
AGENDA 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 

 REFERENCE GROUP 

 

Tuesday  10 October 2017 

6:30PM 

 

____________________________________________ 

 
Petersham Service Centre – Level 3, 2-14 Fisher Street, Petersham 

 
Please RSVP to Joshua Staines 

Joshua.Staines@innerwest.nsw.gov.au or 9392 5843



 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group  
10 October 2017 

 

 2  
 

 
 

INDEX 

 
 
ITEM PAGE # 
 
 
1.  Welcome  
 
 
2. Acknowledgement of Country 
 
 
3. Introductions and Apologies  
 
 
4. Code of Conduct and Disclosures of Interest 

Conflicts of interest need to be disclosed in accordance with Council’s Code of 
Conduct 

 
 
5. Summary of Recommendations from previous ATSISRG meeting           3 
 
 
6. Public Place Artwork – Patyegarang Place: 5 

 Presentation by Caroline Mcleod, Group Manager Library and History Services 
 
 
7. Inner West Council Acknowledgement to Country and Welcome to Country 

Protocols  6 
 
 
8. Inner West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co Naming Policy 15 
 
 
9. Aboriginal Naming Projects: Steel Park Child Care Centre, ‘Luna’ Room Lewisham 

and unnamed street in Marrickville 20 
 
 
10. Inner West Council Intellectual Property Framework 23 
 
 
11. Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference (LGAN) 2017 Summary 

Report 25 
 
 
12. Other Business 
 -  NSW Aboriginal Rubgy League Knockout  2017 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

It
e

m
 5

 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group  
10 October 2017 

 

 3  
 

 

Item No: Item 5 

Subject: Summary of Recommendations from Previous Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group Meeting   

Prepared by: Joshua Staines – Community Development Worker Aboriginal 
Programs  

 
 

Item No: Item 5 

Subject: Summary of Recommendations from previous Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Island Strategic Reference Group (ATSIRG) 
Meeting   

Prepared by: Joshua Staines – Community Development Worker Aboriginal 
Programs  

 
 
SUMMARY 

 
To advise the ATSIRG of the status of the recommendations from the previous meeting.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the information in the summary of recommendations be received and noted by the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Background 
 

The previous meeting of the ATSIRG was held on 6 June 2017. 

 
This report is being provided by way of keeping the Reference Group members informed 
and updated with regards to any recommendations arising from the meetings. 
 
 
Financial Implications  
 
N/A 
 

Attachments  

Summary of recommendations from previous meeting. 
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Summary of Recommendations 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group 

 

Date of 
Meeting 

 

Items Recommendations Status 

6 June 
2017 

Inner West 
Council 
Community 
Strategic Plan 
Consultation 
(continuation 
from 4 April 
2017 ATSIRG) 
 

That the ATSIRG determined to provide 
input at today’s meeting on Planning & 
Development, Civic Leadership and 
Local Business and Industry.    
 
 

Council staff 
collected feedback 
and sent it to both 
Inner West Council 
Community 
Engagement team 
and Reference 
Group members. 
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Item No: Item 6 

 
Subject: ‘Patyegarang Place’ Public Artwork Presentation, Caroline McLeod, 

Group Manager Library and History Services 

Prepared by:   Rebecca Carroll – Strategic Community Projects Officer, Aboriginal Inclusion 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Council is seeking feedback and endorsement from the ATSIRG regarding the proposed 
public artwork for ‘Patyegarang Place’ (copy available on Council's website). 
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings/strategic-reference-groups/aboriginal-and-
torres-strait-islander-strategic-reference-group 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group endorse the proposed public place 
artwork and consultation process to engage the  local Aboriginal community for ‘Patyegarang 
Place’ as detailed in presentation. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Presentation:  
 
Presentation by Caroline Mcleod, Group Manager Library and History Services 
 
 
Attachment:  

Patyegarang Place Public Artwork Design 
 
 

https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings/strategic-reference-groups/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-strategic-reference-group
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings/strategic-reference-groups/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-strategic-reference-group
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Item No: Item 7 

Subject: Inner West Council Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country  
Protocols 

Prepared by: Rebecca Carroll – Strategic Community Projects Officer, Aboriginal 
Inclusion 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Inner West Council is seeking feedback regarding culturally appropriate options to 
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Inner West Council Local Government Area.  
 
This includes having an official statement for Council emails signatures and a Welcome to 
Country protocols guide to assist Council staff on matters related to both Acknowledgement 
and Welcome to Country.     
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group recommends that 
Council adopts the following statement for official Council email signature:   
 
“Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of these lands are the Gadigal and 
Wangal people of the Eora Nation”.  
 

2. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group recommends that 
Council adopts the following options for Acknowledgement of Country:  

 
“Today we gather on the traditional lands of the Gadigal and Wangal people, lands on 
which Aboriginal peoples have performed age-old ceremonies of celebration, initiation 
and renewal. I acknowledge their custodianship over many centuries and their ongoing 
connection to these lands and contribution to our community”  
 
“I would like to acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal peoples of the Eora nation who 
are the traditional custodians of this land. I would also like to pay respect to Aboriginal 
Elders, past and present, and acknowledge their young people  who will be our future 
leaders.” 

  
3. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group recommends that 

Council seeks feedback from the ATSIRG regarding the content of the “Aboriginal 
Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country Protocol Guide” which will inform the 
development of a Council policy document.   

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Background 
 
The practices of `Welcome to Country’ and `Acknowledgement of Country’ recognise the 
unique position of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in Australian culture and 
history.  These practices assert that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the 
original custodians of the land.  It is recognised that protocols and ceremonies including these 
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two practices play an important role in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, and can 
assist to enhance mutual understanding and respect for cultural practices and protocols.   
 
Different from a Welcome to Country, an Acknowledgement of Country can be delivered by 
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. An Acknowledgement of Country is a way that the 
wider community can demonstrate their respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and culture. It is a respectful custom that can be carried out at events or meetings.  
 
While there are no fixed wording or protocols for an Acknowledgement of Country there are 
numerous examples. The Inner West Council ATSIRG determined to put forward two agreed 
statements that can be used for Council purposes as well as develop an internal Inner West 
Council Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country Protocols guide for Council staff.   
 
The content for these guidelines has been sourced from the former Ashfield, Leichhardt and 
Marrickville Councils Aboriginal naming and protocol documents.  The Inner West Council 
draft protocols and guidelines developed for Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country and 
Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming will replace the protocols of the  former Ashfield, Leichhardt and 
Marrickville Councils. These guidelines will also inform and assist to align development of 
Inner West Council Policy documents. 
 
 
Financial Implications  
Nil 
 
 
Attachments 
Draft Inner West Council Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country Guide. 
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Item No: Item 8 

Subject: Inner West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming Guide  

Prepared by: Rebecca Carroll – Strategic Community Projects Officer, Aboriginal 
Inclusion 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Inner West Council is seeking endorsement from the ATSIRG on the content of the draft Inner 
West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming guide.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group recommends that Council 
adopts the content of the draft Inner West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming Guide. The 
content will be used to inform Council policy and procedures. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Background 
Inner West Council understands the important role that the Aboriginal naming or co-naming of 
significant places such as parks, unnamed streets, roads or facilities can play towards 
preserving and promoting Aboriginal culture and heritage in the inner west local government 
area (LGA).  
 
It is one way of acknowledging and respecting the long history and the ongoing connection, 
custodianship and contribution of Aboriginal people and the local landscape.  
 
Inner West Council has developed the draft Inner West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming 
guide (Attachment 1). The content for these guidelines has been sourced from naming 
protocols and policy documents of the former Ashfield, Leichhardt and Marrickville Councils.    
 
The objective of this guideline is to:  
 

1. Provide Council with a process for the application of appropriate Aboriginal words, or 
names of significant local Aboriginal historical figures, for the Aboriginal co-naming of 
unnamed streets, parks or the naming of Council facilities or rooms as identified;  
 

2. Detail the roles of Council, ATSIRG and other stakeholders;  
 

3. Establish an enduring framework that can be revised over time to assist Council to 
achieve its aims under the Inner West Community Strategic Plan.  

 
The Inner West Council draft protocols and guidelines developed for Acknowledgement and 
Welcome to Country and Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming will replace the protocols of the  
former Ashfield, Leichhardt and Marrickville Councils. These guidelines will also inform and 
assist to align development of Inner West Council Policy documents. 
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Financial Implications  
Nil 
 

Attachments  

Draft Inner West Council Aboriginal Naming/Co-naming Guide. 
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Item No: Item 9 

Subject: Aboriginal Naming Projects  

Prepared by: Rebecca Carroll – Strategic Community Projects Officer, Aboriginal 
Inclusion 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Inner West Council is seeking advice and endorsement from the ATSIRG on the Aboriginal 
naming of the new Council Child Care Centre at Steel Park, ‘Luna Room’ in Lewisham and an 
unnamed street in Marrickville.   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group: 
 

1. recommend to Council an Aboriginal name suitable to the site and the new Steel Park 
Child Care facility.   
 

2. recommends that Council adopts the Sydney Language Aboriginal word ‘Yanada’ 
which means ‘moon’ for the Lewisham ‘Luna’ room. 
 

3. recommend to Council a suitable Aborignal name or names for the street located at 
Crawford Place in Marrickville.   

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background 
Inner West Council understands the important role that the Aboriginal naming or co naming of 
significant places such as parks, unnamed streets, roads or facilities can play towards 
preserving and promoting Aboriginal culture and heritage in the inner west Local Government 
Area (LGA).  
 
It is one way of acknowledging and respecting the long history and the ongoing connection, 
custodianship and contribution of Aboriginal people and the local landscape.  
 
The Steel Park Child Care Centre is located in the Marrickville South area, which has a high 
population of Aboriginal people and families. Consultation and planning for the new centre 
highlighted the strong history and connection  Aboriginal people have a long history and 
significant connection to the Marrickville South and Cooks River area. The new centre was 
identified as an opportunity to promote this rich Aboriginal history and culture through both 
Aboriginal naming and complimentary design and artwork of the building. Additionally, the aim 
is to create a welcoming environment to encourage the engagement of Aboriginal families to 
this Council child care facility.     
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    Steel Park Child Care Centre 

 
 
The ‘Luna’ room is located within the grounds of the new Lewisham West precinct. The facility  
has been granted to Council for use as a community facility under a planning agreement. 
Council has recently undertaken a fitout of the facility and will include the room on  the 
Council’s community bookings system. It is expected that the room will be predominantly used 
by residents in the surrounding apartment blocks for small parties, meetings space, gentle 
exercise, playgroup or other similar activities.   
 
It is proposed that Council adopts the Sydney Language Aboriginal word ‘Yanada’ which 
means ‘moon’ for the Lewisham ‘Luna’ room. 
 
 

 
          ‘Luna’ room - ‘Yanada’ room 



 
 

It
e

m
 9

 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group  
10 October 2017 

 

 22  
 

Re-Name section of Crawford Place Marrickville. This location is at the Dulwich Hill end of 
Marrickville. The section of Crawford Place which is unnamed is a former ‘Dunny’ lane so it is 
proposed that the ATSIRG discuss whether they would like to give this unnamed street an 
Aboriginal name, and put forward suggestions, and how the Group would like to proceed with 
future requests to name unnamed ‘Dunny’ lanes across the LGA.   
 

.    
                             Crawford Place Marrickville 

 
 
Financial Implications  
 
There will be costs associated with signage for each of the three proposed locations. These 
costs will be assumend by the Inner West Council through 2017/18 Operational Plans and 
Budget.  
 
 

Attachments  

Nil 
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Item No: Item 10 

Subject: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Intellectual Property 
Framework  

Prepared by: Joshua Staines  
 Community Development Worker  –  Aboriginal Programs 
 
 
SUMMARY 

Inner West Council are seeking feedback regarding Intellectual Property Framework for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to inform best practice for Inner West Council 
staff. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group members provide 
feedback regarding the intellectual property framework. 

2. That the intellectual property framework be included in the development of Council 
policy and procedures. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Background 
At the 6 June 2017 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group meeting, concerns 
were raised in regards to intellectual property.  

Key themes and concerns included:  

- What are the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in regards to 
intellectual property?  

- How will intellectual property be used by Inner West Council?  
- How will intellectual property be maintained and stored by Inner West Council? 

It was also noted at the 6 June 2017 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group 
meeting that, by not having a firm intellectual property framework, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander businesses could be reluctant to work with Council, thus impacting on the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander economy in the Inner West.  

Is there any reflection on research or other Councils’/ Organisation's may have in place or 
considered that IWC could consider using as a guide to develop the intellectual property 
framework?  

Presentation  
Powerpoint prepared by Joshua Staines to be delivered to the 10 October meeting. 
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Financial Implications  
Nil 
 
 
Attachments  

N/A 
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Item No: Item 11 

 
Subject: Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference (LGAN) 2017 

Summary Report 

Prepared by:  Rebecca Carroll – Strategic Community Projects Officer, Aboriginal Inclusion 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

To provide the ATSIRG with a summary report of the LGAN Conference. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group receive and note the 
summary report on the Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference (LGAN) 
2017  
 

2. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group note that the 
NSW Government are undertaking important reforms to Aboriginal cultural heritage 
management and conservation. Public consultations about the draft Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Bill have now commenced and the ATSIRG are strongly encouraged to attend 
local consultations about this reform to have their say.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Background 

 The aim of the LGAN is to:  

 facilitate understanding of current issues in local government affecting Aboriginal 
people; 

 function as a mechanism of support for facilitating information exchange and the 
adoption of new programs; and 

 promote opportunities for reconciliation with Aboriginal people. 

Report 

The 29th Annual NSW Local Government National Aboriginal Networking Conference (LGAN) 
was hosted by Albury City Council from 13 to 15 September 2017.  The theme of this year's 
conference was “Yindyamarra – respect, be gentle, polite, honour, do slowly”.  

Inner West Council supported the attendance of:  

 Joshua Staines, Aboriginal Community Development Worker; 
 

 Robert Webb, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategic Reference Group 
(ATSIRG) member and LGAN Executive Committee member;  
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 Philip Butler, ATSIRG member;  

 Rebecca Carroll, Strategic Community Project Officer – Aboriginal Inclusion  

 Deborah Lennis, Local Government NSW 
 

 Some key highlights of this year’s conference included presentations from Nova Peris 
and Bruce Pascoe. A walking tour along the Yindyamarra Walking Trail followed by a 
welcome function at the Wonga Wetlands was a special feature. Other presentations 
included Supply Nation, Local Government NSW, TAFE NSW, Dean Widders – NRL 
Ambassador, Indigenous Business Australia and Black Dog Institute.  
 
One of the most relevant presentations for Aboriginal communities and Councils at the 
moment was “Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act” - Victoria Nolan, Acting Principal Policy 
Officer from Office of Environment and Heritage.   In 2011 the NSW Government 
committed to reform the legal framework for conserving and managing Aboriginal cultural 
heritage in NSW. The Government is about to commence consultation on the draft 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill and the ATSIRG are strongly encouraged to attend.   
 
Sydney Details:   
 
Information Session, 6 October,  SMC Conference and Function Centre 
Workshop:  13 December, SMC Conference and Function Centre 
  
To book an information session by phone or for further information, please call Jackie 

Puckeridge from Marcia Ella Consulting on 0481 959 813.  
 
Further information:  
 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/aboriginal-cultural-heritage/legislation/draft-
aboriginal-cultural-heritage-legislation-2017-consultation 

 

Attachments  

N/A 
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