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Meeting Notes

Event:

Date:

Time:

Location:

Attendees:

Apology

Running
Order:

25W

Social Strategy Local Democracy Group

08 July 2025

6:00 PM —7:30 PM

In Person: Ashfield Service Centre, L Meeting Room 1

Online: MS Teams (see calendar invitation for link)

e Phoebe Rafty

e Jake Mahemoff

e Gabrielle McGill

e Marko Petrovic

¢ Nicole Kozelj

e Sue Jackson-Stepowski

e Yasmine Khan (Council officer)
e Simon Watts (Council Officer)

e Katie Richards

Time

ltems for Discussion

6:00 PM

Item 1- Acknowledgement of Country

6:05PM

ltem 2 - Administrative matters
e Disclosure of conflict of interest
e Council approved challenge:

Gabrielle McGill declared employment with ARUP

Marko Petrovic declared volunteer experience with
Marine Rescue and former security services
background.

6:10 PM

Item 3 — Discussion of approach to developing the
resilience and wellbeing strategy and the
Councils LDG Policy Challenge:
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‘What needs and issues should be considered by
Council in developing and maintaining resilient
social connections and community wellbeing?

Input from the group included the necessity to

maintain or improve upon:

social inclusivity and participation

social inclusion - to increase incentives that
enhance social inclusion and community
connectedness, particularly those that tackle the
issue of loneliness and increase

cultural diversity and expression — to maintain
awareness and engagement.

intergenerational activities — that encourage
collaboration between generations

participation — the need to maintain and provide
increased opportunities for community
consultation in public policy making.

community engagement — to increase awareness
of the availability of events, grants programs etc.
that enhance community engagement and build
community trust with Council.

accessibility and affordability

accessibility — to increase accessibility of public
infrastructure and programs, but also to increase
general awareness around accessibility.

digital connectivity — ensuring accessibility of digital
connectivity, particularly for marginalised groups
and older people.

housing affordability — to take what steps within
Councils capacity, to increase the availability of
affordable local housing,

cost of living - to take what steps are within Councils
capacity, to reduce the impacts of cost of living on
community.

public spaces - are welcoming and accessible and
incorporate security considerations as part if their
design.

emergency preparedness

crisis preparation — the need for Council to building
networks in community to increase awareness of
local crisis management resources (e.g. of subject
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matter experts in the community), and essential
contacts particularly for situations such as flooding.

¢ emergency and risk — should not be focused on
broad scenarios but on local situations and should
detail what support council will be able to offer in the
development of any local emergency management
plans (LEMP) and ensure that people are receiving
the right information at the right time.

There was discussion of the importance of strategy
development being anchored in local experience.

7:28 PM

Item 5 - Next meetings
e 2September 2025

7:25 PM

The Committee will receive a presentation on
Council's community engagement framework
later in 2025.

Feedback on the presentation on resilience
planning was requested from Committee
members.

7:30 PM

Meeting close

Next Meeting 2 Sep 2025



