such as: 

• Increased antisocial behaviour 

• Loss of residential amenity 

• Homogenisation of the area (loss of day trading business, loss of small or independent 
business, etc) 

• Lack of affordability / inclusion of offer 

The management plan includes a monitoring and evaluation framework. Indicators and data 
sources have been identified for these potential unintended consequences. They will be monitored 
on a regular basis and reviewed by the precinct working group, with the potential to adjust the 
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policy, or suspend or revoke the special entertainment precincts if needed. 

 

Section D – State and Commonwealth interests 
Q10. Is there adequate public infrastructure for the planning proposal? 

The proposal does not change development potential, so any impact on requirements for public 
infrastructure would be minor.  

The proposal is likely to result in an increase in footfall in the King Street, Newtown precinct, 
particularly at night. This precinct has good public transport accessibility, including rail, buses and 
nightrider buses. It is also well supported by taxi and rideshare services.  

Q11. What are the views of State and Commonwealth public authorities consulted in accordance 
with the Gateway determination? 

In line with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline, the following 
organisations were notified of our intention to designate special entertainment precincts and 
consulted on the draft proposal: 

• Office of the 24-Hour Commissioner 

• Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

• Liquor & Gaming NSW 

• NSW Police  

• City of Sydney Council (proposed SEP on shared boundary) 

There is no objection to the proposal on the part of these public authorities. 

Part 4 Mapping 
Updates to the Special Entertainment Precinct map under the IWLEP 2022 are required to meet the 
intended outcomes of the planning proposal. These maps are included in Attachment 1.  

Part 5 Community Consultation 

Agency and local authority consultation 

In line with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline, the following 
organisations were notified of our intention to designate special entertainment precincts and 
consulted on the draft proposal: 

• Office of the 24-Hour Commissioner 

• Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

• Liquor & Gaming NSW 

• NSW Police 

• City of Sydney 
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Coordination with City of Sydney Council 

In line with the Council resolution of 9 December 2025, Inner West has worked collaboratively with 
The City of Sydney on the King Street Special Entertainment Precinct, recognising that the precinct 
spans both local government areas and that residents, businesses and visitors experience King 
Street as one continuous street. The two councils have worked together on a generally aligned 
approach to trading hours and sound levels, ensuring consistent controls relating to trading hours 
along the full length of the King Street corridor regardless of local government boundary. Officers 
from both councils have met regularly to share evidence, align approaches to sound assessment 
and trading hour proposals, and ensure that consultation, communications and rollout of the 
precinct are coordinated. The City of Sydney has passed an equivalent motion in support of this 
coordinated approach, and public exhibition will be conducted concurrently with the City of Sydney 
where practicable. 

Engagement with the Newtown Enmore Business Community 

The Newtown Enmore Business Community (NEBC) has been engaged throughout the 
development of the proposal. As a peak business representative body for King Street and the 
surrounding area, the NEBC has provided valuable local knowledge about hospitality, retail and 
cultural businesses operating in Newtown, the lived experience of trading in the precinct, emerging 
business clusters off King Street, and opportunities and challenges for the night-time economy in 
Newtown. The NEBC nominated a number of premises and side-street locations for inclusion in the 
precinct, which the Inner West and the City of Sydney have reviewed on their merits and which 
have informed targeted refinements to the proposed precinct boundary. The NEBC will continue to 
be engaged through public exhibition and implementation. 

Future consultation 

With Council approval and DPHI gateway determination, the next step will be public exhibition of 
this planning proposal, alongside the management plan and DCP amendment. Public consultation 
will be conducted concurrently with the City of Sydney wherever practicable, and will include 
notification of affected parties and consultation with business, residents, visitors, local 
organisations, and further consultation with the relevant agencies and local authorities. 

Part 6 Project timeline 
Action Date 

Gateway Determination  Q3 2026  

Public exhibition and government agency consultation   Commence Q3 2026  

Consideration of submissions   Q3 2026  

Post exhibition consideration of proposal by Council  Q4 2026  

Drafting of LEP provisions   Q4 2026  

Finalisation of LEP and DCP and forwarding to Department of Planning and 
Environment for notification  

Q4 2026 



Planning proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

21 

 

 

Year-long trial commences Q1 2027 

Year-long trial ends Q1 2028 
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Attachment 1 – Special Entertainment Precinct map 
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Attachment 3 – Draft amendment - section 2.13 of the Inner West DCP 



Inner West Development Control Plan: Part 2 General Considerations for Development 

2.13 24-Hour Economy 2.13 - 1 

2.13 24-Hour Economy 

Overview 
The Inner West has a vibrant "Main Street" culture and a thriving night-time economy. This section 
establishes the design and operational framework for commercial and mixed-use areas, aiming to 
balance economic vitality with high-quality residential amenity. 

A critical priority of this chapter is managing the interface between active entertainment uses and 
residential occupancy. This DCP places the responsibility for noise mitigation on the new development. 
Proposals are to demonstrate through sophisticated acoustic design that they can support the Inner 
West’s live music and entertainment culture without compromising the quiet enjoyment of residents. 

The DCP establishes a regulatory framework to manage the unique acoustic environment of the Special 
Entertainment Precincts (SEP) within the Inner West. It is based on a "Fair Play" approach to sound 
management, ensuring that vibrant cultural venues and residents can coexist through the application of 
clear, measurable standards. These areas have been allocated a Sound Category Area (SCA) and are 
mapped across key vibrant hubs, including: 

• Core Hubs: Enmore Road, Marrickville Town Centre, and Marrickville North.

• Town Centres: Ashfield, Balmain, Leichhardt, Rozelle, and Dulwich Hill.

Before applying for extended trading hours, applicants are to determine if their proposed hours are 
already permitted under the following: 

• Special Entertainment Precincts (SEP): If the premises is located within a designated SEP (such as
Enmore Road), trading hours are primarily governed by the Inner West SEP Management Plan (Refer to
Appendix 1 for specific precinct-based hours and live music incentives).

• State Policy (SEPP): Standard operating hours for many small businesses across NSW are set out in the
State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 (Subdivision
23B) 

Consent for outdoor dining on public land adjacent to a premises is to be obtained through Council’s 
Outdoor Dining Licence application. Trading hours for outdoor dining areas on public land are determined 
through that specific licensing process, not this DCP. 

2.13.1 Extended Operating Hours 

Objectives 

O1. Balance: To maintain neighbourhood amenity while supporting local business growth. 

O2. Safety and Diversity: To create a safe, inclusive, and vibrant night-time scene. 

O3. Culture: To foster creative industries, live music, and entertainment. 

https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/business-support/special-entertainment-precincts
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2008-0572
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/business-support/outdoor-dining
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O4. Connectivity: To align late-night closing times with public transport availability. 

O5. Accountability: To ensure businesses have robust, up to date professional plans of management. 

Controls 

Hours of operation 

C1. When determining trading hours for a premises Council will consider the following: 

a) Type of premises

b) Location: Whether mapped for late-night activity, night-time activity, or unclassified (see
Figure 2.13.1.)

c) Proximity to, and impacts on, residential dwellings

d) Specialist acoustic advice and recommendations

e) Availability of public transport within an 800m radius of the premises during operation

C2. Commitments in the Plan of Management to minimise neighbourhood disturbance 
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Figure 2.13.1 Night-time management area map  
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C3. Development is to comply with the trading hours specified in Table 2.13.1. In applying these hours, the 
following requirements apply: 

a) Trial Periods: Standard trading hours are permitted without a mandatory trial period 

b) Merit Assessment: Approval of standard trading hours is not automatic; all proposed hours will 
be assessed against the performance criteria in C1 to ensure local amenity is protected 

c) Extended Trading: Any proposal to operate beyond standard hours will be subject to a time-
limited trial period to monitor and manage potential social and acoustic impacts 

Table 2.13.1. Typical trading hours permitted 

Night-time management 
area classification 

Premises category Standard Trading hours 

 Late night activity areas Category A Indoor 6am – 2am the next day 

Outdoor 7am – midnight 

Category B Indoor 24 hours 

Outdoor 7am – midnight 

Night-time activity areas Category A Indoor 6am – midnight 

Outdoor 7am – 10pm 

Category B Indoor 24 hours 

Outdoor 7am – midnight 

Unclassified areas Category A & B Indoor 7am – 10pm or 
7am - midnight for sites zoned E1, E2 
and E3 

Outdoor 7am – 8pm or 
7am - 10pm for sites zoned E1, E2 and E3 

 

Premises Categories 

C4. Category A premises include all licensed premises, amusement centres, artisan food and drink 
premises, entertainment facilities, food and drink premises, function centres, information, restricted 
premises, sex services premises, education facilities, and recreation facilities (indoor) located within 
the same building as residential accommodation. 

C5. Category B premises include any premises that is not a category A premises 
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Initial 12-month trial for extended hours 

C6. Any request to trade beyond standard hours requires an initial 12-month trial to monitor impacts on 
the neighbourhood. 

C7. A recurring 2-year trial applies to any trading beyond standard hours for: 

a) Premises located within Residential Zones 

b) Sex Services and Restricted Premises operating between midnight and 7:00 am 

Performance-based extensions 

C8. Premises that fail to demonstrate a satisfactory management track record during the initial trial 
may be required to undergo a subsequent 12-month trial.  

C9. Approval of a subsequent trial is contingent upon the applicant submitting an amended Plan of 
Management (POM) and evidence of physical or operational site improvements (such as acoustic 
treatment or updated security protocols) designed to mitigate previous issues.  

C10. Continued failure to meet compliance standards during trials may result in the refusal of extended 
trading hours. 

Permanent Hours 

C11. Premises that have undergone a successful trial period may be granted permanent consent for 
later operating hours. 

Plans of Management 

C12. A detailed POM is to be submitted with all applications for new or modified operations trading 
between 10:00 pm and 6:00 am. The POM is to include: 

a) Signed Declaration: A statement signed by the licensee or manager confirming they have 
read, understood, and will enforce the POM 

b) Business Information: Registered business name and trading name 

c) Site Layout: A detailed floor plan showing all activity areas, external windows, and doors 

d) Service Locations: Location of waste storage, air-conditioning units, exhaust fans, and other 
mechanical plant 

e) Staffing and Capacity: Maximum number of staff and security (with defined roles) and 
maximum patron capacity for each specific area of the premises 

f) Hours of Operation: Clearly defined hours for each day of the week, including the expiry date 
for any trial hours 
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g) Patron Management: Detailed arrangements for queue management, entry/exit procedures, 
and strategies for managing patron behaviour both inside and immediately outside the 
venue 

C13. Logistics: Procedures for deliveries, loading/unloading, and waste collection to minimise 
neighbourhood disruption 

a) Environmental Safety: Spill clean-up procedures and staff training for any industries handling 
potential pollutants 

b) Source Identification: Identification of all potential sound sources, including stages, outdoor 
areas, mechanical plant, gym equipment, and loading zones. Any venue intended for live 
music or amplified entertainment is to detail speaker orientation, volume limiters, and 
door/window management protocol 

C14. Mitigation Measures: Specific operational actions to protect neighbourhood amenity, such as: 

a) Timing for the closure of windows and doors 

b) Directing amplified sound away from building openings 

c) Installing signage and utilizing staff to remind patrons to leave the premises quietly 

d) A process to regularly review and update the POM 

e) Complaint recording and response procedures and managerial accountability commitments 

f) Upkeep of a record of actions undertaken to address complaints from neighbours 

2.13.2 Special Entertainment Precincts 

Objectives 

O6. Economic & Cultural Vitality: To support a vibrant, diverse, inclusive, and safe night-time economy 
while specifically strengthening the creative and cultural industries that depend on it. 

O7. Amenity Balance: To maintain a reasonable level of amenity for sensitive receivers (such as 
residents) by balancing their expectations against the operational needs of Special Entertainment 
Precincts (SEPs). 

O8. Regulatory Precision & Limits: To establish clear, measurable sound limits for entertainment venues 
based on specific Sound Category Areas (SCA) and times of the week. 

O9. Sustainable Co-existence (Futureproofing): To require sound attenuation measures in both new 
sensitive receivers and new/modified entertainment venues, ensuring to ensure they can 
sustainably co-exist within the same urban environment. 
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O10. Adaptation of Mixed-Use Spaces: To ensure that commercial tenancies in new mixed-use 
developments are designed from the outset to be easily adapted into entertainment venues 
without compromising the amenity of the residents above. 

O11. City of Sydney alignment: To ensure sound criteria are consistent with the City of Sydney to enable 
coordinated management of the King Street SEP across council boundaries. 

Controls 

C15. Applicants are to refer to Figures 2.13.2 – 2.13.12, to determine if their property falls within a SEP and 
which specific sound limits apply under the SCA. 

 

Figure 2.13.2 Ashfield Special Entertainment Precinct 
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Figure 2.13.3 Balmain Sound Category Area map  

 

Figure 2.13.4 Dulwich Hill Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.5 Enmore Road Sound Category Area map 

 

Figure 2.13.6 Leichhardt Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.7 Marrickville North Sound Category Area map 

 

Figure 2.13.8 Marrickville Town Centre Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.9 Rozelle Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.10 King Street Central Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.11 King Street South Sound Category Area map 
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Figure 2.13.12 King Street - St Peters Sound Category Area map 

Sound Category Areas 

Controls 

C16. Acoustic assessments are to be conducted at the property boundary of the sensitive receiver as 
defined by the SCA Map. Sound levels are to be measured at a height of 1.5m above the finished 
floor level for every floor of the building to ensure vertical compliance. 

C17. Entertainment sound must not exceed the maximum sound limits for the relevant SCA in Table 2.13.2 
(all SEPs except King Street) or Table 2.13.3 (King Street). Sound levels are to be measured at the 
boundary of the sensitive receiver and assessed by time of day and day of week in accordance with 
the applicable table. 
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Table 2.13.2. Maximum external sound levels for entertainment venues as measured at the 
street fronting boundary of sensitive receivers – applies to all SEPs except King Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sound 
Category 
Area (SCA) 

Time of the 
week 

Venue external assessment criteria, dBL eq(15minute) 

Day / Evening 
(7am to 10pm) 

Early Night 
(10pm to midnight) 

Late Night 
(midnight to 7am) 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band (Hz) 
dB 

31.5 63 125 31.5 63 125 31.5 63 125 

SCA 1  Sun 7am to 
Thurs 7am 

65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 

Thurs 7am 
to Sun 7am 

65 69 68 66 65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 

SCA 2  Sun 7am to 
Thurs 7am 

60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 

Thurs 7am 
to Sun 7am 

65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 

SCA 3 Sun 7am to 
Thurs 7am 

55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 45 54 50 46 

Thurs 7am 
to Sun 7am 

55 59 58 56 55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 

SCA ET 

Sun 7am to 
Thurs 7am 

65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 50 54 50 46 

Thurs 7am 
to Sun 7am 

65 69 68 66 65 69 68 66 50 54 50 46 
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Table 2.13.3. Maximum external sound levels for entertainment venues as measured at the 
street fronting boundary of sensitive receivers for King Street SEP 

 

 

 

 

Sound 
Category 
Area 
(SCA) 

Time of 
the week 

Venue external assessment criteria, dBL eq(15minute) 

Day / Evening 
(7am to 10pm) 

Early Night 
(10pm to midnight) 

Late Night 
(midnight to 2am) 

Early Morning 
(2am – 7am) 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 
63 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

Broad
band 
dB(A) 

Octave band 
(Hz) dB 

31.5 63 125 31.5 
63 

31.5 31.5 63 125 31.5 63 125 

SCA KS1  Sun 
6pm– 
Thu 6pm 

68 67 69 69 60 63 64 64 55 59 55 55 50 59 52 52 

Thu 
6pm–Sun 
6pm 

68 67 69 69 65 65 67 67 57 59 57 57 55 59 55 55 

SCA KS2  Sun 
6pm– 
Thu 6pm 

65 65 66 66 60 63 64 64 52 59 52 52 50 59 52 52 

Thu 
6pm–Sun 
6pm 

65 65 67 67 63 65 67 67 55 59 55 55 50 59 52 52 

SCA 1 Sun 
6pm– 
Thu 6pm 

65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 50 59 52 53 

Thu 
6pm–Sun 
6pm 

65 69 68 66 65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 55 59 52 53 

SCA 2 

Sun 
6pm– 
Thu 6pm 

60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 50 54 50 46 

Thu 
6pm–Sun 
6pm 

65 69 68 66 60 64 63 61 55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 

SCA 3 

Sun 
6pm– 
Thu 6pm 

55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 45 49 45 41 45 49 45 41 

Thu 
6pm–Sun 
6pm 

55 59 58 56 55 59 58 56 50 54 50 46 45 49 45 41 
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Acoustic requirements for Entertainment Venues 

C18. A Noise Impact Assessment (NIA) prepared by a qualified acoustic specialist is to be submitted for 
all new or modified entertainment venues. The NIA is to: 

a) Detail specific physical noise attenuation measures (e.g., soundproofing, airlocks) to ensure 
the development operates within the maximum sound levels in Table 2.13.2 (for SEPs other 
than King Street) and Table 2.13.3 (King Street SEP) measured at the boundary of sensitive 
receivers. 

b) Where a venue shares a common partition (wall, floor, or ceiling) with a sensitive receiver, the 
NIA is to prove the venue can operate without breaching the internal noise criteria in Table 
2.13.4.  

c) Demonstrate compliance at the boundary of any site containing a sensitive receiver within 20 
metres of the subject site. 

d) Council reserves the right to require assessments for receivers beyond 20m based on local 
topography, built form, or complaint history. 

e) These criteria apply specifically to new or modified floor space only. 

Table 2.13.4. Sensitive receiver internal sound criteria 

Receiver Period 
Broadband 
dBLAeq(15min) 

Octave band centre 
frequency (Hz), dB 

31.5 63 125 

Residential 
accommodation – 
bedrooms 

7am – 10pm 35 59 52 46 

10pm – 7am 30 54 47 41 

Residential 
accommodation – other 
habitable rooms 

7am – 10pm 35 59 52 46 

10pm – 7am 35 59 52 46 

Tourist and visitor 
accommodation 
(bedrooms & sleeping 
areas) 

–7am - midnight 38 62 55 49 

midnight - 7am 33 57 50 44 

Information and 
education facilities 

All times 35 59 52 46 

Place of public worship All times 38 62 55 59 

Health services facility  7am – 10pm 40 64 57 51 
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10pm – 7am (wards 
only) 

35 59 52 46 

Acoustic requirements for Sensitive Receivers  

C19. A noise impact assessment (NIA) prepared by a suitably qualified acoustic specialist is to be 
submitted with any application for a new or modified sensitive receiver located within a SCA. The NIA 
must demonstrate that internal noise levels will comply with the criteria in Table 2.13.4 when subject 
to the maximum external sound levels in Table 2.13.2 (all SEPs except King Street) or Table 2.13.3 (King 
Street), measured at the property boundary of the sensitive receiver. 

C20. Modified sensitive receiver applications include: 

a) External and internal alterations to sensitive receivers. This includes alterations and additions 
to residential accommodation. This does not include changes that do not impact upon the 
sound levels 

b) Operational changes to non-residential sensitive receivers 

C21. For alterations and additions to any sensitive receiver development type, only apply the internal 
noise criteria in Table 2.13.4 to new or modified floor space. 

C22. Where noise attenuation measures impact the provision of natural ventilation, alternative 
ventilation is to be provided to ensure the proposal complies with the NCC. 

C23. Noise impact from other sources, such as road and rail are to be assessed separately in 
accordance with relevant standards and policies. 

Mixed-use developments 

C24. Any development application for a mixed-use building containing both sensitive receivers (e.g. 
apartments) and non-residential floor space is to include a NIA to ensure noise impacts on 
residents can be mitigated. The NIA is to model predicted noise levels, identify transmission paths, 
and recommend specific mitigation measures to ensure compliance with Council's noise criteria. 

C25. The NIA and architectural plans are to: 

a) Internal Noise Criteria: Demonstrate that non-residential areas can function as an active 
entertainment venue while maintaining the internal noise criteria for sensitive receivers within 
the building specified in Table 2.13.4. 

b) Low-Frequency Management: Explicitly address L_{Ceq} (bass) noise levels, which are not 
typically captured by standard L_{Aeq} measurements but are the primary cause of resident 
complaints in mixed-use settings. 
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c) Physical Attenuation: Specify high-mass partitions, "box-in-box" construction, acoustic 
ceilings, and vibration isolation for mechanical plant and sound systems. 

d) Futureproofing: Ensure the structural design allows for the adaptation of commercial spaces 
into entertainment venues without requiring retrospective upgrades to residential units (the 
"Agent of Change" principle). 

C26. Locate non-sensitive commercial "buffer" zones (e.g. offices or storage) between the entertainment 
floor and residential apartments where possible. 

C27. Prior to the issue of an Occupation Certificate, a post-construction acoustic test is to be submitted 
to Council. This test is to verify that the "as-built" construction meets the noise attenuation targets 
set out in the NIA. 

C28. Any venue intended for live music or amplified entertainment is to submit a Plan of Management 
detailing speaker orientation, volume limiters, and door/window management protocols in addition 
to the requirements in C12. 
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