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Name of Building:

Former Name: Stanton Building

Owner:

Lessee/s: Current Use/s: 1: Laundromat; 3:

Restaurant; 5: Optometrist
Date of Construction: 1889 Architect: Ellis & Builder: P.J. O'Connell,
Slatyer Paddington

History: Richard Stanton, estate agent, purchased this site, which was vacant land, in 1888. The
architects Ellis & Slatyer invited tenders for the erection of the building in January 1889. According to
the Ashfield Council Rate Book, it was completed by 1890.

References: Ashfield Municipal Council Rate Books.
Sydney Morning Herald, 1st January 1889.
Builders' & Contractors’' News, 1889.
Research by Nora Peek.

Description: Above the awning the stucco facade is an ebullient parapeted composition in the Late
Victorian Free Classical style. There are five bays, of unequal widths, marked by splayed pilasters. Over
the centre bays the parapet sweeps up to a roof monitor in which there are two decorated circular openings
with imbricated louvres, and this is surmounted by a scrolled segmental pediment. There is a centre
pilaster which extends upwards and supports a lion on a pedestal bearing a shield on which is the letter
"S". The north bay has a curious attic tower which, because of the setback of the adjoining hotel building,
reads as a return bay of the facade. The first floor openings have French windows with large toplights,
moulded architraves and decorative pediments. The centre window was originally a splayed and roofed
oriel. Below the awning only the shopfront of No. 1 retains the location of its splayed entry.

Modifications: The top of the north "tower" has been removed, although its original detail is evident on
surviving Stanton and Co. letterheads. The centre first floor window oriel has been removed. All
shopfronts have been altered, though the form and some of the detail of No. 1 survive. No. 3 originally
had a central splayed entry and No. 5 was similar to No. 1. The footpath awning was originally
supported on cast iron posts at the kerb line, with cast iron brackets, a timber fascia and, above that,
upstanding advertising hoardings.
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Contribution Appropriate Compatible Harmonious Compatible  Existing Existing
To Streetscape:  Scale/mass Form/shape Style Materials Colour  Shop
Scheme Fronts
1 1 1 1 4 3

1= Excellent 2= Good 3= Fair 4= Poor 5= Disruptive
Heritage Listings LEP NT AHC Heritage Other
Study
Yes

Statement of Significance:

* A commerecial suite of occupancies associated with one of Ashfield's most notable
emrcprencurs.

* An exuberant and very good example of urban Free Classical architecture.

* Prominent because of its scale, location and effusive facade embellishment.

Recommendations For Conservation Action:

(a) Immediate:
1. Implement an appropriate paint colour scheme above awning level.
2. Add a fascia to each occupancy so as to match the footpath awning.
3. Erect a unifying hoarding above the fascia to carry new signage.

(b) Medium Term:
1. Reinstate original shopfronts, or design a more appropriate and matching set.
2. Reinstate the form of the first-floor window of No. 3.

(c) Long Term:
Research the nature of the missing element of the "tower" and reinstate the original form.

Desirable Planning Objectives: Reinstate the streetscape character of the posted footpath verandah.

Additional Comments: The significance of this building is regarded as substantial enough to warrant a
detailed investigation of its original or early colour scheme with a view to replicating authentic colours if
that is possible.
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Photograph taken by | Roll No. 92-065-4 Neg No. Frame No. 24
Robert Irving
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