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Name of Committee
Date of meeting
16 February 2023
260 Liverpool Rd, Ashfield, Meeting Rm 1, level 5
Ashfield Civic Centre
Minutes
Meeting commenced at 6.15pm and concluded 8.00pm 
1. Present
	Community members
	Staff
	Councillors

	Craig Mcmahon( Chair)
	
	

	Jeff Furulo
	
	

	Rachael Wass
	Karenna Alexander  : Programs Coordinator , Wellbeing Team
	

	Susan Fitzpatrick
	Mary Ciantar: Healthy Ageing Programs Supervisor, Wellbeing Team 
	

	Gretchen Gamble
	
	

	Michael Carney
	
	

	Yash Sodhi
	
	

	Jill Ellen
	
	

	Glenda Gartell
	
	

	Rosanne Hunt
	
	

	
	
	



2.  Chairperson : Craig McMahon

3.  Acknowledgment of Country

4.  Apologies : 
Catherine Delaney, Shraddha Banthia, Trevor Moir


5. Disclosures of Interest

No conflicts of interest were disclosed.

6. Quorum (minimum 7 members)
A quorum was achieved.

7. Confirmation of Minutes and Actions
Minutes for previous meeting 17/11/2023 confirmed 
Deferred Actions : 


Discussion items
	Item
	Summary
	Recommendations / actions
	Council’s response

	Actions From Previous Meeting
	
	
	

	1. Request for Document Management System for LDG
	Response : The Community Engagement Team are working with ICT to look at options; at this stage Email is the only option to share documents for LDG until otherwise advised
	
Council staff to keep LDG members updated regarding a shared document management system for LDGs
	

	2. Request to become an Advisory committee rather than a working group
	Response : A request to become an advisory committee to be outlined in writing to Council, outlining request reasoning.  Working Group members  discussed  further their reasons and draft a memo for Council.  Chair called for vote affirming request to become advisory committee : Ten members affirmed ( quorum ).
	
Chair to collate LDG Members request to become an advisory committee and draft memo to Council
	

	Agenda Items:
	
	
	

	1. Survey results
	Outcomes analysed survey poll regarding the top 4 issues the group identified for seniors: 
· Wellbeing and Mental Health
· Isolation and Loneliness
· Intergenerational 
· Transport 
LDG members discussed meaningful actions to take to improve the above issues.
Communication, a key policy issue identified, was acknowledged as an essential role in having positive impact on the above. A variety of communication approaches were discussed such as : Notice Boards / Easy Read / Diverse language / Email /website. 
Discussion focused on the limitation of digital promotion for seniors, and the increased isolation when relying on one form of communication 
	1. Question to be raised with Communication. Marketing and Engagement Team at Council : How can the LDG provide feedback for a Communication Strategy? Council staff to raise on behalf of LDG group
2. Seniors require a diversity of communication tools be embedded in Councils community communication process. The LDG members would like to provide recommendations 

	

	2. Overview of Healthy Ageing Team - IWC
	Mary Ciantar provided an overview and presentation of the work the Healthy Ageing Team are doing with and for seniors in the community. The presentation included an overview of what is available for seniors across Council including in Libraries, Sport, Recreation and Aquatics.
	
	

	3. Intergenerational project: Addressing Ageism” workshop update
	MC updated the LDG on the pilot program “Addressing Ageism” . LDG Members are still committed to participating. Council staff to inform them of the date of the workshop once finalised ( approx.. April 2023).
	Staff to inform the LDG members when the dates and details are finalised.
	

	4. General
Business
- Upcoming Mental Health Forum 
- Leichhardt Oval Master Plan 
	Council is a hosting a public Mental Health Forum in April 2023. More details to come. 
	Staff to inform the LDG members when the dates and details are finalised. 
	

	5. Transport
	Members discussed discrepancy in access to free community transport ie Some wards in Council have access to the free service, some wards only offer community transport that is run at  a cost ( external service providers). 
Discussion included the affordability issues for some residents, the access issues to public transport, and the impact this has on seniors who have financial and or/ mobility challenges. Impact includes increased isolation, loneliness and mental health risk of harm.
	Recommend harmonising community transport across the LGA, and ensure Seniors have access to affordable community transport
	

	
	
	present and share information 
	


8. Distribution of minutes and actions

Next meeting : 
Thursday 20th April 2023
6:00pm – 8:00pm
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