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1. Executive summary

The purpose of this document is to provide
an overview of local infrastructure required to
support new residents in the Inner West LGA.

The following 16 key moves have been
proposed in Council’s masterplan on the
evidence based of the Social Infrastructure
Needs Studies.

1) New multipurpose community hub in
Dulwich Hill

There is a benchmark need for a new district-
level hub of approximately 3,200-3,700 sgm to
include:

- 1,500-1,900 sg.m of hireable community
spaces with a mix of small and large halls.

« 1,000 sg.m of cultural spaces with fit-
for-purpose performance, community
participation, and production areas.

« 700-800 sg.m of affordable spaces for not-
for-profit and community service providers.

« 2,000 sg.m of civic space for events and
markets in the Town Centre.

The redevelopment of Council-owned land

at Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill, has been
identified as a redevelopment opportunity site.
Options to leverage private sector funding to
assist with the delivery of new civic assets is
recommended.

2) 6,000 sq.m of new open space along Iron
Cove Canal in Ashfield & Croydon

Council seeks to enable land dedications to
provide 6,000 sg.m of new open space along
the Iron Cove Canal between the Ashfield
Aquatic Centre to John Street, Ashfield.

Through a series of LEP Key Sites, a 10m land
dedication along the eastern side of Iron Cove
Canal will be facilitated to provide passive
recreational spaces and a new biodiversity
corridor. On the western side, a 6m dedication
of land along Iron Cove Canal will better
connect active transport connections from
Etonville Parade, Croydon, to John Street, as
envisioned by the Iron Cove Creek Masterplan
adopted by Council in April 2024.

3) Upgrade of Ashfield Service Centre

There is a benchmark need for a multipurpose
hub of approximately 1,500 sg.m in the Ashfield-
Croydon area. This facility would include:

« 700-800 sg.m of cultural spaces for
performance, production, and community
participation spaces.

« 300 sqg.m library space as an extension of
Ashfield Library, incorporating study areas,
co-working spaces, and a community
lounge.

« 450-550 sqg.m for affordable spaces
dedicated to not-for-profit and community
service providers.

Council will investigate the feasibility to
upgrade the Ashfield Service Centre to become
a regionally significant multicultural hub to
provide additional community services in the
Ashfield Town Centre.

4) Expansion of Lion Street Playground

to Local Park, Croydon, and future
embellishment of Pratten Park and Ashfield
Park

Council proposes to expand Lion Street
Playground to a new local level 0.3ha park and
upgrade the existing playground area. Council’s
existing assets at Ashfield Park and Pratten
Park will also require further investigation

for targeted embellishments to help cater to
growing population demands.

5) New civic spaces in Ashfield Town Centre

The future redevelopment of Ashfield Mall offers
an opportunity to provide approximately 2,000
sg.m of new civic space though a Key Site
mechanism in Council’s housing masterplan.

6) New indoor sports centre for Ashfield/
Croydon

There is an identified long-term need to
provide a new indoor sports centre to support
population growth in this area. Council will
undertake future feasibility studies to determine
how these demands are best catered for in

this area. The following areas are identified as
opportunity sites: Pratten Park, Ashfield Park, or
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Centenary Park. It is noted that Pratten Park is
identified as having the closest proximity to the
proposed density around Ashfield Station. .

7) New aquatic facilities, southern areas of
the LGA

There is a long-term need to plan for an
additional aquatic facility in the southern half of
the LGA to cater to future population demands.
Council will undertake future feasibility studies
to determine how these demands are best
catered for in this area.

8) Multipurpose community hub in Leichhardt

A new community, cultural, and library hub is
planned within the Leichhardt Precinct, which
will help meet benchmark needs now and in the
future. This hub should include an expansion

of library floorspace and local-level cultural
spaces.

The Council-owned land along Marion Street
(including Marion St Car Park, Leichhardt Town
Hall, and the Leichhardt Service Centre) should
be considered as a key investigation area for
this hub.

Explore options to leverage private sector
contributions to assist with construction costs.
The delivery of a civic spaces alongside this
hub should also be considered.

9) Upgrade of St Peters Town Hall in St Peters

Inner West Council plans to upgrade and
embellish the St Peters Town Hall to a district-
level facility. This would help better meet needs
for community spaces, and the enhancement

of library functions to enhance access and
functionality for the incoming population.

The potential to utilise the Commonwealth
owned land adjacent to St Peters Town Hall

for community uses is to be further explored,
alongside future embellishment of Sydenham
Green Park to better cater to community events.

10) Provision of an Aboriginal Community
Centre

Council has identified the need for an Aboriginal
Community Centre in the Inner West LGA. The
co-location of this centre with other community
services and/or within a park setting, is
recommended.

11) Upgrade of Stanmore Library and
Stanmore Reserve

Council has identified the need to replace

the existing demountable buildings with a
built-for purpose facility that integrates and
embellishes Stanmore Reserve to provide
indoor/outdoor learning, reading, and play
space. The embellishment of the existing
reserve is to investigate the how to better cater
to community events, such as the provision

of an amphitheatre space and surrounding
improvements to the public domain.

12) Expansion of McNeilly Park, Marrickville

The expansion of McNeilly Park will expand and
enhance the recreational uses and functions

of the park, and also prevent the potential

for future overshadowing as surrounding
redevelopment occurs.

13) Calvert Street Car Park to be converted to a
new park, Marrickville Town Centre

Council proposes to relocate the existing 35 public
car spaces at Calvert Street car park as surrounding
redevelopment occurs in Marrickville Town Centre.
Once facilitated, this will allow the conversion of the
existing car park to much needed open space in
the Marrickville Town Centre.

14) Provision of a 1,000 sq.m pocket park,
Marrickville Road

As a major active transport corridor between the
Dulwich Hill and Marrickville Town Centres, an
opportunity to provide a small open space area has
been identified as a proposed Local Environmental
Plan Key Site mechanism.

15) Land dedications, Dulwich Grove Precinct,
Dulwich Hill

The Greenway Masterplan (2019) identified land
dedications occurring within the Dulwich Grove
Precinct, Dulwich Hill, to increase the width of
recreational space from Hercules Creek. These
land dedications are proposed to be facilitated via
Local Environmental Plan Key Sites mechanisms.

16) Embellishment of Cooks River parklands and
sporting uses

Council will explore future embellishment works in
collaboration with Marrickville Golf, Sporting and
Community Club, to improve the permeability of the
golf course for recreational functions and activities
that promote community participation and social
cohesion. Infrastructure to assist with water quality
and pollution reduction along the Cooks River will
also be further explored.



2. Introduction

New housing policies by the NSW Government aim to increase
the delivery of housing to meet targets set under the National
Housing Accord. Of relevance, is the State Government’s Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) program and Low and Mid-rise
Housing policies.

The housing growth anticipated by the housing reforms will
place additional pressure on existing social infrastructure
beyond that which was previously projected by Council’s current
planning framework. Inner West Council has prepared an
alternate master plan to implement growth across the Inner West
LGA as an alternative to the NSW Government policies. These
housing investigation areas shown are shown in Figure 1.

Purpose of this assessment

In light of this, there is a need to understand the magnitude
of the change and consider recommendations that ensure
that social infrastructure provision remains sufficient to meet
the needs of current and future residents. The purpose of this
Needs Study is to consider social infrastructure:

- Compare existing provision to anticipated population growth
and industry benchmarks.

«  Provide input on how much additional infrastructure is
required to service population growth.

«  Provide recommendations on the prioritisation of social
infrastructure projects.

- Highlight new opportunities that may arise as a result of the
increased housing targets. An area like the Inner West, with
high land values and limited available land, will require an
innovative and pragmatic approach to delivering what is
needed for the future community.
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Figure 1 - Housing Investigation Areas context map
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