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C35 Parramatta Road 

Heritage Conservation Area 
Landform 
Parramatta Road was one of the earliest main roads in the Colony and since that time has continued 
to be a major thoroughfare. The road was originally lined by significant Estates. It became a retail 
focus by the mid to late nineteenth Century, with many shops built during this period.  

The Parramatta Road commercial corridor has provided continuous retail and commercial services 
for over one hundred and twenty years. Although retail use along Parramatta Road continues to 
operate, much of the retail has moved to other shopping malls and smaller suburban shopping 
precincts. The area is well-served by public transport with limited car parking along the Parramatta 
Road corridor. The high levels of traffic noise and pollution have impacted negatively on the 
desirability of commercial premises.   

 

 
Figure 1. Annandale Heritage Conservation Area Map 
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History  
This conservation area comprises parts of three original land grants: 290 acres granted in 1799 to 
George Johnston, a marine officer of the First Fleet; 16 acres granted to Martha Margaret Moore in 1810; 
and a grant of 100 acres on 8 January 1794 to John Thomas Prentice, a lieutenant and later captain in 
the NSW Corps. These land grants were subdivided progressively into smaller parts and then sold as 
part of the Annandale, Elswick, Hay Hill and Redmond Estates in the 1870s and 1880s.  

Between 1789 and 1791, Parramatta Road began as a convict made bush track connecting the 
settlements of Parramatta and Sydney. In 1797, the “road to Parramatta” was laid out under the 
direction of the Surveyor-General, Augustus Alt, to make it suitable for carriages. By the early 
nineteenth century, Parramatta Road was the principal thoroughfare for the colony. The constant 
stream of people and goods passing back and forth led to the establishment of hotels at various 
points along the route, for travellers and settlers.   

A commercial precinct initially developed in the vicinity of Balmain Road, where Abraham Hearn 
opened his “Australian Inn” in 1833. Only Annandale House, erected in 1799, pre-dates the inn (later 
renamed Bald Faced Stag). Other early houses in the vicinity of Parramatta Road include Elswick House 
and Annan Grove. The small settlement at Petersham Hill came to be known as Taverners Hill after 
William Taverner, a publican on the Parramatta Road who operated from the 1840s at more than one 
location along the road.  

Following the opening of the Sydney to Parramatta Railway, Parramatta Road declined in importance 
as a long distance transport route. Nonetheless, it remained one of the major arterial roads in Sydney 
and provided a robust commercial environment. Increasing suburbanisation of the Leichhardt / 
Petersham district resulted in the opening of shops and businesses to serve the needs of locals – food, 
goods and services within walking distance of their homes. In the 1880s, a large number of two-storey 
brick shops with dwellings attached were erected in Parramatta Road, coinciding with intense building 
activity across the Leichhardt and Annandale municipalities in the boom period.  

By 1912, the Parramatta Road shopping area boasted “hundreds of establishments of all descriptions – 
drapers, grocers, butchers, bakers, fruiterers, shoe stores, etc, supplying the needs of a population 
numbering 75,000 persons in the suburbs of Petersham, Annandale and Leichhardt, as well as the 
residents of Haberfield, Abbotsford, Lewisham and Summer Hill, who do their weekend shopping there”.  

Sporadic redevelopment occurred within the area in the 1930s in conjunction with the newly renamed 
“Westgate Shopping Centre” and the installation in 1936 of footpath floodlighting along more than a 
mile stretch of Parramatta Road (“White Way”). Pubs were rebuilt and redesigned in the Inter-War 
period in response to liquor laws, and included the Bald Faced Stag, Imperial, Empire and Annandale 
Hotels which occupy major intersections along the Parramatta Road corridor.  

The shopping centre underwent a transformation in the 1960s with the wave of Italian settlement in 
Leichhardt. Italians established a wide variety of small businesses within the area including fruit and 
vegetable stores, butchers, grocers, delicatessens, restaurants, real estate agencies, barbers, 
hairdressers, travel agents, bootmakers and cake shops.   

The dominance of the motor car has had the single most dramatic impact on the cultural and 
commercial landscape of the conservation area. Heavy traffic and inadequate street parking have 
reduced the amenity and popularity of the area. Regional shopping malls incorporating car parking 
facilities have undermined the viability of strip shopping.  

Sources:  

“Thematic History: Norton Street Corridor”, prepared by NBRS+PARTNERS for Leichhardt Council (Draft 
Revision 2, January 2016 
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Significant Characteristics 

Commercial 

• An established built form character along the Parramatta Road Corridor, associated with 19th 
century, two-storey shop-top housing with heritage facades, awnings over the footpath and no 
setbacks from the Parramatta Road property boundary. 

• Most buildings along Parramatta Road are built to the street boundary, generally two-storey with 
some single-storey, and characterised by ornate parapet features, providing a variety of 
silhouettes and profiles. The strong street wall character and parapets provide a prominent 
feature within the Parramatta Road conservation area. The height of contributory items provides 
a consistent scale. 

• Commercial development along Parramatta Road is represented through the diversity of shop 
types, representative of the cultural and community needs, including: 

o Early development; 

o Pairs, groups and runs of two storey commercial premises from the Victorian and 
Federation periods - with shops at ground level and residential or commercial business on 
the upper level; 

o Later infill development; 

o Pairs, groups and runs of two storey infill commercial premises from the Inter-War and 
post-war periods with shops at ground level and residential or commercial business on the 
upper level; and 

o Major infill development including retail, commercial and some residential land uses with 
underground car parking. 

• Outline of subdivisions, size and aspect of allotments, determined route of main roads. 

• Few original shopfronts have survived. Much of the value of this area is not derived from the 
architectural quality of individual buildings or their contributory value to the streetscape, but its 
historic role as one of a major 19th and early 20th Century commercial area lining one of 
Sydney’s most important transport corridors. 

• Continuous lines of buildings create sharply defined lineal spaces. 

• Uninterrupted commercial buildings with attached dwellings along Parramatta Road, with 
parapets and balconies or suspended awnings and some original shopfronts. 

Residential 

• Intact examples of Victorian Italianate boom period villas are located at the intersection of 
Johnston and Albion Streets, Annandale. 

• Variety of residential buildings, dating from the 1880s to the 1930s including single- and double-
fronted freestanding, semi-detached and terrace houses and pre-World War II flats from one- to 
three-storeys. 

• Close relationship between the layout of the main commercial corridor and arterial roadway of 
Parramatta Road and Albion Lane, the service laneway to the north, separating the commercial 
precinct from the residential estates. 

• A collection of notable public houses that reflect some of the historic staging posts on the early 
main western land route into the colony. 
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• Important corner buildings such as the Goodman’s Building and Empire Hotel that mark the 
gateway to Annandale’s main arterial road. 

• Streets, buildings and setbacks diminish in size towards the creeklines, including Johnston’s 
Creek to the east and White’s Creek to the west. 

• Industrial buildings occur randomly with some located in streets within the block off Parramatta 
Road and act as buffers between commercial corridor and residential subdivisions. 

• Occasional remnants of corner shops along Albion Street (no longer operating). 

• Skyline of chimneys, decorative firewall dividers on terraces, ridge cappings and finials. 

• Wealth of decorative elements – iron fences, coloured tiles in paths, steps and verandahs, 
plaster moulding finishes above door and window openings, coloured glass, chimneys, verandah 
awnings. 

• Walls of rendered brick (1870s and 1880s), and dry pressed face brick (available from c1890s). 

• Roof cladding of terracotta tiles, slate, and some iron, particularly on verandahs. 

• Small front gardens around Albion Street and other secondary streets. 

• Street planting in road reserve along wider streets and related to width of streets – in particular, 
plantings along Annandale Street. 

• Iron palisade fences on low sandstone plinths. 

• Weatherboard cottages are rare. 

• Continuous kerbs and gutters – many of sandstone. 

 

Statement of Significance or Why the Area is Important 
• The Parramatta Road corridor, a mix of commercial / retail, factory /warehouse and residential 

development, has historical significance for its ability to demonstrate the changes in retail and 
commercial development along Sydney’s oldest and most important transport route. 

• Shops, commercial buildings and factory warehouses from major periods survive along the 
Parramatta Road corridor and contribute to the historic, aesthetic, and social values of the 
conservation area. 

• Residential development, generally located away from the main arterial roadways, characterise 
the emerging suburbs. 

• Parramatta Road Commercial corridor contains a variety of retail and commercial built forms. 

• The built form provides evidence of the final subdivision pattern of the historic estates of Elswick, 
Hay Hill, Wheeler and McNamara, Redmond, North Annandale and Camperdown in the late 
nineteenth century as well as evidence of the effect of road widening on the built environment. 

• Dating from the 1880s through to the beginning of World War II, the character and quality of 
buildings along the Parramatta Road commercial strip varies from high-quality to ordinary. Much 
of the heritage value is derived from its historic role as one of a major 19th and early 20th Century 
commercial areas lining one of Sydney’s most important transport corridors. 

• The Parramatta Road commercial corridor is historically significant for its ability to demonstrate 
changes along one of Sydney’s major arterial roads and the ability to adapt to changing 
conditions and commercial needs. 
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• The collection of relatively intact facades above ground floor level, and the remaining primary 
intact forms, along the northern side of the road have aesthetic significance as an example of a 
commercial, predominantly late Victorian era main street that as a group forms a strong, 
continuous streetscape wall to Parramatta Road. 

• Good examples of historic corner buildings include the Goodman’s Building and Empire Hotel 
that mark the gateway to Annandale’s main arterial road. 

• The Parramatta Road commercial corridor contains a collection of notable public houses with 
historic and aesthetic significant for their ability to reflect in part some of the historic staging 
posts on the early main western land route into the colony and the development of the 
architectural styles of public houses in Sydney. 

• The factories and warehouses are located in close proximity to the Parramatta Road corridor. 
Warehouse buildings date from the Federation and Inter-War periods, the robust character of 
this precinct contrasts with the finer-grain character of the commercial and residential 
buildings. 

• A distinctive pattern of rear lanes used as loading docks form part of the character of the area. 

• Residential development comprises intact examples of Late-Victorian boom period suburbs with 
rich architectural details enhanced by some verandah, balcony and awning reinstatement. 
Residences include a variety of two-storey and single-storey dwellings, single and double-
fronted free-standing, semi-detached and terrace groups, dating from between 1871 and 1891 
generally built in brick. There are pockets of infill flats (from one to three storeys) and bungalows 
that pre-date the Second World War. 

• Victorian Italianate boom period villas with intact decorative detailing are generally located 
within Albion Street in close proximity to Johnston Street. Other residences range from small-
scale workers cottages to larger dwellings. Corner stores are generally remnants. 

• Street planting in road reserve of wider streets – in particular, plantings along Annandale Street. 

 

Management of Heritage Values 

Generally 

This is a conservation area. Buildings which do not contribute to the heritage significance of the area 
may be replaced with sympathetically designed infill. 

Retain  

• All pre-1939 buildings and structures because they are important to understanding the history of 
the growth of this commercial and residential corridor. 

• The historic character and quality of pre-1939 buildings along the Parramatta Road commercial 
strip. While the quality of buildings varies, ensure facades are maintained, cleaned, and painted. 

• Remaining original shopfronts along Parramatta Road commercial corridor. Where possible, 
replace any later addition shopfronts that are unsympathetic to the heritage facade above the 
awning. 

• Pedestrian traffic along the commercial strip and street fronts by encourage occupancy of 
shops along Parramatta Road. 

• Original plastered walls (generally belonging to pre-1890s buildings). 

• Original dry-pressed face brick walls (generally belonging to post-1890s buildings). 
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• All original architectural details. 

• Original iron palisade fences. 

• Lanes in their early configuration. 

• All sandstone kerbs and gutters uninterrupted by vehicular access. 

• Green garden space to residential buildings, their rarity adds to their significance. 

• Weatherboard buildings, their rarity adds to their significance. 

 

Avoid 

• Over-sized and unsympathetic signage on shopfronts and upper levels that detract from the 
heritage character of the building facades and diminishes the quality of the streetscape. 

• Amalgamation of allotments on re-development sites unless these will enhance the heritage 
values of the conservation area. 

• Infill commercial / residential development that does not respect the heritage character of the 
conservation area. 


