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Introduction

This guide will help you trace the history of your family in Australia and in the Inner West Council
area.

The Family History Collection consists of birth, death and marriage records for all Australian
States, as well as cemetery registers, electoral rolls, probate indexes, shipping records,
handbooks and directories. You can research your family tree with free access to ancestry
databases in the library.

The research steps outlined in this guide can be carried out at the Inner West Council Libraries.
The guide also lists additional resources that can be researched, depending on the type of
information required. Researching your history requires you to piece together a puzzle and be an
investigator, it is not a quick process so be prepared to dig.

Family History Research Sessions

Individuals can work at their own pace in researching their family history, ancestors and
genealogical goals. The group has been going strong for over 15 years and is a space to help
each other by way of discussions, knowledge, and skill sharing.

Our Community History staff member is also available during these sessions to guide and help
with tracing your genealogy / family history.

It runs February to November, second Tuesday of the month, 10am-12pm.

All are welcome to join. It is preferrable to be computer literate, have an inner west library
account, able to search the web and have an active email address. You will also need to bring
your work and have knowledge or records of dates and events of your ancestors like birth,
marriage, and death. We will have laptops, but you can also bring your own laptop or device.

Specialist staff are available to assist with research enquiries at these locations:

Ashfield Library
Level 3, Ashfield Civic Centre, 260 Liverpool Road, Ashfield
Phone: 9392 5108

Balmain Library
370 Darling Street, Balmain
Phone: 9367 9211

Leichhardt Library
Piazza Level, Italian Forum, 23 Norton Street, Leichhardt
Phone: 9367 9266

Marrickville Library
Patyegarang Place, 313 Marrickville Road, Marrickville
Phone: 9392 5226

Contact our team for any enquiries; history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au
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Key documents that can be found in Australian Sites

Family History Research Guide | National Library of Australia (NLA)

e Trove and History Newspapers — Newsletters On Births, Deaths And Marriage, House
History.

e Inner West Records — House Histories, Photos, Schools

e My Heritage and Ancestry — Family Trees, Photos, Stories, Documents

e City Of Sydney And State Library NSW — Documents, Images

e National Archives — Migration and Immigration Records, War Records, Images, Citizenship

e War Sites — Service Records

e Probate Packets State Archives — The Will and Full Belongings of a Person, Itemised List
of Their Belongings at Their Residence (Viewable in Person at the Archives)

e Property Records For Family Members - NSW Land Registry — Certificate Of Titles, State
Library Of NSW, Subdivision Plans and Maps, Naa.Gov.Au,

e SDT Explorer - Aerial Images of Sydney from 1943 - 2005

e Reserve Bank of Australia Unreserved — Photos, Company and Personnel Records

e Sand Directories - Renters and Job Titles

Tips and Notes

Ancestry — Library members have access to more than 1.5 billion names in over 4,000 databases.
Includes records from US census, military, court, land and probate, church records, passenger
lists. Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 are now available online.

MyHeritage Library Edition™ — One of the largest, most internationally diverse genealogy
databases of its kind in the world. It includes billions of historical documents from more than 48
countries, millions of historical photos, public records, indexes and additional resources.

The Australian Newspapers Collection — Search two of the most influential Australian newspaper:
The Age (1854-2000) and the Sydney Morning Herald (1831-2000).

State Library of NSW has a comprehensive range of historical newspapers printed in Britain.

Gather information from relatives

Speak to family members - they might also have copies of records.

Don't believe everything you read and hear

It's possible that the event occurred at a different place, time or didn't happen at all. For example,
not all children were baptised and not all people who lived together were married.

Try widening your search to include earlier or later years or by entering less information in the
search. Search other indexes from different areas including other states and countries and
registers from nearby parishes. Look also at records that include births and deaths at sea.


https://www.library.gov.au/research/family-history/family-history-research-guide
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fhnpaustraliancollection%3Faccountid%3D189075%26parentSessionId%3D5jpiqQrxpfNUP9K16tNtxosMOFW3hU89WO5To1BmBt4%253D&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C5e90a5ab44b7482d993408dc335efa15%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638441730428652530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dAbg5SxpW88qvljmnfWOBSVtO4kwi18JlSYwe4DbrZg%3D&reserved=0
https://innerwest.spydus.com/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/OPAC/HISTORY?HOMEPRMS=UD_History
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/explore/libraries/e-library/family-history
https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/SearchScreens/BasicSearch.aspx
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/understanding-the-memorials-collection/researching-a-person
https://mhnsw.au/guides/probate-packets-wills-guide/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.nswlrs.com.au%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fsix%2Fhome%2F!ut%2Fp%2Fz1%2F04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8ziLQMMLQydLIy8DAwtLAwcvQOdTIKM3AwN3M30wwkpiAJKG-AAjgZA_VFgJc7ujh4m5j5AQRMLIwNPFycPF3NLXwMDTzOoAjxmFORGGGQ6KioCAFRqNvU!%2Fdz%2Fd5%2FL2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575725583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yiz8mf%2BLYLBLvRv6nOgVaxWJNlZcoc2ACJeGSyrm8%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhlrv.nswlrs.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575749621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=du7Qn3pPvt1dpIZoxHKIcuOUQsg2TRRChHdHcTdfttI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sl.nsw.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575810010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjYPgzdeYYa%2F1fDkL8W61tdJy%2BxjVBsITnhE2MQbELI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sl.nsw.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575810010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjYPgzdeYYa%2F1fDkL8W61tdJy%2BxjVBsITnhE2MQbELI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sl.nsw.gov.au%2Fresearch-and-collections%2Fsignificant-collections%2Fsubdivision-plans&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575825521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h4fkTkhgXLZ3pVg6PEgF%2B2VoviETsdP7B5whYX7Y6d8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguides.sl.nsw.gov.au%2Fmaps&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575841047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FBst2ZnrnhQ%2FMnrBlU9IkbiuALS1TOtI6mpYA1OC5c%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naa.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575856246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cU9BVRXV%2FdmEqcT6Rh9thu0hWDcm5HjMhP757zrIOKs%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/explorer/index.html
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funreserved.rba.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575906544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UfiSVV4q9HrrAzjIXhMe%2F4UcbTOJ%2FdZ%2BXnH8AIA3RUg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au%2Fnodes%2Fview%2F495003&data=05%7C02%7Cholly.millward%40innerwest.nsw.gov.au%7C0472d95c45c345db79c908dd966ee6c7%7C90217c2436c74569a52e3273d8a0b460%7C0%7C0%7C638832125575922162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B4grp0oNQZmTaMspkKHC0QOvaqrcVfabNv5F5YRS724%3D&reserved=0

Maybe the event was never registered
Events weren't always registered.

There are various reasons why, such as the family lived far from town or the clergy didn't bring
their register and instead made rough notes to be written up later (this especially happened in rural
areas). The event may have been accidentally left off the index, or the register could have been
lost or destroyed.

Catholic?

The Catholic Church registers do not begin until 1820 and it wasn't until 1834 that they were
officially allowed to record baptisms, marriages and burials.

Before this time many Catholics chose not to marry or had their children baptised into another
denomination.

Spelling variations

Your ancestor’s first or last name may not be spelt the same on all records for their birth, marriage
or death. The spelling of their name may have changed over the years or they may have changed
it. The spelling may also be different from other family members.

Don't forget to take into account pronunciation at the time of registration as well as 19th century
literacy levels.

Search for all spelling variations as well as possible nicknames. Try wildcards and truncation
when searching online.

Mistakes may have happened when the handwritten records were transcribed and indexed. Check
the name from the index against the record.

Electoral Rolls
Electoral rolls list people who are registered and eligible to vote at federal, state, territory and local
government elections and referenda.

Australian electoral rolls contain the following details on each registered voter:
e Name

o address
« occupation (omitted after 1983)
e gender

Electoral rolls research guide | National Library of Australia (NLA)

1902: The Commonwealth Franchise Act granted voting rights to most men and women over
21, excluding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Voting rights for women in state
elections varied.

1911: Compulsory enrolment introduced.

1962: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people gained the right to vote in Commonwealth
elections. Enrolment was voluntary, but voting became compulsory once enrolled.

1984: Compulsory enrolment and voting extended to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people.


https://www.library.gov.au/research/family-history/electoral-rolls-research-guide

If you're looking for details of your ancestors’ landholdings or movements, there are three types of
maps that will be useful to your research.

Squatting or pastoral maps

When European settlement began in Australia, land administration followed the British system of
‘Old Title’ where information about each parcel of land was held against the name of the owner of
the title.

Names and the extent of these early allotments may be found on early squatting or pastoral
maps held by us and most state libraries.

Grants and deeds to Old Title system allotments are held by the relevant state lands departments,
land title office or state archives.

Parish, town and county maps

In the 1860s, the Old Title system was replaced by ‘Torrens Title'. Torrens Title is a system of
recording title information against the parcel of land itself.

New South Wales (and other colonies) were divided into counties and civil parishes. Parish and
county maps, together with village and town surveys, form the basis of land administration. They
contain the basic references required to identify the original owner of a parcel of land from the
commencement of Torrens Title, and to search for subsequent owners.

Real estate or sales plans

Real estate or sales plans were used by real estate companies to advertise land sales and contain
evidence of prices paid, boundaries, road changes, land use, social change and types of
ownership.

Background tips

Civil registration of births, deaths and marriages in the Colony of New South Wales commenced in
1856. Prior to this date, baptisms, marriages and burials were recorded in church registers.

The New South Wales civil registration system also included the following areas when under New
South Wales administration:

« Federal Capital Territory/Australian Capital Territory
o Northern Territory
e Queensland

NSW Births, Deaths & Marriages Registers, 1787-1856

The NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages provide free, searchable, online indexes to:
o Births/baptisms 1788 - 100 years ago
o Marriages 1788 - 50 years ago
o Deaths/burials 1788 - 30 years ago


https://www.library.gov.au/node/1874
https://www.library.gov.au/node/1874
https://www.library.gov.au/node/1875
https://www.library.gov.au/node/1875
https://www.library.gov.au/node/1876
https://mhnsw.au/guides/births-deaths-and-marriages-registers-1787-1856/

Information on burials can be found in a variety of sources, including:
 burial certificates
o church registers
o civil death certificates
« council and private cemetery registers/records
» funeral director or undertaker records
« monumental inscriptions (listings of grave markers, memorial plaques and monuments)

« newspaper funeral notices.

Probate packets include the last will & testament.
The records are arranged by the date that probate was granted, not by the date of death, and in
some cases it may take a number of years for probate to be granted.

What is probate?

A grant of probate is the authority given by the Supreme Court of NSW to the executor(s) to deal
with a deceased person's estate. The will in the Probate packet is considered by the Court to be
the only legal document.

Is there a probate packet for everyone who died in NSW?

No, not everyone who died in New South Wales has a probate packet.

Depending on the type, size and value of the assets located in New South Wales it may not be
necessary to obtain a grant of probate in New South Wales. There is no statutory requirement to
obtain probate in every case.

Other Important Files Available:
e Deceased estate files, 1880-1959
e Will books, 1800-c.1984
e early probate records, 1790-1875
e Assisted Immigrants Index 1839-1896
e Convicts index 1791-1873
e Census & musters guide 1788-1901
e Insolvency records 1842-87 and bankruptcy records 1888-1928
e |nquests & coronial records guide
e Gold (auriferous) lease registers 1874-1953
e Infirm & destitute asylums guide
e Court of Criminal Jurisdiction guide
e Naturalization index 1834-1903
e Overseas Newspapers | Eresources | State Library of NSW
e Professions & occupations — State Archives have an array of guides for researching
individuals with police, firefighters, nurses, public servants, schools and other jobs.



https://mhnsw.au/indexes/immigration-and-shipping/assisted-immigrants-index/
https://mhnsw.au/indexes/convicts/convicts-index/
https://mhnsw.au/guides/census-musters-guide/
https://mhnsw.au/archive/subjects/bankruptcy-and-insolvency/?filter=indexes
https://mhnsw.au/guides/inquests-coronial-records-guide/
https://mhnsw.au/indexes/goldmining/gold-lease-registers/
https://mhnsw.au/guides/infirm-destitute-asylums-guide/
https://mhnsw.au/guides/court-criminal-jurisdiction/
https://mhnsw.au/indexes/naturalisation-and-citizenship/naturalization-index/
https://eresources.sl.nsw.gov.au/search?subject%5B0%5D=21&_gl=1*vj74qw*_gcl_au*MTMxOTc0NjU5LjE3Njg1MTY5MjQ.*FPAU*MTMxOTc0NjU5LjE3Njg1MTY5MjQ.*_ga*MTAwMjc0MDUxMC4xNzY4NTEwMjQ0*_ga_CYHFMM592Q*czE3NzA1ODQ4OTckbzE1JGcxJHQxNzcwNTg3NDUwJGo1NyRsMCRoMjExMjg0NzAwMg..

Immigration and Migration

Shipping and passenger records | National Library of Australia (NLA)

Estimated arrival date: the earliest known family event found occurring in Australia such as
a marriage or birth is generally a a good clue. Death certificates from some states may also
record how long a person has been in Australia.

The colony or state of arrival: early events for the family in this country are a guide to a
starting point for research, but bear in mind that the traveler may have arrived in another
state or colony and travelled overland to their final residence.

Ancestors’ occupation: a person's means may help you determine whether they might have
paid their own fare.

For Property Searching

Make a list of what you already know about your house including street address (current or
previous), Council ward, nearest intersection, cross street or lane, or house name. Note any
names of adjoining houses, prominent buildings nearby that may be older or similar in age
to the house, or features such as parks.

Take a closer look at your house. Features, details and building materials can help you identify
the architectural style of the house. The house style can help you to broadly date it, if it has
been built in a style popular at a particular time. Check Australian architectural styles or
guides available online or books such as A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture:
styles and terms from 1788 to the present by Richard Apperly, Robert Irving, Peter Reynolds;
photographs by Solomon Mitchell.

Talk to neighbours, former owners or long-term residents in the street. They may know
about former owners or people who lived there. They may even have photos of your house
or of the street.

Gather any papers you have relating to your house such as certificate of land title, deposited
plan (DP) and lot numbers or photos of the house.

Use the Library’s online catalogue to search for photos, surveys and reports about your house
or street. Search for the street name or suburb to locate photos or information.

Information about heritage properties is available on the NSW State Heritage Inventory.
Heritage Studies conducted by the former Ashfield, Leichhardt and Marrickville Councils
can also provide information about some houses. The library holds heritage reports about
some of these properties.

If the house is in Haberfield, look at Tours of Haberfield Past and Present (Parts 1, 2 and 3)
by Vince Crow. These books include information about houses in Haberfield. They are
available at Ashfield and Haberfield Libraries.

Need a Step by Step, explore our house video -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FYnQo_8cj4



https://www.library.gov.au/research/family-history/family-history-research-guide/shipping-and-passenger-records
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FYnQo_8cj4

Our Library Catalogue

We have two pages on the library catalogue for you to access historical information. Our archives
page provides pages of property documents for all the Inner West Council Suburbs. Majority of
material is freely downloadable. Our instructional videos can help assist you in navigating our
pages - https://youtu.be/6FYnQo_8cj4

These records refer to
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A > Archives

Advanced search

Archives

Marrickville, Leichhardt,
. . Councils Show All (9) uick Links
Balmaln' ASherId' [=] [ Q@ Contact the History team

Newtown, St Peters,

i Local History Collection

Leichhardt @ House Research Guides
ydenham, Tempe, i
! < Council > @ Suburb History
Annandale, Haberfield, [ T
Newtown Municipa...  Leichhardt Municip...  Balmain Municipal ... St Peters Municipal. Annandale Municip...  Marr
Pe‘tersham 12 December 1862 - 1... 14 December 1871 - 12... 21 February 1860 - 6 D... 13 February 1871 -1 Ja... Annandale Municipal C... 5 Nov (] Valuation List - Enmore Ward
, ‘

1 February 1894 - 1 Jan...

Camperdown, Stanmore, o
Enmore, Lewisham, Rate Books Showale) B OurHison Videos
DU|W|Ch H|||, L|ny|e|d' :/autfebcoksreccrc information about a property. Rate Books created prior to 1908 are a key source for finding information about property. (I all Community History Collections
Rozelle, Birchgrove,

Ashbury, Croydon,

n D How to Download Our Archive files

Due to the range of file sizes {10mb - 5GB)

loading in browser view can appear slow,
Cro don Pa rk Dobro d Leichhardt Petersham St Peters we recommend downloading the files.
'] [ Council Rate Council Rate

P . ‘t H I ‘t P k < Books Books Books > Images: View Image -> Right click to save

O I n y u r S o ne a r _ _ Documents: Availability by Location ->

. Leichhardt Council ... Marrickville Counci...  Petersham Council .. ~ Camperdown Rate... St Peters Council R..  Balmr Click Access Resaurce
a n d Sul nn Ier H | I | . Leichhardt Municipal €. Marrickville Municipal .. Petersham Municipal C..  Camperdown Municipa.. St Peters Municipal Co..  Balmi
1872 - 1907 1886 - 1921 18721907 18 1871 - 1907 1908

Local History

Council Archives
Please note: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this website may contain

images, voices or names of deceased persons in photographs, film, audio recordings or printed material. & Archives and Property Records

2y Material Take Down Requests

@ History Enquiries - Contact Us
On our Local History ik
page, you can find
images, books, oral
histories, local groups, . ’ I _
objects from the = =2 = ‘ Sast t
archives and much
more all about the Inner
West Area.

Dawn Fraser Baths Historical VR

View VR and Website

Collections

& 3D Objects
89 NSW Curriculum Site Studies
Search the Local History Collection for images, books, maps & plans i communiby s istony cillicions
@ Picture Collection

i : 3 < | History Collection
Local History Collection for Loan Show All (300) b Oral History Collectior

B Our History Videos
Some Local History books are part of our borrowable collection, those marked 'not for loan' are viewable in person at the library

{i  Family History

A& Environment Areas and Groups
@B Urban Imagery

@B Audio Cassette Files

< o) 2 Local Industries
@ History Groups
el passat...  Building Sydney'sh...  Leichhardt:onthe..  Native plantsof th..  The Federation cat..  Australia land of ¢ & -
o Farker, Derec1932: Solling, Max, 1942- Fairley, Alan, 1941- Cuffiey, Peter Associazioni cristiane W Heritage Studies
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Identify the historic Council and Ward your house was in

Houses in the former Marrickville Council area

Use the 1910 Council Ward maps located on the catalogue to work out which of the following your
house was in prior to 1949: Petersham, Marrickville, St Peters, Camperdown or Newtown Councils.

Once you've worked out the historic Council, refer to the Map for the appropriate ward your house
was in. You'll need this information to use the Council Valuation and Rate books.

Houses in the former Leichhardt Council area

Refer to the 1892 Parish of Petersham Maps for Leichhardt and Balmain to identify the ward your
house was in.

Houses in the former Ashfield Council area
Refer to the Parish of Petersham Maps for Ashfield to identify the ward your house was in.
Note: Some street names may have changed since the Parish of Petersham maps were created.

Some main streets or roads are Council or ward boundaries. Some streets are included in several
Councils e.g. Stanmore Road is included in Newtown, Marrickville and Petersham Councils.


https://innerwest.spydus.com/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/RUNSQRY/OPAC/ARCENQ?SQRYIRN=2584954&SORTS=SQL_RANDOM&QRYTEXT=Valuation%2520List%2520books

Search the relevant Council Valuation assessment or Rate books
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1898 - 1899 Petersham Council Rate Book

Valuation assessment, Valuation lists and Rate books record basic information about a property
including: number, lot, section, land dimensions, description of the property, house name,
assessed value and rates due. Property owner details are recorded including name and contact
address. The property occupant’'s name and occupation are sometimes recorded.

Valuation assessment books record the valuation of properties. Rate books record the annual
payment of rates to the Council. Rate books normally contain less information than the Valuation
assessment books. Valuation assessment and Rate books were compiled either annually or
triennially.

Valuation assessment and Rate books are organised chronologically, by ward. Streets are listed
in alphabetical order (e.g. Ashfield and Marrickville Councils) or by geographical area (e.g. St
Peters and Petersham Councils). Properties are listed by property number - odd numbered
properties are listed together and even numbered properties together. Cross streets are also
recorded.

Note: house numbers are not always recorded in the early Valuation assessment or Rate books.
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You can find the Valuation assessment Books, Lists and Rate books on the catalogue

+  Starting with the most recent books, work backwards until you find the dates you are looking
for e.g. when the property description is recorded as Land, or when you reach the year your
relative lived in the house.

+ Record details about the property as you go including owner’'s name, occupant’s name, house
name or change in house number.

Note: Houses were renumbered at various times. There was significant renumbering of
houses throughout Marrickville Council area during the years 1923 to 1925. The old numbers
were crossed out and replaced by the new number. It is important to systematically work
backwards from through the books to ensure you are researching the correct house.

If there is no house number, use the house name, the owner’'s name, names of neighbouring
houses or owners, to locate your house.

Rates & Valuation books and Valuation lists we hold across these years:

+ Annandale Council 1894 - 1920*

+ Ashfield Council 1872 — 1949 Lists (hard copy rate books from 1928)

+ Balmain 1908-1939*

« Camperdown Council 1885 - 1908

+ Leichhardt 1872-1966*

+  Marrickville Council 1886 — 1963 Lists (Books on hard copy to 1980s)
+  Newtown Council 1866 — 1949*

+  Petersham Council 1872 — 1963 Lists (Books on hard copy from 1926)
St Peters Council 1871 — 1963 Lists (books hard copy from 1924)

*Note — only Rates books are held for some Councils. There are no Valuation assessment
books held for the former Annandale, Balmain, Leichhardt or Newtown Councils.

We don't hold every Valuation assessment or Rate book for every Council and ward. Some books
are missing.

Council Valuation assessment books from the mid-1920s to the mid-1980s for the former Ashfield
and Marrickville Councils, are held at the Council Archives. These records are in hard copy. Access
is by appointment only.

To make an appointment, contact the Council Archives history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au


mailto:history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

Troubleshooting

| can’t find the street in the Valuation assessment or Rate books

Check the street existed and hadn’t changed its name. Use the Historical Council ward maps to
confirm.

A list of street name changes in the former Marrickville Council area can be found in the book
Marrickville: Rural Outpost to Inner City by Richard Cashman and Chrys Meader, held in the
library.

If your house is located at an intersection, check if it is listed with the houses on the cross
street

If your house has or had two street frontages, check if it is listed under the other street name

Check adjoining Wards as boundaries may have changed over time

| can’t find my house (or house number)

Check you are looking in the correct Ward. Long streets may appear in more than one ward

House numbers may not be recorded in early Valuation assessment or Rate books.
The property owner’'s name, house name, section and lot number or owners of neighbouring
properties can be used to help identify your house

You may have skipped a year when searching the books and overlooked a transfer of
ownership or renumbering of houses. Retrace your steps. Locate the book recording the house
and work backwards systematically from there.



|
MUNICIPALITY OF ST. PETER'S.

! Valuation of Property in S ermfolin Ward, Jfor Municipal Year, 1884.85,

1884 - 1885 St Peters Council Valuation book

House numbers, the early books may not record street numbers. Street numbers are recorded
for one side of the street at a time. All the odd numbers will be together, and the even numbers
together.

Note — house numbers may change over time. Where house numbers are changed, the old

number is crossed out and replaced by the new number.

Street names are written horizontally or vertically along the left-hand side of the page.

Note — some street names changed over time. A list of street name changes in the former
Marrickville Council area can be found in Marrickville: Rural Outpost to Inner City by Richard
Cashman and Chrys Meader, held in the library

Cross streets and lanes are often noted e.g. Here Unwins Bridge Road
House names were not always recorded. House names may also change over time
Surnames are sometimes spelt differently in different valuation assessment books

Changes of owner are indicated by the original entry being crossed out and the new details
written in

Occupant details are sometimes recorded, mainly in the earlier books

Assessment numbers are given to each property. A property may not have the same
assessment number in successive years

Description of property is usually limited to house, cottage, shop, factory or land. Other
property uses are not usually recorded. Abbreviations are also often used e.g. Bk (brick),
WB (weatherboard), Ctg (cottage). Sometimes the number of rooms is recorded.

Note: Descriptions can vary between assessors.



Building Registers
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1925 Petersham Council Building Register

Building Registers were compiled by Council and record applications submitted to Council for
approval of building works or subdivision of property. The Registers can be used to confirm
construction dates or that works were approved by Council.

Building Registers record applications for:

« Construction of new buildings such as houses, garages or factories
+ Alterations to existing buildings such as conversion of a house to flats
+ Subdivision of land

The Building Registers usually contain the following information:

+ application number

+ applicant’'s name

+ property address

+ description of the building work

+ date the application was submitted

+ Council meeting date at which the application was considered

« whether the application was approved, referred to a Committee, subject to conditions or not
granted

+ whether the work was started or finished

+  Council ward (former Ashfield Council and St Peters Building Registers)


https://innerwest.spydus.com/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/RUNSQRY/OPAC/ARCENQ?SQRYIRN=2584027&SORTS=SQL_RANDOM&QRYTEXT=Building%20Registers

Building applications are arranged by year and application number. Building application numbers
are recorded in the Valuation assessment Books.

Note: most building plans earlier than 1950 have not survived
Building and subdivision registers held

 Ashfield Council 1909 — 1997 (hard copy from 1981)

*  Marrickville Council 1922 - 1997 (hard copy from 1957)
+  Petersham Council 1911 - 1949

+ St Peters Council 1919 — 1948

+ Leichhardt Council Plans — 1909-1985

10



Subdivision Plans
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Subdivision plans were produced by property developers and real estate agents to promote land
sales during the nineteenth and early twentieth century. Subdivision plans contain the name of the
estate, size and number of lots, date and location of the auction. Subdivision plans often included
local landmarks, houses or buildings that existed at the time of the subdivision.

Subdivision plans can be used to help you identify when an area was settled and when houses
were constructed.

You can find subdivision plans on our catalogue

Note: We do not hold every subdivision produced. There may not be a subdivision for your street,
the section or side of your street.

Additional subdivision plans can be found on the State Library of NSW website
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Photos of houses or streets

{ 27/40 > Peter Reynolds Collection : Norton House, 33 Johnston

Street, Annandsle.
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The library’s photo collection contains
photos of houses, buildings and streets.
You can use the library online catalogue
to search for photos. Search by street
name or suburb.

Note: the photo collection doesn't
contain photos of all houses or streets.
If you have a photo you'd like to loan
or donate to the Library, please talk

to History staff at the Library or email
history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au


mailto:history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

Sands Sydney Directory
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Sands Sydney Directory records occupants of residential and commercial properties. It was

published annually between 1858 and 1932. The Directory covers every Sydney suburb and is

arranged alphabetically by Council area.

You can use the Sands Directory to cross reference information found in the Valuation or Rate

books or to fill in gaps if books are unavailable for particular years.

What information is in the Sands Directory:
Names of people who lived in a building. Note the directory doesn't indicate whether the
occupants are tenants or owners
Occupations of occupants (sometimes recorded)
Type of building e.g. shop or factory
House name (sometimes recorded)
A directory of trades, professions, commercial businesses and organisations
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https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/495003

Sydney Metropolitan Detail Series plans & Water Board plans

If your house was built prior to 1899 you can use the Metropolitan Details Series plans or the
Water Board plans to view the exact building footprints of houses and other buildings. The maps
date from approximately 1880s — 1890s.

Metropolitan Plans are only available for some suburbs and streets.
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Trove

TROVE is a very useful website where you can search for photos, maps, newspaper articles related
to your house, the people who owned or lived in the house, the subdivision and more.
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Spatial Explorer NSW

Explorer provides access to aerial maps of houses, streets and suburbs in NSW. You can use this to
view 1940s to 1980s and 2000s aerial images of the property.
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/explorer/index.html

Family History and Genealogy Research Links

Cemeteries

Balmain Cemetery register, now available for complete download

Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde, N.S.W.

North Rocks Cemetery, NSW: headstone transcriptions —Australian Cemeteries Index, Find a
Grave

Billiongraves

Rookwood Necropolis : monumental inscriptions

Woronora Cemetery inscriptions — Australian Cemeteries Index, Find a Grave, Southern
Metropolitan Cemeteries NSW

Sandgate Cemetery transcriptions, Newcastle — Australian Cemeteries Index, Find a

Grave, Northern Cemeteries

Overall Family History Research Links

State Library of New South Wales — Professional Family History Researchers can undertake
research for you (fees apply). Speak to a family history librarian on Lower Ground 2 of the
State Reference Library.

State Records NSW - Collections of records created by the NSW government and its
agencies.

New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages — The Registry holds over 17
million records of events registered in New South Wales. These records include Early Church
Records (baptismal, marriages and burials) from 1788 to 1855 and Birth, death and marriage
registrations from 1856 to the present day.

Society of Australian Genealogists — This site provides information about the Society plus
links to Australian and overseas sources. It also provides online access to their library
catalogue and some on-line databases.

IHR NSW Family History Documents - You can become a member of IHR or pays as you go.
documents available include land records, electoral rolls, school lists and mining and
agricultural records.

Coraweb — An excellent site which concentrates on Australia whilst also providing wide
coverage of other areas.

Dead Persons Society Ryerson Index — This indexes death notices and obituaries in
Australian newspapers. It is a contemporary index.

NSW Family History Transcriptions Service

My Ancestors - free Australian genealogy records

New South Wales, Australia Online Genealogy Records * FamilySearch

Australian Maps-MAPCO

Find & Connect - people who grew up in orphanages, children’s homes, institutions and foster
homes in NSW from the 1920s to the 1990s.

Australian Medical Pioneer Index - Colonial doctors to 1875.

lllustrated Sydney News

Top 100 Genealogy Sites

Home page | naa.gov.au
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https://balmaincemetery.org/burial-register.html
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2174512/field-of-mars-cemetery
https://austcemindex.com/cemetery.php?cemid=840
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2448417/north-rocks-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2448417/north-rocks-cemetery
https://billiongraves.com/
https://www.rookwoodcemetery.com.au/deceased-search-engine
https://austcemindex.com/cemetery?cemid=907
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2129856/woronora-memorial-park
https://www.smcnsw.org.au/woronora/find-a-loved-one
https://www.smcnsw.org.au/woronora/find-a-loved-one
https://austcemindex.com/cemetery?cemid=2060
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2187526/sandgate-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2187526/sandgate-cemetery
https://nmclm.com.au/locations/sandgate/
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/research-and-collections-how-guides/researching-your-family-history?HomeLink=Services
https://staterecords.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.sag.org.au/
https://www.ihr.com.au/
https://coraweb.com.au/
https://www.ryersonindex.org/
http://www.nswtranscriptions.com.au/
https://www.myancestors.com.au/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/New_South_Wales,_Australia_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://mapco.net/aust.htm
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/
http://www.medicalpioneers.com/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/title/107
http://www.genealogyintime.com/articles/top-100-genealogy-websites-of-2015-page01.html
https://www.naa.gov.au/

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander family history

New South Wales | AIATSIS

Link-Up | AIATSIS - Family tracing and reunion services

Centre for Indigenous Family History Studies (cifhs.com)

Records about First Australians | naa.gov.au

Research information Guides

Getting-started - family-history National Library of Australia

Family history guide — Museums of History

Ancestry search guide - NSW Government

Genealogy Explained

A Beginner's Guide to Starting a Family Tree Online Military Indexes
A Genealogist’s Guide to Tracing People from Our Past

Genealogy and the Law

Early local Community Settlements, Migration, Immigration and Refugees

Migration Heritage Centre NSW

Bounty scheme to NSW

Chinese Heritage of Australian Federation Project (archive.org)
Resources for Chinese Australian ancestors (yourfamilygenealogist.com)
Lebanese Settlement in New South Wales

History of the Greek Diaspora in Australia - Greek News Agenda

A Timeline of Greek Immigration to Australia - Diaspora Travel Greece
Records relating to Italian migration held in Sydney | naa.gov.au
ltalian_migration_1850-1900.pdf (coasit.com.au)

Vietnamese refugees boat arrival | National Museum of Australia

ltalian Leichhardt Storytelling Project - Inner West Council (nsw.gov.au)
Inner Latin America Oral History Project - Inner West Council (nsw.gov.au)

Ships and Quarantine stations

Female migration to Australia in the 1830s

Ships Muster People Index: departing NSW (1816-1825) - (Select ‘Databases’, then ‘NSW
Ships Musters)

North Head Quarantine Station, Register of deaths — (‘RecordSearch’, advanced search,
‘Series’, Series C526

Pure Merinos & lists of the Australian Agricultural Company Shipping Lists

Mariners and Ships in Australian Waters — (Unassisted Passenger & Crew arrivals 1845-1900)
Fellowship of First Fleeters January 1788.

Military

Researching a person | Australian War Memorial
Virtual Australian War Memorial

Convict Records of Australia

Commonwealth War Graves

Resources for Military Families
Soldier Settlement in NSW (1916-1939) — (‘A Land Fit for Heroes?")
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https://aiatsis.gov.au/family-history/where-get-help/new-south-wales
https://aiatsis.gov.au/family-history/you-start/link
https://www.cifhs.com/
https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-collection/first-australians/records-about-first-australians
http://www.nla.gov.au/getting-started/family-history
https://mhnsw.au/guides/family-history-guide/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/family-and-relationships/family-history-search/search-guide
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/genealogical-proof-standard/
https://www.retailmenot.com/blog/how-to-start-your-family-tree-online.html
https://www.truepeoplesearch.com/find/content-a-genealogists-guide-to-tracing-people-from-our-past
https://www.justgreatlawyers.com/genealogy-and-the-law
http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.angelfire.com/al/aslc/immigration.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20230307053805/https:/arrow.latrobe.edu.au/store/3/4/5/5/1/public/naturalisation.htm
https://www.yourfamilygenealogist.com/single-post/eight-resources-for-researching-chinese-australian-ancestors#:~:text=Chinese%20Naturalisation%20Database%2C%20NSW%201857,project%20at%20La%20Trobe%20University.
http://www.10452lccc.com/history/ThematicHistoryOfLebaneseNSW.pdf
https://www.greeknewsagenda.gr/history-of-the-greek-diaspora-in-australia/
https://diasporatravelgreece.com/a-timeline-of-greek-immigration-to-australia/
https://www.naa.gov.au/help-your-research/fact-sheets/records-relating-italian-migration-held-sydney
https://www.coasit.com.au/images/Downloads/Italian_migration_1850-1900.pdf
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/vietnamese-refugees-boat-arrival
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/explore/libraries/community-history/italian-leichhardt-storytelling-project
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/explore/libraries/community-history/inner-latin-america-oral-history-project
http://www.rushen.com.au/index.html
http://www.sag.org.au/
http://www.naa.gov.au/
https://eresources.sl.nsw.gov.au/nsw-pure-merinos-and-others-shipping-lists-australian-agricultural-company-nsw-australian-national
http://marinersandships.com.au/
http://www.fellowshipfirstfleeters.org.au/
http://www.fellowshipfirstfleeters.org.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/understanding-the-memorials-collection/researching-a-person
https://vwma.org.au/
https://convictrecords.com.au/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/anzac-day-stories/resources-search-military-records
http://soldiersettlement.records.nsw.gov.au/index.php/case-studies/

England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland Immigration

o Welsh Wills Search - National Library of Wales

« Scotland Places by County — gazetteers, atlases, maps, etc.

o Directory of Warwickshire & Birmingham

o Directory of Lancashire

o History, gazetteer, and directory of Cambridgeshire

e Durham Records Online

o Search Query | FreeREG

« merchant seamen on British registered ships 1861-1913 - crewlist.org.uk

o British history sources 1500-1900 -connectedhistories.org

o 250,000 images of London from Metropolitan Archives

e maps, historical descriptions and much more between 1801 and 2001

« virtual reference library of genealogical information -genuki.org.uk

o Directory of Dublin for 1803, name, address and type of merchant with map

o A Vision of Ireland through Time | Map and description

» lIrish genealogy, Pigot's Directory, Lewis Topographical Directory, Guy's Postal Directory for
Cork, Griffiths Valuation Extracts

o Passenger Lists of ships sponsored by the Donegal Relief Fund 1859 - 1864

o Galway Emigrant Index (rootsweb.com)

 lIrish Famine Memorial - (special immigration scheme to bring destitute single women from
the workhouses of Ireland, 1845-48)
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https://www.library.wales/catalogues-searching/catalogues/specialist-catalogues/wills
http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/252565/
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/278517/
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/Parish_Record_Info.php?q=1&cookiecheck=1
https://www.freereg.org.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/
http://www.connectedhistories.org/
http://www.collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/
http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://www.irishancestors.ie/search/dublin1803/index.php
https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/20006
http://www.failteromhat.com/
http://www.failteromhat.com/
http://donegalgenealogy.com/passlist.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~maddenps/genealogy/GALWAYEM.htm
http://www.irishfaminememorial.org/orphans/

Council Archives

Access to the Council Archives is by appointment only. We make sure that most records are digitised
and make them all available online where possible, with our object collection now accessible in 3D.You can
search for particular archive items in the catalogue. Then can make an appointment by contacting us
history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

Former Ashfield Council Archives

Ashfield Library

Level 3, 260 Liverpool Road, Ashfield Phone:
9392 5108

Former Marrickville Council Archives
Petersham Town Hall

1st Floor, 105-107 Crystal Street, Petersham
Phone: 9335 2185

Paid history research service
If you don’t want to, or can'’t carry out research yourself, staff are able to assist you.

The fee for history research is first half hour free then $104 per hour, or first half hour free then
$52 per hour, for Pensioner Card/Health Card Holders.

Email history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au to make an enquiry.

Development and Building applications

To access Development and Building application records relating to your house, or information after
the 1950s contact the Council on council@innerwest.nsw.gov.au or 9392 5000.

Or make a GIPA Request

Other sources of information

NSW Land Registry Services (formerly the Land Titles Office)

NSW Land Registry Services holds a wide range of property records and information relating to
properties including land titles, associated plans and historical land grants.
http://www.nswlrs.com.au/

Newtown Project

This website features historical Council records, information, photos and subdivision maps of the
former Newtown Council.

http://www.newtownproject.com.au/

Local Notes Page
http://localnotes.net.au/
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https://innerwest.pedestal3d.com/gallery/
mailto:history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au
mailto:history@innerwest.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council@innerwest.nsw.gov.au
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/about/get-in-touch/access-to-information
http://www.nswlrs.com.au/
http://www.newtownproject.com.au/

