
 

 

Inner West Council Ъ Heritage Conservation Area  1 

C87 Annandale Farm  

Heritage Conservation Area  

 

Figure 1. Annandale Farm  Heritage  Conservation Area Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Streetscape  of Annandale Farm  Heritage  Conservation Area  
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Location  
The Annandale Farm Heritage Conservation Area is located in Stanmore between Parramatta Road and 
the main western railway line and between Crystal and Bridge Streets.  

 

 
Figure 3 & 4. The Area in 1943 and 2009 (source: NSW Lands Department SIX Viewer)  
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Description  
The Annandale Farm Heritage Conservation Area is located within one of the most important properties 
̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̙̤̥̠̣̪̚ ̠̗ ˶̡̦̣̠̖̟̒ ̤̖̥̥̝̖̞̖̟̥ ̠̗ ˲̦̤̥̣̝̒̒̚˟ ˺̥ ̗̠̣̞̤ ̥̙̖ ̠̣̖̔ ̠̗ ˴̡̥̟̒̒̚ ˸̖̠̣̘̖ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤ 100-
acre  grant of 1793 which he named Annandale Farm. Johnston later extended the farm to the foreshores 
of Sydney Harbour,  but the centre of the property and his house remained in the  area south of 
Parramatta Road. Annandale Farm is one of the most important sites in Australian Colonial history. 
Johnston playe d a key role in the suppression of the Vinegar Hill uprising as well as  being one of the 
main protagonists in the overthrow of Governor Bligh (known as the Rum Rebellion). Johnston went on 
to govern the colony after the insurrection. He used Annandale Farm as his family home and business 
office,  and it is likely that it was an active centre of colonial  politics. The family also played an important 
̣̠̝̖ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̧̡̖̖̝̠̞̖̟̥̕ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ˲̦̤̥̣̝̟̒̒̚ ̡̤̥̠̣̝̒̒ ̟̦̤̥̣̪̚̕˝ ̟̒̕ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤ ̤̠̟ ̠̖̣̥̃̓ ̦̤̖̕ ̥̙̖ ̡̡̣̠̖̣̥̪ 
as the centre of his extensive squatting interests, using the large store buildings seen in early 
photog raphs of Annandale Farm to collect the grain and wool ready for export to England. Johnston 
created a burial ground on the Estate for the family, with a vault being designed and built by Francis 
Greenway.  

The section of Annandale Farm south of Parramatta Road remained owned by the Johnston family and 
a rural landscape for considerably longer than the surrounding area. The Farm was finally subdivided 
and sold in stages, with the first release of land made in  1884. This was the area closest to  the railway 
̝̟̖̚ ̨̙̖̣̖ ̥̟̞̠̣̖̄̒ ̥̥̠̟̄̒̚ ̙̒̕ ̖̖̟̓ ̡̠̖̟̖̕ ̟̚ ˢ˩˨˩˟ ̠̖̣̥̃̓ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤ widow Fanny  who had inherited 
the Farm encouraged its development and in 1886 donated £3000 towards the construction of an 
elaborate buil ding on the railway platform to attract affluent purchasers. It is not known whether she 
̝̤̠̒ ̡̝̪̖̒̕ ̟̒ ̧̥̖̒̔̚ ̣̠̝̖ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̠̟̤̥̣̦̥̠̟̔̔̚ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ̨̣̠ ̠̗ ˸̖̟̥̝̖̞̖̟Э̤ ̝̝̤̇̒̚ ̛̖̟̥̒̒̔̕ ̥̠ ̥̙̖ ̤̥̥̠̟̒̚˝ 
but their early advertising benefits were clear and set the to ne for the prevailing  quality (although not 
the scale) of development in the later subdivisions of the Farm.  

The boundaries of the historic property can be seen readily today through the alignments of the streets 
that bordered its edges, such as Westbourne Street and Albany Road Ъ Westbourne was created by the 
earlier subdivision of the property to the west and t he rear of the houses on its southern side followed 
the alignment of the boundary between the two; as did the alignment of Stanmore Lane. The perimeter 
streets of the Annandale Farm development such as the western ends  of Albany and Salisbury Roads 
also fo llowed the boundaries but the interior streets were then aligned to a more conventional north -
south grid pattern, leading to a series of oblique intersections which allow unusual vantage points over 
the houses located near the intersections.  

˲̝̥̙̠̦̘̙ ̥̙̖ ̖̩̥̖̟̥ ̠̗ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤ ˲̟̟̟̝̖̒̒̕ ˷̣̞̒ ̟̔̒ ̖̓ ̤̖̖̟ ̥̙̣̠̦̘̙ ̥̙̖ ̧̤̦̤̠̟̓̕̚̚̚ ̟̒̕ ̣̠̒̕ 
patterns little fabric related to the earlier cultural layer has survived. When the land was sold for 
development the house and outbuildings were also sold for bu ilding materials and dismantled and 
relocated to unknown locations. A small building which may be the main Gatehouse once situated at 
the Parramatta Road entry to the Farm is now in the rear garden of 96 Corunna Street; and from the 
evidence of the 1943 ae rial photographs,  it is possible that one of the barns/stable buildings was  
relocated to the site before being demolished for a recent infill development at 61/61A Albany Road. The 
NSW Lands Department maps of the early 20th Century subdivision and development of the area have 
allowed the footprint of the original farmhouse, court yard, outbuildings and the family burial vault  to be 
identified with reasonable certainty, although no evidence can be seen of any of these structures  in the 
contemporary landscape .  They do have potential significance as archaeological sites  and any relics 
that may exist under the ground are  covered automatically under the provisions of  the NSW Heritage 
Act. The family vault was located where the intersection of Corunna and Northumberland Street is today, 
although the remains of George Johnston and other members of the family were removed to Waverley 
Cemetery in 1888.  
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The Annandale Farm Heritage Conservation Area is today characterised by its relatively small and 
regularly spaced allotments with rows and groups of detached late Victorian and Federation Villas and 
houses. The detailing of the houses provides evidence of their date of subdivision and development, 
with the Victorian prevailing to the west of Percival Street and Federation prevalent to the east. Although 
many properties are a single story and relatively modest in scale the design and detailing of the 
substan tially intact houses is generally fine in its quality, and where groups of similar houses have 
survived without major layering the streetscape values are particularly high. The streetscapes follow 
the typological form of the terraced streetscape, with corn er houses aligned to one street and 
presenting a wall to the other. The windows set into these street walls establish a connected and 
somewhat intimate quality between the buildings and the public domain in the secondary street.  

Building setbacks are generally minimal, with many properties being located close to the front and side 
boundaries. Access to the rear of houses is from the network of rear lanes, and these are dominated by 
driveway gates and roller doors which provide veh icular access to garages and gardens. The first 
section to be developed was comprised of larger lots without lanes and all access is from the street.  

Although many houses have undergone superficial and cosmetic layering over the years few have 
been structurally altered through the construction of a second story or otherwise bulky addition.  

Most of the layering is representative of either the post - war migrant era or the contemporary 
gentrification trends with examples found of multiple layers where gentrification detailing has been 
applied over earlier post - War changes. Some of these layers h ave added distinctive elements of 
̗̗̖̣̟̘̕̚̚ ̢̦̝̥̪̒̚ ̥̠ ̥̙̖̣̚ ̡̤̥̣̖̖̥̤̖̔̒ ̟̒̕ ̖̞̠̟̤̥̣̥̖̒̕ ̥̙̖ ̧̖̠̝̦̥̠̟̣̪̒̚ ̢̦̝̥̖̤̒̚̚ ̠̗ ˾̧̣̣̜̝̝̖̒̔̚̚Э̤ 
patterns of settlement. Most alterations have been minor in scale and impact and relatively able to be 
reversed without fu rther adverse impact heritage significance of the area. Of greatest concern is the 
current fashion of rendering original face brickwork and stripping of detailing in an attempt to 
Ь̞̠̖̣̟̤̖̕̚Э ̥̙̖ ̗̒΄̖̒̕˟ ̙̤̅̚ ̤̚ ̝̖̟̘̒̕̚ ̥̠ ̥̙̖ ̧̣̣̖̖̣̤̝̖̓̚̚ ̝̠̤̤ ̠̗ ˷̖̖̣̥̒̕̚on fabric and introducing 
confusing and contradictory elements in the streetscapes of the area, particularly in the eastern half.  

Although relatively few houses have been subjected to an additional storey some additions were noted 
towards the rear of properties. In most cases the changes were difficult to detect from the public 
domain and had minimal impact on the heritage values of the area unless they included the 
construction of a dormer window or similar treatment visible from the street. The prevailing single storey 
character has both ensured that the streetscape has remained remarkably cohesive and allowed most 
rear gardens to r emain private from overlooking by neighbours.  

Even where layering has caused the loss of original fabric to the façade or minor elevations the 
streetscapes have in most cases retained their original highly cohesive and rhythmical character 
arising from the consistent spacing and building envelopes of the houses. This quality has been 
emphasised by the gentle topography of the area and has resulted in a strong aesthetic quality to the 
streetscapes in which the procession of roof forms plays a prominent role in the internal views. The 
strong patterns of similarity of form and detailing of the rows and groups throughout the Area suggests 
that many were built as groups by speculative builder/developer/s.  

The topography of the area slopes from the high points of the ridgeline followed by Parramatta Road 
and the south - western corner of the area (near the intersection of Albany Road and Douglas Street) 
towards the lowest part of Salisbury and Bridge Roads. Th e built forms emphasise these differences 
through the location of many of the larger houses and terraces on the high ground, with the more 
modest cottages on the lower - lying lands. This socio - topographic relationship is one of the defining  
characteristics of the cultural landscape in 19th and early 20th Century Marrickville. The Annandale  Farm 
area also includes an important variation on this theme expressed by the imposing Victorian Villas 
along Gordon Crescent overlooking the railway line. These homes were built on large lots and were 
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intended to advertise the area to the professional City Gentleman. It is notable that most of these 
mansions have survived substantially intact and although several were converted for more intensive 
residential uses such as flats or boarding houses, or use d for institutional purposes, they continue to be 
an imposing group in the Area. Good views are also available over the roofscapes of the rear of some 
groups from the public domain due to the variations in the local topography Ъ particularly those formed 
by properties facing the cross streets.  

Although the topography undulates there is limited opportunity for expansive district views other than 
those created by the directional effects of the street wall. Those to the east from Corunna and Macaulay 
Streets in particular capture something of the e ssence of the original views from Annandale house Ъ 
which now focus on the buildings of Sydney University. Opportunities to the south are more limited, 
although local views to the terraces of Durham Street and the Kingston West Heritage Conservation 
Area a re available  from Northumberland  Street . Views from the northern  end  of  Percival Road to the 
south terminate in Weekley Park due to the bend in the road; and south of this the view is terminated by 
the elevated Stanmore Railway Station.  

Views into the area are also limited Ъ from Parramatta Road the minor ridge along the northern 
boundary ensure that the two land uses remain separate. Good views over the area are available from  
Railway Avenue and the north - south streets in the Kingston West area and fleeting glimpses from the 
railway line; but other opportunities are very limited.  

One of the most unifying elements of the area is the high proportion of original iron palisade fences and 
gates that have survived throughout the area in both the Victorian and Federation land releases. The 
ongoing popularity of iron as a fencing material even after it had been supplanted by timber joinery 
fences in other nearby areas is one of the important characteristics of the built environment found 
̥̙̣̠̦̘̙̠̦̥ ˾̧̣̣̜̝̝̖̒̔̚̚Э̤ ̙̖̣̥̘̖̒̚ ̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̔̒̚ ̣̖̤̒̒˝ ̟̒̕ ̟̒ ̡̞̠̣̥̟̥̒̚ ̠̟̥̣̦̥̠̣̔̓̚ to the  historic 
inte grity of its streetscapes.  

The area also includes a small shopping precinct focused on Percival Street at its southern end near 
Stanmore Station which contains several excellent individual examples of turn of the 20 th Century retail 
shops with accommodation above . One, the shop at 124 Percival Street is already an individually listed 
heritage item; and the shops at 83 and 102 and the former State Bakery at 92 - 96 Percival Road have 
been investigated as part of the Heritage Items Review and are recommended for heritage listing in 
recog nition of their individual heritage significance. It also includes an increasingly rare working 
example of a forecourt garage. Although not planned as a civic centre the streetscape has a 
community function and potential social significance emphasised by M osely Park with its quality 
˶̨̣̟̒̒̕̕̚ ̡̝̟̥̟̘̤̒̚ ̟̒̕ ̝̪̠̦̥̒ ̟̒̕ ̥̙̖ ̛̖̟̥̒̒̔̕ ̥̄ ˾̙̖̝̔̒̚Э̤ ˴̥̙̠̝̒̔̚ ˴̙̦̣̙̔ ̟̒̕ ̤̙̠̠̝̔˟ The group  
continues to act as a focal point in the contemporary streetscape. Mosely Park is also listed as a heritage 
item in the existing LEP. 

The aesthetic values of the public domain are elementary with the lack of notable streetscape planting 
meaning that the area derives most, if not all, of its aesthetic values from the quality of its built 
environment and the response of this environment to  the topography. Kerbs are mostly sandstone block 
and gutters are concrete, although stone gutters were found in places.  
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Figure 5. ̃ ̖̦̤̤Э ̡̞̒ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ̣̖̒̒ ̤̦̣̣̠̦̟̟̘̕̚ ˲̟̟̟̝̖̒̒̕ ˷̣̞̒ ̖̥̖̣̤̙̞́̒ ˾̡̦̟̝̥̪̔̒̚̚̚ ̟̚ 
1888(?). The development surrounding the still - rural Annandale Farm and the alignment of 

the adjoining streets following the boundary of the property can be seen clearly.

 

Figure 6. This plan was prepared by the NSW Lands Department and shows the location both the original 
Annandale House and its outbuildings as well as the houses present today. The lack of regard for the earlier 
patterns of development in the later subdivision can be  seen clearly. The house was broken up for re - sale of 
its building materials and the outbuildings sold for relocation Ъ a form of recycling no longer practiced, but 

reflective of the rarity and value of fine Red Cedar joinery and hardwood buildin g materials even by the 
̖̘̟̟̟̘̓̚̚ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ˣˡ̥̙ ˴̖̟̥̦̣̪˟ ̙̖̅ ̡̝̟̒ ̝̤̠̒ ̨̤̙̠̤ ̥̙̖ ̣̖̒̒ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤ ̙̘̙̝̪̚ ̞̣̖̒̕̚̕ ̘̣̖̟̒̕ ̥̠ ̥̙̖ 

east of the house as well as the formal carriage entry from Parramatta Road to the north and a more 
utilitarian entry drive f rom the south - east. . Sydney metropolitan detail series / NSW. Dept of Lands Petersham 

Sheet 7, 1889 (Image accessed at http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au ) 

http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 7. Annandale Farm House was located where these cottages are   today.  

 

 

 

Figure 8 & 9. ̙̖̅ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟ ̗̞̝̪̒̚ ̧̦̝̥̒ ̨̤̒ ̝̠̥̖̔̒̕ ̝̠̤̖̔ ̥̠ ̥̙̖ ̝̠̥̠̟̔̒̚ ̠̗ ̥̠̪̒̕Э̤ ̣̠̦̟̠̦̥̒̓̕ ̥̒ ̥̙̖ 
Northumberland and Corunna Street intersection. In 1823 it became the first private burial ground to be 

consecrated in the Colony. The remains of the family, includin ̘ ˸̖̠̣̘̖ ˻̠̙̟̤̥̠̟Э̤˝ ̨̖̣̖ ̣̖̝̠̥̖̔̒̕ ̥̠ ̧̖̣̝̖̪̈̒ 
Cemetery in 1888.  
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Figure 10. Detail Sheet Ъ showing the original position of the entrance to the property and the 
gatehouse Ъ where the shops lining Parramatta Road are today. The outline of the former Stanmore 
˴̟̖̞̒̚ ˙̣̖̖̟̥̝̪̔ ̧̡̣̖̖̖̝̠̖̕̕˚ ̟̔̒ ̖̓ ̤̖̖̟ ̥̠ ̥̙̖ ̖̤̥̒ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ̘̥̖̤̒˟ Ь˵̣̝̖̪̒ ̥̣̖̖̥̄Э ̨̤̒ ̧̟̖̖̣ ̦̝̥̓̚ -  
the outline of what is now Northumberland Avenue can be seen.  The family burial vault was at the 

corner of the lower area in this plan Ъ near the intersection of Northumberland Avenue and Corunna 
Street today. Sydney metropoli tan detail series / NSW. Dept of Lands Petersham Sheet 6 (1896)  

(Image accessed at http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au ) 

 

 

Figure 11. The advertising for the second release of Annandale Farm 
in 1885 included an illustration of the station funded partially by the 

Johnston family in order to attract purchasers to the subdivision. 
(Hardie and Gorman)  

 

http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 12. The development of the Annandale Farm area began from the western end of the Estate and can be 
seen today through the earlier late Victorian - period architecture in this area. This plan shows that the 
development occurred in groups Ъ with adjacent or near by lots often purchased by a speculative builder who 
built many houses to the same pattern - as can be seen clearly in these 1890 survey plans showing Albany, 
Temple and Douglas Streets.  Sydney metropolitan detail series / NSW. Dept of Lands Peters ham Sheet 13 (1890) 
(Image accessed at http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au ) 

 

Figure 13. ̙̖̤̖̅ ̞̠̖̤̥̕ ̥̠̣̟̇̔̒̚̚ ˺̥̝̟̥̖̒̒̒̚ ̠̥̥̘̖̤̔̒ ̟̚ ˲̝̟̪̓̒ ̥̣̖̖̥̄ ̣̖̒ ̥̙̖ ̝̠̟̘ Ь̣̦̟Э ̠̗ ̙̠̦̤̖̤ ̟̚ 
the plan above. Although individually layered and altered over the 100+ years since their 

construction, the overall form and rhythm of the group is remarkably  intact.  

http://image.sl.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 14. The subdivision of the eastern end of Annandale Farm was also popular with 
speculative developers as shown in this 1943 aerial photograph and as can be seen through 

the many groups, rows and terraces of identical houses in the streetscapes today. This 
pho tograph shows the area between Percival Road and Northumberland Avenue and 

Corunna to Albany Roads. (NSW Lands Department SIX viewer)  

 

 

The following figures illustrate the main elements and characteristics of the Annandale Farm 
Heritage Conservation Area.  

 

Figure 15 & 16.  Northumberland Avenue streetscape.  The late 20th century native plants provide effective screening 
to the facades  of houses but make it difficult to appreciate their aesthetic qualities from an oblique view. The palm 
in the distance in the left photograph  approximately  marks  the  position  of  the  Johnston  ̗ ̞̝̪̒̚Э̤ burial  plot.  
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Figure 17. This prominent group of Federation terraces on 
the southern side of Corunna Road demonstrates good 
aesthetic values  although partially screened by 
bottlebrush planting ( Corunna Road)  

Figure 18. The driveway to Annandale Farm house 
crossed the current alignment of Macaulay Road 
towards the middle of this rise . The rise is marked today 
by substantial two storey Federation  style terraces and  
houses.  

  

Figure 19 & 20. The streetscape of Salisbury Road is lined by dense shade trees and marked by a spectacular autumn 
colour.  

 

  

Figure 21. The Johnston family funded much of the cost of building Stanmore station to attract affluent purchasers to the 
area. Lots in the vicinity of Douglas Street and Gordon Crescent were large and intended for the construction of 
substantial Railway Villas for  professionals  and  business  people  in the  city.  
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Figure 22 & 23. Weekley Park is located in the centre of the area and is the main area of open space within the Annandale 

Farm Area. Its layout, planting and park furniture are all representative of late 19 th /early 20 th Century municipal park design 
St Michaels Church and school addresses the park and contributes to its civic prominence.  

 

Figure 24 & 25. The park is located at the northern end of the Percival Road shopping precinct which contains some original 
and high - quality buildings within the group. The infill development at the rear of the shop in Figure 25 is used as an exemplar 
in the New South Wales Heritage Council's publication Design in Context -  Guidelines for Infill Development.  

 

Figure 26.  Shop at the corner of Albany and  Percival  
Roads           

Figure 27 . Original  shopfront  to  96  Percival  Road  restored  
as part of a major infill development carried out to the rear 
of  the building.  
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Figure 28 & 29. The residential streetscapes are highly patterned and rhythmical due to the consistent subdivision pattern 
and construction in groups by single builders. (Albany and Macaulay Roads).  

 

 

Figure s 30 to  33.  The Gordon Crescent group now forms one of the largest collections of substantial late Victorian and early 
Federation  houses  in the  Marrickville  local  government  area.  
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Figure s 34 to  37. Few substantial houses were built in the rest of the area although several good examples can be 
found in the higher areas of Macaul ay and Corunna Roads.  
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Figure s 38 to  43. The area contains many good examples of Federation period domestic Architecture. Almost all are 
substantially intact.  

 

Figure 44 & 45. Traditional vernacular style cottages were rare in the Annandale Farm subdivisions.  
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Figure 46 & 47. This imposing late Victorian/Federation terrace with distinctive duochrome brick banding to the side 
elevation is located at the corner of Bruce and Mytle Streets and acts as a prominent local landmark.  

 

Figure 48 & 49. Examples of a pair of Victorian filigree with faceted bay windows to the lower level and a delicate balcony to 
the upper . 

 

Figure 50 & 51. Douglas Street
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Figure 52 - 55. Terraces in the area include both Victorian and Federation period variations.  

 

Figure 56 & 57. Examples of modest Victorian Italianate cottages with distinctive faceted bays.  

Figures 58 to 81 (below) show a variety of the modest Federation cottages, semi - detached houses and terraces within the 
Area. Although many of the individual properties have been altered, the changes are mainly cosmetic, and the prevailing 
built forms have survived in a r elatively intact condition and continue to contribute to the integrity of the rhythm and form of 
the streetscapes and roofscapes. The impact of painting and/or rendering facades on the original built form and the integrity  
of the group can be seen clearly.  
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