
Inner West Council Libraries
Historical Site Study

Djarrawunang Ward 



“When the British arrived in January 1788, there were 
more than 1500 Aboriginal people living in the area from 
Botany Bay to Broken Bay and as far west as Parramatta”

Djarrawunang – Magpie
( Ashfield Ward)





“Macquarie set about making the Liverpool-road in 1812, and 
gradually, bit by bit, small communities developed at intervals along its circuitous 
route. … The country between the Liverpool-road and Cook's River was thickly 
wooded, an outstanding feature being gigantic trees.” 

The Sun, Saturday 17 January 1931, page 7 

“Our first day's journey was merely an afternoon drive to Parramatta, fifteen miles from Sydney, through 
alternate cleared land and "bush", but all enclosed. … The system of "clearing" here, by the total destruction 
of every native tree and shrub, gives a most bare, raw, and ugly appearance to a new place – unless a settler 
can see an expanse of bare, naked, unvaried, shadeless, dry, dusty land spread all around him, he fancies his 
dwelling "wild and uncivilised".

Louisa Meredith’s 1840s, description of the Parramatta Road 



Canterbury House, ca 1860, Conrad Martens, Mitchell 
Library, State Library of New South Wales



“… there were no houses along the railway line until 
Ashfield was reached, nor were there any elsewhere in 
the vicinity except on Parramatta-road. … I remember 
that where Summer Hill stands was all open paddocks for 
many years … From Summer Hill site to Canterbury was 
all paddocks and bush, without houses. Ashfield on the 
south of the like along Liverpool-road, contained a few 
scattered houses …The north side of the railway between 
the station and Parramatta-road was without houses …” 

Recollections of Mr. C. A. Henderson in 1923 of the first passenger train in 1855



Left, Ashfield Station ca. 1900     Right, Ashfield Station 2017

Ashfield was one of only four stops on the Central to Parramatta 
passenger train route when it opened September 26 1855



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Brown Street, Looking south towards Ashfield shopping centre from Ashfield Railway Station, Ashfield Library Collection, 1950 - 1960
https://www.historypin.org/en/ashfield-library-s-collection




Z/SP/A8/596, State Library of NSW_FL10461546
Sir Henry Parkes lived in 
Milton House in the 1870s

State Library of NSW
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 Z/SP/A8/596 - Milton Street - George's River Rd, Prospect St, Norton St, Milton St, 1876, State Library of NSW_FL10461546 https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/record/74VvqMWeawXM/JyoJORpRjzw65




Wedding party of Elsie Chong and Frank Lau photographed in front of Milton House, 1923
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AMichael Williams, Chinese Australian History in 88 Objects, Ashfield in 8 Objects. 
https://chinozhistory.org/index.php/ashfield-in-8-objects/
Wedding party of Elsie Chong and Frank Lau photographed in front of Milton House



Male NSW Female NSW Total NSW Male VIC Female VIC Total VIC
1861 12986 2 12988 24724 8 24732
1871 7208 12 7220 17795 31 17826
1881 10141 64 10205 11795 164 11959
1891 13048 109 13157 8355 134 8489
1901 10063 159 10222 6236 111 6347
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K. Bagnall, (2011) Rewriting the History of Chinese Families in Nineteenth-Century Australia, Australian Historical Studies, 42:1, 62-77, page 65 http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1031461X.2010.538419 
Note: The above table was compiled using information and figures in Bagnall’s article.





1861 NSW Chinese Immigration Regulation and Restriction Act

The Influx of Chinese Restriction Act 1881 applied an entrance tax 
of £10 [today = $1,523) ... This Act was amended in 1887, raising the poll tax to £100 
[today = $18,190] 

The Federal Immigration Restriction Act became law in 1901. This Act specified 
how exclusion would be accomplished by the dictation test. It was designed to 
exclude all non-Europeans. This lay behind what became know as the “White 
Australia Policy.





“The Elite Hall”— not only 
the elite hall, but the hall of 
the elite. Members of the 
Government, members of 
Parliament, M.L.C, consuls, 
ministers of all religions, and 
parsons of every degree; 
doctors and lawyers, and 
litterateurs and art, City 
Fathers, distinguished 
strangers from the four 
corners of the earth, …” 

Evening News, Thursday 8 December 1898, p 7 Gallop House, Ashfield
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Evening News, Thursday 8 December 1898, page 7 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/114042433 



“Sydney Arcade ... opened in 1881 ...  the 
famous luncheon rooms of Quong Tart 
and Co. Here a cup of splendid tea, 
accompanied by some palatable edible, 
may be obtained at all hours...”

Powerhouse Collection, Gift of Mrs Agnes Glass 1991, 
Photo Jean-Francois Lanzarone 





Wong Tai Zin & Kwan Yin Kur Temple, Liverpool Road, Summer Hill 
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