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Private domain canopy targets

Table 9: Private land canopy targets

Development category Tree canopy 
target (min % 
of site area)

Deep soil# target 
(min% of site area)

Tree-planting rate*

Detached dwellings^

Less than 300 m2 20% 20% For every 200 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one small tree

300 m2 – 600 m2 25% 25% For every 250 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one medium tree

Greater than 600 m2 30% 30% For every 350 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least 2 medium trees or one large 
tree

Attached dwellings^

Less than 150 m2 15% 15% At least one small tree

150 m2 – 300 m2 20% 20% For every 200 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one small tree

Greater than 300 m2 25% 25% For every 225 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one medium tree

Multi dwelling housing^

Less than 1,000 m2 20% 20% For every 300 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one medium tree

1,000m2–3,000 m2 25% 25% For every 200 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least one medium tree 

Greater than 3,000 m2 30% 30% For every 350 m2 of site area, or part 
thereof at least 2 medium trees or one 
large tree

Apartments

Less than 650 m2 15% 10%. 
Minimum 3 m 
dimension.

For every 350 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least one small tree is to be 
planted in the deep soil area

650 m2 – 1,500 m2 20% 15%. 
Minimum 3 m 
dimension.

For every 275 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least one medium tree is to be 
planted in the deep soil area

1,500 m2 – 3,000 m2 25% 20%. Minimum 3 m 
dimension with a wider 
contiguous portion that 
is a minimum 6 m wide 
and at least 25% of the 
minimum deep soil area.

For every 450 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least 2 medium trees or one 
large tree is to be planted in the deep soil 
area

Greater than 3,000 m2 35% 25%. Minimum 3 m 
dimension, with a wider 
contiguous portion that 
is a minimum 6 m wide 
and at least 25% of the 
minimum deep soil area

For every 300 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least one large or 2 medium 
trees are to be planted in the deep soil area
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Development category Tree canopy 
target (min % 
of site area)

Deep soil# target 
(min% of site area)

Tree-planting rate*

Business parks

All lots 35% 25% For every 300 m2 of site area, at least 2 
medium trees or one large tree 

Industrial

All lots 25% 15% For every 400 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least 2 medium trees or one 
large tree 

Bulky goods

All lots 25% 15%. 
Minimum 6 m 
dimension 

For every 400 m2 of site area or part 
thereof, at least 2 medium trees or one 
large tree 

On grade carparking park associated with above development categories

Development with 
5 or more car spaces

One medium tree should be planted in every fifth car parking space provided. 
The tree is to be in a planted zone of 13 m2 – the equivalent of a car parking bay area. 
Trees should be evenly distributed in a chequerboard fashion to increase shading.

#Deep soil is critical to deliver effective urban tree canopy – without 
a sufficient deep soil area, canopy targets cannot be met. Deep soil 
could be included in an LEP, and as a subset of landscaped area. Deep 
soil reflects the same aspects of a landscaped area, but also requires a 
minimum surface area, and to be unimpeded above and below ground. 
See the Glossary for its definition. 

*The tree-planting rate: the number of trees that need to be planted 
within a deep soil area to achieve a set target. Tree size categories: 
•	 Small tree – minimum 6 m mature canopy diameter 
•	 Medium tree – minimum 8 m mature diameter 
•	 Large tree – minimum 12 m mature diameter.

^ For these development types, the canopy and deep soil target are the 
same. In these situations, tree canopy will not cover the entire deep soil 
area. Proponents should meet the deep soil target as a priority and are 
encouraged to plant more trees than prescribed in the tree-planting 
rate, where possible.

Snapshot – Woollahra Municipal Council floor space ratio 
and canopy controls 
Woollahra Municipal Council, in collaboration with an urban forest 
consultant, developed controls to ensure that new low-density 
(R2 and R3) development contributes to Woollahra’s leafy character. 
Amendments to the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 
and DCP are proposed, including changes to its floor space ratio 
(0.5:1 from 0.55:1), a deep soil target (35% of site area) and canopy 
target (35%). See Case study 3 for more information.


