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Heritage Conservation Area 

 

Figures 1. Enmore House Estate Heritage Conservation Area Map 

Figure 2. Streetscape of Enmore House Estate Heritage Conservation Area  



Location 
The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area is situated south of the main western railway 
line and between Old and New Canterbury Roads. It includes several sub-precincts which share 
similar heritage values and development history although they are now separated by less 
contributory development. The area includes Victoria Street, The Boulevarde, Toothill, 
Summerhill and Hunter Streets as well as the small group of buildings at the southernmost tip of 
The Boulevarde (which includes the Memorial Scout Hall). 

 

 



 

 

Figures 3 to 6. The Area in 1943 and 2009 (source: NSW Lands Department SIX Viewer) 

 



Description 
The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area contains some of the finest buildings and 
streetscapes in the Marrickville local government area. It was first released for subdivision in the 
1880s when Lewisham Station was opened and soon proved popular with the upper middle-
class commuters who constructed substantial homes throughout the area. It was developed in 
sections after 1882, with the final major release made in 1898, although development continued 
until the Inter- war period on undeveloped lots. 

The area is predominantly residential in its character, with retail uses being located at the 
northern end of the precinct near the railway station. The small group of local shops in Victoria 
Street includes substantially intact examples of Federation shops, including shopfronts and 
joinery to the arched window/doors on the upper level, although signs of deterioration to the 
fabric are evident. The upper-level verandahs have been replaced by a suspended awning. 
Other shops in the extended group demonstrate significant layering and have lost their stylistic 
integrity. 

Community facilities representative of the community who established the area include the 
imposing Baptist Church and Hall at the northern end of The Boulevarde, and the 1921-1923 Arts 
and Crafts Memorial Scout Hall at the southern tip of the Area. 

Both single and two-storey forms are distributed throughout the area, with little consistency in 
their location evident when analysed at the precinct level. There is little evidence of ‘runs’ of 
cottages being built as a speculative venture by a builder, other than the group of single storey 
Victorian Villa cottages in Victoria Street. The prevailing character of the area is one of an 
established and high-quality precinct of substantial detached houses in garden settings. The 
primary streets are The Boulevard and Victoria Street, with the other streets acting as cross-
streets. The building typologies reinforce this pattern, with most of the grand houses in either 
Victoria Street or The Boulevarde, and the most modest in the lower areas to the south-west 
such as Fred Street. 

The area contains a variety of built forms, including a range of finely crafted Victorian Italianate,  
Rustic Gothic, Filigree and Regency houses, terraces and villas and later Federation examples of 
the same typologies, including good examples of Federation cottages, terraces and substantial 
Queen Anne houses, including in Hunter Street at the northern end of the precinct and in Toothill 
Street towards the mid-section. Several good examples of houses and residential flat buildings 
from the Inter-War period can also be found. Many of these substantial properties have retained 
their original garden setting as a planted area that enhances the aesthetic qualities of the 
property and the streetscape. Few of these substantial properties show evidence of being re-
subdivided to allow infill development, unlike other parts of Marrickville. 

The area also contains modest dwellings, including the very good group of gable-roofed single-
fronted cottages in Fred Street, and the many examples of vernacular cottages and bungalows 
found throughout the precinct. 

Streetscapes are unified by the contribution of private gardens as well as by the good quality 
and mature street planting, particularly the Brush Box and other species in the northern half of 
the precinct. Planting in the southern part of Victoria Street (south of Summer Hill Street) is not 
as consistent although some good individual specimens can be found. 

The area also includes the northern end of The Boulevarde and its terminating view at Hunter 
Street which demonstrates a Federation character rather than the late Victorian that 



dominates elsewhere. Hunter Street includes several very imposing and contributory Federation 
houses. 

The evidence of the surviving fabric suggests that many early fences were of iron palisade 
construction. Many have survived and continue to contribute highly to the integrity and quality 
of the streetscapes and the area. They are particularly prominent elements when viewed on an 
angle from the footpath, when their strong rhythms yet transparent quality is highlighted. Some 
of the fences to houses on The Boulevarde exhibit fine iron posts, although most in the area are 
representative of the more common ‘Marrickville Fence’. Some original fences have been 
replaced in a variety of styles, materials and heights. These fences are however potentially 
reversible and although impossible to replace the original fabric, the opportunity exists to 
construct a new fence that is fits more gently within the streetscape. 

Many of the properties have undergone considerable layering over the years since original 
construction, including infill development of various degrees of contributory value and a range 
of cosmetic and structural additions to individual dwellings. Although some of these alterations 
have affected the individual heritage value of the property, the cohesiveness of the scale, form 
and patterns of the streetscapes together with their ability to demonstrate Lewisham’s patterns 
of late 19th-and early 20th Century urban settlement remains substantially intact. Major layering 
is not common. 

Existing heritage items are located at 40 Hunter Street (large house with timber detailing) the 
Baptist Church and Hall at 13-15 The Boulevard and the two storey (former) corner shop at 4 
Summer Hill Street. The substantial sandstone rock retaining wall and stone steps to Old 
Canterbury Road is also listed. This wall is a distinctive element in the streetscape and best 
appreciated from within the area, where it terminates the view to the west from Summerhill 
Street. Its form is similar to that used in the local parks such as Petersham Park and formed park 
of Council’s Depression Relief Scheme works in the 1930s. 

The Victorian Filigree terrace adjacent to the shop has been assessed as part of the Heritage 
Items review and is recommended for listing as an individual item. Each of these existing and 
potential individual heritage items contributes to the variety and quality of their immediate 
streetscapes and the heritage significance of the Lewisham Area as a heritage conservation 
area. 

The following figures illustrate the main elements and characteristics of the Lewisham estate 
Heritage Conservation Area. 

  



  

Figure 7. This substantial Federation house is 
located at the Hunter Street entrance to the Area. 

Figure 8. Hunter Street contains a good group of 
substantially intact Federation properties. 

  

Figure 9 & 10.  The area is characterised by a mixture of substantial freestanding terraces, attached terraces and 
detached houses in both single and two-storey forms and covering the late Victorian and Federation periods. 
The two main streets in the area, the Boulevard and Victoria Street contain the most substantial properties, with 
more modest examples in the cross streets. 

 

  

Figure 11 & 12. The Boulevard is bracketed by important civic buildings, with the Baptist Church at the northern 
end and the Memorial Scout Hall at the southern tip. 

 



  

Figure 13.  The Boulevarde streetscape Figure 14. Example of typical Victorian villa 

  

 

Figure 15. This pair in Victoria Street is more modest 
but equally well detailed. 

Figure 16. Fred Street is a small street in the south-
western corner of the precinct and contains more 
modest dwellings. 

  

Figure 17 & 18. A strong streetscape group within Victoria Street.  



  

Figure 19.   The area also contains some interwar 
housing. 

Figure 20. This Victorian Georgian house is a 
prominent local landmark in Victoria Street. 

  

  

Figure 21 to 24 illustrate some of the substantial houses found in the Area (The Boulevard).  



  

Figure 25 & 26. The area contains some large semi-detached terrace style houses which impart considerable scale 
and bulk to the local streetscape. 

 

  

Figures 27 illustrate some of the more modest cottages 
found within the area 

Figure 28 Victoria Street 

  

Figure 29. Victoria St Figure 30. Fred Street 



  

Figure 31 & 32.  Fred Street  

  

Figure 33. Semi-detached Italianate villa in Victoria 
Street 

Figure 34. Semi-detached interwar bungalow in The 
Boulevarde. 

  

 

Figure 35. An atypical Victorian Italianate house at the 
southern end of The Boulevarde. 

Figure 36. The Boulevarde extension contains several 
houses that have applied the facade of a Victorian villa 
to a Federation roof form, creating an unusually wide 
composition for the Italianate style 



  

Figure 37 & 38. Pair of villas in Victoria Street.  

  

Figure 39 & 40 houses demonstrating characteristics of both Federation and late Victorian periods.  

  

Figure 41 & 42. Federation cottages in The Boulevarde and Fred Street.  



  

Figure 43. Victoria Street Figure 44. The Boulevarde 

  

Figure 45. The Boulevarde Figure 46. The Boulevarde 

  

Figure 47. The northern end of Victoria Street is marked 
by a small group of shops, some of which have retained 
a substantially intact shopfront although the original 
verandas and balconies have been removed. 

Figure 48. This excellent example of a local shop is 
located at the corner of Fred and Summerhill Streets. It 
has retained its original display window configurations 
and cantilevered balcony to the upper level. 



  

Figure 49. Details footpath with narrow grass verge 
and iron palisade fence 

Figure 50. The area includes deep set sandstone 
block kerbing and guttering. 

  

Figure 51.  Detail of street names set into footpath. Figure 52. This hand formed sandstone rockery forms a 
retaining wall to New Canterbury Road and terminates 
the view down Summerhill Street. It is a distinctive local 
element constructed as a relief employment scheme 
during the Great Depression in the 1930s 
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SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUES 
The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area is of historical significance as an area developed from 
a series of subdivisions from the early 1880s to 1898, beginning with the "Lewisham Estate" subdivision 
prior to 1882. 

The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area is of aesthetic significance because it contains a wide 
range of housing typologies (late 19th - early 20th Century) including a range of finely crafted Victorian 
Italianate, Rustic Gothic, Filigree and Regency houses, terraces and villas and later Federation examples 
of the same typologies, including good examples of Federation cottages, terraces and substantial 
Queen Anne houses in Hunter Street at the northern end of the precinct and Toothill Street. Several good 
examples of houses and residential flat buildings from the Inter-War period can also be found. 

The Lewisham Estate Conservation Area is socially significant for providing physical evidence of the late 
19th Century community demonstrated through the prominent location of community facilities at the 
northern end of the area close to New Canterbury Road including the Baptist Church (The Boulevarde) 
and Memorial Scout Hall (The Boulevarde - South end) and 20th Century Great Depression Relief Work 
Programs (the stone wall to Old Canterbury Road). 

The Area is representative of the range of building types and forms available to the community in the 
late 19th to early20th Centuries, including the detached villa, mansion and cottage, semi-detached and 
terrace house. 
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KEY PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1880 – 1940 
The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area demonstrates heritage values that satisfy the NSW 
Heritage Council’s Criteria for listing as a locally significant heritage conservation area. These values 
can be seen in the area in many ways, including: 

 

Heritage Council 
Guideline for 
Inclusion satisfied 

H.Cl. 

Crit. 

Heritage value How the value can be seen in the area today 

The Area 
demonstrates 
overlays of the 
continual pattern of 
human use and 
occupation 

A The Lewisham Heritage 
Conservation Area 
demonstrates the 
pattern of development 
in the Council area from 
early land grants to 
densely settled urban 
landscape. 

- The streetscapes demonstrate the pattern and 
growth of the housing styles and typologies in 
the 

Marrickville area and Sydney during the late 19th 

and early 20th Century. 

- Through the range of substantially intact high 
style and modest dwellings that demonstrate the 
different phases of development and options for 

housing available in the 19th Century. 

The area is 
associated with a 
significant activity 
or historical phase 
(subdivision and 
development) 

A The pattern of 
subdivision has 
responded to the 
incremental release of 
land for development 

- The original grants in this area were purchased 
and amalgamated into the substantial Petersham 
Estate which at its largest occupied approximately 
2500 acres.  The area of the Lewisham Estate was 
originally reserved as a hunting ground and later 
used for farming, although the evidence of these 
earlier phases of development have been 
overwritten by the current phase of development. 

- Major development within the area commenced 
with the construction of Lewisham Station in the 
mid-1880s and continued through successive 
releases of land over the next ten years, although 
sale and development continued until the Inter-
War period. 

- The patterns of development within the area have 
been regular with little evidence of speculative re-
subdivision by later land owners. 
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Heritage Council 
Guideline for 
Inclusion satisfied 

H.Cl. 

Crit. 

Heritage value How the value can be seen in the area today 

The area is A It demonstrates the - The Area contains a wide range of housing 
typologies, including many examples of the 
‘urban’ terrace form being detached and set 
within a garden block. 

associated with a  transition in housing 
significant activity  forms in Marrickville 
or historical phase  from the urban terrace 
(subdivision and 
development) 

 to the suburban detached 
house in a garden setting. 

The area G It demonstrates the - The area provides valuable evidence of the 
range of building types and 
forms available to the community in the late 

19th/early20th Centuries, including the detached 
villa, mansion and cottage, semi-detached and 

terrace house. 

- Through the rich variety of built forms, each of 
which is representative of the cultural needs and 
aspirations of the community that built and 
occupied them; including: 

- Early development: 

- Substantial Victorian Villas grouped into 
imposing streetscapes 

- Substantial two storey Victorian terraces intended 
for the affluent middle classes grouped into 
imposing streetscapes 

- Small detached Victorian villa groups 

- Victorian period vernacular terraces and 
cottages 

- More modest terraces – 1 and 2 storey 

- Federation period large houses; terraces, 
bungalows and cottages 

- Substantial Federation houses 

- Inter-War bungalows and residential flat buildings 

- Later infill development: 

- Houses 

- Cultural layering 

- Post-War austerity 

- Post-War migration (minor) 

- Gentrification 

demonstrates the  principal characteristics 
principal  of the development of 
characteristics of a  the Marrickville Council 
class of  area from rural to 
Marrickville’s  suburban cultural 
cultural places  landscape 
(residential)   
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Heritage Council 
Guideline for 
Inclusion satisfied 

H.Cl. 

Crit. 

Heritage value How the value can be seen in the area today 

The area G It demonstrates the 
- The area also provides physical evidence of the 

social and cultural values of the late 19th century 
community demonstrated through the prominent 
location of community facilities at the northern 
and southern ends of the area. 

- Baptist Church and Hall (The Boulevarde-
northern end) 

- Memorial Scout Hall (the Boulevarde – Southern 
end) 

demonstrates the  principal characteristics 
principal  of the development of 
characteristics of a  the Marrickville Council 
class of  area from rural to sub 
Marrickville’s  rban cultural landscape 
cultural places   
(community)   

The area G It demonstrates the - Group of retail shops clustered near Lewisham 
Station – include original detailing and form, 
including shopfronts and upper level arched 
doorways (originally to verandahs) (at the time of 
inspection the status of the most intact of the 
group (8A Victoria Street) was difficult to 
determine due to cladding to upper level being 
removed) 

- Several corner shops survive, including the very 
good example with original display windows etc 
(listed as a local heritage item) at the corner of 
Fred and Summer Hill Streets. 

demonstrates the  principal characteristics 
principal  of the development of 
characteristics of a  the Marrickville Council 
class of  area from an early 
Marrickville’s  Estate to urban cultural 
cultural places  landscape 
(commercial)   

The area G It demonstrates the 
- The streetscapes within the area are characterised 

by the quality of both the built forms and the public 
domain elements, including high quality street tree 
planting to The Boulevarde and Victoria Street 
(Brush Box and other species). 

- Street tree planting in parts of the Area is 
representative of that found throughout the 
Marrickville local government area and consists 
mainly of native species.  Some have matured into 
impressive individual specimens. 

- Sandstone kerbing, guttering and box drains 

- Sandstone rockery wall to support Old Canterbury 
Road at the termination of 

demonstrates the  principal characteristics 
principal  of the development of 
characteristics of a  the Marrickville Council 
class of  area from an early 
Marrickville’s  Estate to a suburban 
cultural places  cultural landscape and 
(public domain)  contains high quality 

  streetscapes and public 

  domain elements 
The area has 
attributes typical of 

 representative of civic 
management and 

the particular  improvement programs. 
philosophy and   
design of   
Marrickville Council   
(and its   
predecessors)   
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Heritage Council 
Guideline for 
Inclusion satisfied 

H.Cl. 

Crit. 

Heritage value How the value can be seen in the area today 

   Summer Hill Street – an intricate construction that 
contributes to the unique qualities and heritage 
values of this area. 

Is important in 
demonstrating 
aesthetic 
characteristics and/ 
or a high degree of 
creative or 
technical 
achievement in the 
Marrickville area. 

C It contains many 
buildings and elements 
of individual and group 
aesthetic value 

- The individual and group contributory values of 
the buildings in this area are high, with many very 
good individual examples of their architectural 
style. 

- Most houses are situated on suburban-
proportioned lots and allow for substantial 
garden plantings that add to the composition of 
the streetscape. 

- In some examples the garden dominates the 
house in the street view. 

- The aesthetic qualities of the streetscape are also 
enhanced by the street tree plantings of Brush 
Box and other Avenue-planting trees. 

- The Memorial Scout Hall and the Church and Hall 
group each contribute highly to the aesthetic 
values of their setting. The Scout Hall in particular 
terminates the view south along The Boulevarde. 

- A proportion of individual properties within the 
area have been layered, including through the 
rendering, replacement of windows, loss of original 
detail and other changes of this type but the 
prevailing qualities of the streetscape and its 
ability to continue to demonstrate the principles of 
early 19th-century housing remain readily 
interpretable in the contemporary landscape. 

The area contains 
groups and 
streetscapes which 
collectively 
illustrate 
representative 
types of 
Marrickville’s 
cultural landscape. 

G 
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Defining The Extent of the Heritage Conservation Area 
The boundaries of the heritage conservation area reflect the identified heritage values of the area and 
the ability of the fabric of the houses and streetscapes to demonstrate these values. They recognise the 
impact that the changing role and character of the land uses and buildings have had on the layer of 
development from the significant era of development (1880-1940). 

The heritage values focus on the two main streets – Victoria Street and The Boulevarde because of the 
quality of their built forms and their streetscapes. Other streets were included where they were able to 
demonstrate or contribute to the identified values. 

Elements That Contribute to the Heritage Significance of the Area 
The table above outlined the ways in which the heritage significance of the Lewisham Estate Heritage 
Conservation Area are expressed through the contemporary cultural landscape. 

The relevant planning controls to conserve the evidence of the area’s heritage significance are 
contained in the Mixed Residential Streetscapes section of the DCP (see the DCP for details). 

The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area also contains many details, or fine-grained elements 
that are found throughout the area on buildings of different styles and types that contribute to the 
integrity and heritage significance of the area. The elements are not found on all buildings; but if they 
are present, they need to be retained in any new development. Further details about how to protect 
these details and incorporate them in new development can be found in the detailed DCP sheets. 

Subdivision and Public Domain Elements: 

• Regular subdivision patterns 

• Open character to the streetscape due to wide streets, footpaths, large lot sizes and generous 
suburban scaled building setbacks 

• Brush Box and other formal street tree planting – at maturity and density to form a good 
avenue/act as street wall 

• Sandstone block kerbing and guttering 

Elements that Contribute to the Consistency of the Streetscape (visible from the public 
domain): 

• Prevailing low-density character due to large lot sizes and garden spaces in front of buildings 

• Mixture of single and two-storey buildings 

• Good groups of substantially intact Late Victorian and Federation villas, houses, bungalows, 
semi-detached cottages and terraces 

• Individual properties of high aesthetic value 

− Building forms appropriate to architectural type 

− High quality detailing to front elevation 

− Increasing simplification of scale and detailing towards rear – including window size, detail 
and proportion 

• High proportion of intact or substantially intact built elements 

− Consistency of form and detailing to intact and substantially intact original dwellings and 
streetscapes 
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− Any additions visible from the public domain that are of a minor scale, respect original built 
form and are unobtrusive in the context of the streetscape 

• Building heights appropriate to typology and period of construction 

− Original development is a mixture of one and two storey depending on the conventions of 
the architectural style 

• Detailing and finishes appropriate to typology and period of construction 

− Window openings appropriate for architectural style 

− Timber framed windows 

− Complex timber joinery windows to main bay of front elevation (Federation) 

− Use of appropriate colour schemes for detailing 

• Roof forms appropriate to typology and period of construction 

− Prominence of Federation (tall and narrow) chimneys in roofscape views 

− Lack of major alterations to roof form and volumes 

− Slate roofs 

− Unglazed or low glazed dark red terracotta tile roofs 

• Fences appropriate to typology and period of principal building 

− Original Iron Palisade fences 

− Original low face-brick (not rendered or painted) walls 

• Lack of car parking infrastructure accessed from the primary street frontage 

• Garden plantings in front of dwellings 

Elements that Contribute to the Integrity of the Overall Pattern of Development in the Area (not 
necessarily visible from the street) 

• Footprints of additions to the rear respect the traditional pattern of development (including 
service wing/pavilion/recessive scale) 
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ELEMENTS THAT DETRACT FROM THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AREA 

The Lewisham Estate Heritage Conservation Area and extension were developed during the 
Late Victorian-Federation period, and many properties have undergone some changes and 
alterations over the years since it was first settled. Some of these contribute to the cumulative 
heritage significance of the areas, but others do not because they are of an irreversible nature 
or result in changes to the visual quality or original fabric that destroys, overwrites or otherwise 
confuses the identified values of the area.  These include: 

• Alterations to roof forms, including poorly sited and proportioned dormer windows and 
lifted ridgelines. 

• Removal of original detailing 

• Painting rendering etc (including to unpainted face brick in Federation-period 
buildings) 

• Alteration to fenestration patterns (including reconfiguration/re-orientation of vertical 
openings to horizontal) 

• Removal/replacement of timber windows with aluminium 

• Application of conjectural detailing to new work 

• Historically inappropriate fence design and details not relevant to building typology 
and/or incongruous/visually intrusive in streetscape views 

• Visually intrusive security measures (eg security bars painted a light colour, roller 
shutters to windows and enclosing grilles to verandahs) 

• Replacement fences of type or form inappropriate to building typology and/or 
intrusive on aesthetic value of streetscape 

• High/solid front fences and walls 

 


