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DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT REPORT 
Application No. DA/2020/0056 
Address 31A Mallett Street CAMPERDOWN 
Proposal To install photovoltaic panels on the roof of the existing building 
Date of Lodgement 7 February 2020 
Applicant Nathaniel Taylor 
Owner Council, in its capacity as the manager of Camperdown Park 

(R1002873 & D.500444) Reserve Trust has provided land 
owner’s consent 

Number of Submissions None 
Value of works $36,000.00 
Reason for determination at 
Planning Panel 

The site is a Crown Reserve as defined under s.12.26 of the 
Crown Land Management Act 2016 and is under the 
management of Council 

Main Issues Heritage Conservation 
Recommendation Approved with Conditions 
Attachment A Recommended conditions of consent 
Attachment B Plans of proposed development 
Attachment C Statement of Heritage Impact 

Subject 
Site Objectors 

N 

Notified 
Area Supporters 
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1. Executive Summary

This report is an assessment of the application submitted to Council to install photovoltaic 
panels on the roof of the existing building at 31A Mallett Street Camperdown. The 
application was notified to surrounding properties and no submissions were received. 

The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained 
in the relevant State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs), Marrickville Local 
Environmental Plan 2011 (MLEP 2011) and Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011 
(MDCP 2011). 

The application is referred to the Panel as the land on which the development is to be 
carried out is a Crown Reserve as defined under S.12.26 of the Crown Land Management 
Act 2016, which is under the management of Council. 

2. Proposal

The application seeks to install photovoltaic panels on the roof of the existing building. 

The proposal includes in the installation of 90 panels to the eastern and southern roofs of the 
existing building. 56 of the panels will be flush mounted to the pitched roofs at the eastern 
side of the building and the remaining 34 panels will be located on the southern flat roof of 
the building and tilted north resulting in an 800mm clearence from the roof at the southern 
end of the panel. 

The below image shows the location of the proposed panels on the building: 

Image 1: Roof Plan 

3. Site Description

The site is located in the north-eastern corner of Camperdown Park which is a large public 
reserve that also includes a cricket/football oval, tennis centre, gym facilities and parkland. 
While the subject site adjoins the parkland to the south and west, the site has street frontage 
to Pidcock Street to the north and Mallett Street to the east (being the primary street 
frontage). 
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The site is generally rectangular and approximately 4,231sqm in area. The boundary to 
Mallett Street is 78.17 metres in length and forms the primary frontage and pedestrian 
entrance to the site. The second of two street boundaries is 44.76 metres long fronting 
Pidcock Street. The other boundaries are defined by the extent of building associated with 
the use. The boundary to the west is irregular and runs around the existing buildings. 
 
The site contains a single building with associated decking and open space which 
accommodates a licensed food and beverage operation with indoor and outdoor seating, 
children’s play area, mixed use community space including an “urban farm”, community 
rooms, recreation pavilion and café caravan. 
 
Mallett Street is comprised of a mix of different building uses ranging from residential to 
commercial whilst Pidcock Street predominantly contains 2 storey dwelling houses. 
 
The site is zoned RE1 – Public Recreation under the Marrickville Local Environmental Plan 
2011 (MLEP 2011). 
 

 
Image 2: Extract of Zoning Map 

 
Image 3: The Site as viewed from Mallett Street 
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Image 4: The Site as viewed from Pidcock Street 

 
4. Background 
 
4(a) Site history 
 
The following application outlines the relevant development history of the subject site.  
 
Application Proposal Decision & Date 
DA201500378 To carry out alterations and additions to 

the existing premises as a licensed food 
and beverage operation with indoor and 
outdoor seating, children’s play area, 
mixed use community space including 
an urban farm, community rooms, 
recreation pavilion and café caravan 

Approval – 9 December 2015 
 
(this determination was 
subsequently modified by the 
below applications) 

DA201500378.01 To delete condition 46 which requires 
the farm bed and adjacent fence to not 
encroach the northern Pidcock Street 

Approval – 2 May 2016 

DA201500378.02 To amend condition 14(i) to allow the 
community room to operate between the 
hours of 6.00am and 10.00pm Monday 
to Sunday including Public Holidays 

Approval – 24 June 2016 

DA201500378.03 To allow for the permanent extension of 
trading hours for the restaurant between 
6.00am to 12.00 midnight Mondays to 
Saturdays and 6.00am to 10.00pm on 
Sundays and Public Holidays and the 
hours of operations for the caravan café 
being between the hours of 6.00am to 
10.00pm daily including Public Holidays 

Approval subject to a 2 year 
trial period for extended 
hours – 17 July 2017 

DA201500378.04 To modify Modified Determination No. 
201500378, dated 17 July 2017 to 
continue extended trading hours for the 
restaurant between 6.00am to 12.00 
midnight Mondays to Saturdays and 
6.00am to 10.00pm on Sundays and 
Public Holidays and the hours of 
operations for the caravan café being 
between the hours of 6.00am to 
10.00pm daily including Public Holidays 

Approval subject to a 2 year 
trail period and reduced 
hours Mondays to Thursdays 
– 29 October 2019 
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5. Assessment 
 
The following is a summary of the assessment of the application in accordance with Section 
4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  
 
5(a) Environmental Planning Instruments 
 
The application has been assessed against the relevant Environmental Planning Instruments 
listed below: 
 

• Marrickville Local Environmental Plan 2011 
 
The following provides further discussion of the relevant issues: 
 
5(a)(i) Marrickville Local Environment Plan 2011 (MLEP 2011) 
 
The application was assessed against the following relevant clauses of the Marrickville Local 
Environmental Plan 2011: 
 

• Clause 1.2 - Aims of the Plan 
• Clause 2.3  - Zone objectives and Land Use Table 
• Clause 5.10 - Heritage Conservation 

 
(i) Clause 2.3 - Land Use Table and Zone Objectives  
 
The site is zoned RE1 – Public Recreation under the MLEP 2011. The development is 
permitted with consent within the land use table. The development is consistent with the 
objectives of the RE1 – Public Recreation zone. 
 
(ii) Clause 5.10 – Heritage Conservation  
The subject property is listed as a heritage item under MLEP 2011, namely Camperdown 
Park (Item I1) and is located within a Heritage Conservation Area under MLEP 2011 
(Heritage Conservation Area C10 – Camperdown Park). 
 
The application was referred to Council’s Heritage Specialist who provided the following 
comments: 
 

“The proposal is for the installation of 90 photovoltaic panels on the roofs of the former 
Camperdown Bowling Club, constructed c. 1957 and the new pavilion constructed as 
part of the Camperdown Commons redevelopment c. 2016.  
 
The existing buildings are not identified as contributory significant elements within the 
site.  
 
The majority of the panels are to be located on the pitched roofs of the contemporary 
double gabled pavilion fronting Mallett Street, and are proposed to sit flush with the 
roof. The remaining panels, although on tilted framing to compensate for the flat roof, 
are located on the roof behind, which currently contains mechanical equipment, and 
which is less visible from sensitive locations within the public domain.” 
 

The application involves the installation of solar panels only which are set back from the 
street and generally have a negligible impact on the heritage item and conservation area. As 
such, the development is considered acceptable in relation to heritage conservation. 
 
The Statement of Environmental Effects and Statement of Heritage Impact submitted with 
the application satisfactorily addresses the relevant heritage conservation provisions 



Inner West Local Planning Panel ITEM 1 
 

PAGE 11 

contained in Clause 5.10 of MLEP 2011 and Part 8 of MDCP 2011. Overall, the development 
is not considered to have any significant impacts on the heritage item or the heritage 
conservation area. 
 
5(b) Draft Environmental Planning Instruments 
 
The application has been assessed against the relevant Draft Environmental Planning 
Instruments listed below: 
 

• Draft Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2020 (Draft IWLEP 2020) 
 
The Draft IWLEP 2020 was placed on public exhibition commencing on 16 March 2020 and 
accordingly is a matter for consideration in the assessment of the application under Section 
4.15(1)(a)(ii) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The Draft IWLEP 2020 contains provisions for the inclusion of amended clauses, including 
Clause 1.2 – Aims of Plan and Clause 2.3 – Zone objectives and Land use Table, which 
requires consideration of amended aims of the plan and new objectives in the RE1 zone. As 
the subject site is zoned RE1 and was within the former Marrickville LGA under MLEP 2011, 
these provisions must be considered. 
 
The development is for solar panels only and remains consistent with the amended aims of 
the draft plan and minor changes to the zone objectives for the RE1 zone under Draft IWLEP 
2020. 
 
The development is considered acceptable having regard to the provisions of the Draft 
IWLEP 2020. 
 
5(c) Development Control Plans 
 
The application has been assessed and the following provides a summary of the relevant 
provisions of Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011.  
 
Part of MDCP 2011 Compliance 
Part 2.1 – Urban Design Yes  
Part 2.3 – Site and Context Analysis Yes 
Part 2.7 – Solar Access and Overshadowing  Yes – see discussion 
Part 2.16 – Energy Efficiency Yes – see discussion 
Part 8 – Heritage  Yes – see discussion 

under Clause 5.10 of 
MLEP 2011.  

 
The following provides discussion of the relevant issues: 
 
(i) Part 2.7 – Solar Access and Overshadowing  
 
Part 2.7.4 of MDCP 2011 contains objectives and controls relating to solar access and 
location of solar panels. The development is acceptable having regard to these requirements 
as: 
 

• The solar panels are positioned on areas of the building where there is minimal 
impact to the streetscape and heritage item; 

• Due to the open space and low building heights surrounding the site the solar 
panels have been positioned to benefit from solar access and in locations where 
overshadowing is unlikely to occur; 
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• The features of the site have been taken into account when positioning the 
panels and most panels are orientated north to maximise solar access and 
efficiency in operation; and 

• The solar panels would receive a minimum of 4 hours between 9.00am and 
3.00pm on June 21. 

 
(ii) Part 2.16 – Energy Efficiency  
 
Part 2.16 of MDCP 2011 contains objectives and design principles for energy efficiency 
development that is not subject to BASIX. The proposal is acceptable having regard to the 
relevant objectives and design principles as: 
 

• The solar panels will improve the energy efficiency of the building and therefore 
the energy efficiency of building within the Inner West; and 

• The solar panels are an appropriate solar energy technology for the operation of 
the building. 

 
5(d) The Likely Impacts 
 
The assessment of the Development Application demonstrates that, subject to the 
recommended conditions, the proposal will have minimal impact in the locality. 
 
5(e) The suitability of the site for the development 
 
Provided that any adverse effects on adjoining properties are minimised, this site is 
considered suitable to accommodate the proposed development, and this has been 
demonstrated in the assessment of the application. 
 
5(f) Any submissions 
 
The application was notified in accordance with Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011 
for a period of 14 days to surrounding properties. No submissions were received in response 
to the notification. 
 
5(g) The Public Interest 
 
The public interest is best served by the consistent application of the requirements of the 
relevant Environmental Planning Instruments, and by Council ensuring that any adverse 
effects on the surrounding area and the environment are appropriately managed. The 
proposal is not contrary to the public interest. 
 
6. Referrals 
 
6(a) Internal 
 
The application was referred to the following internal sections/officers and issues raised in 
those referrals have been discussed in section 5 above. 
 

• Hertiage Specialist 
 
7. Section 7.11 Contributions/7.12 Levy  
 
Section 7.11 contributions/7.12 levies are not payable for the proposal.  
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8. Conclusion 
 
The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained 
in Marrickville Local Environmental Plan 2011 and Marrickville Development Control Plan 
2011.  
 
The development for the installation of solar panels on the roof of the existing building will 
not result in any significant impacts on the amenity of the adjoining premises/properties or 
streetscape and is considered to be in the public interest. 
 
The application is considered suitable for approval subject to the imposition of appropriate 
conditions. 
 
9. Recommendation 
 

A. That the Inner West Local Planning Panel exercising the functions of the Council 
as the consent authority, pursuant to s4.16 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, grant consent to Development Application No. 
DA/2020/0056 to install photovoltaic panels on the roof of the existing building at 
31A Mallett Street Camperdown subject to the conditions listed in Attachment A. 
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Attachment A – Recommended conditions of consent 
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Attachment B – Plans of proposed development 
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Attachment C – Statement of Heritage Impact  
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