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NAME Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Working Group Meeting 

Location: 

Ashfield Service Centre  
Community Room 2 – Patricia Blackman  

Level – Upper ground  
260 Liverpool Road, Ashfield NSW 2131 

Tel: (02) 9799 8488 
 

Tuesday 16th April 2019, 6:00pm – 9:00pm 

 

INDEX 

1. Welcome 
Welcome to Country for the meeting and the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples 
who live, work and relax within the Inner West. 
 

2. Introductions  
Michael Deegan – CEO – in the job for 6 weeks; came from SA; wants to build strong 
relationships with communities (left @ 6.45pm) 
Allan Barnes (AB) – former MACC 
Tess Heffernan (TH) – former ACC 
Janelle Scott (JS)– former ACC 
Sue Griffiths – (SG) 
Pam Touma – (PT) 
Agnus Ware (AW)– former LATSICC 
Jenny Thomsen (JT)– former MACC’ 
Nardi Simpson (NS) 
John Staines – (JSt) 
Ben Bowen (BB)- former LATSICC & ACC 
Deborah Lennis (DL)– Aboriginal Programs Supervisor IWC 
Victoria Johnstone (VJ) – Living Arts Team IWC 
Apologies 
Robert (Bob) Webb (BW) – former LATSICC 
Jessica Staines (JeS) 
 

3. Disclosure of Interest (any conflicts of interest need to be disclosed in accordance 
with Council’s Code of Conduct) 
NIL Disclosures of Interest were tabled 
 

4. Adopting the Terms of Reference and meeting dates 
Voted  
10= yes  
0 = no  
(attachment 1) 
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5. Arts briefing (Marrickville Library & Marrickville Metro) 
Presented by Victoria Johnson  
Patyegarang Place – Marrickville Library artworks consist of  

 Front of the building on the corner of Marrickville Road & Lilydale Street is a brick-
wall on which the constellations artwork by Belinda Smith & the Aboriginal 
community at NAIDOC 2018 (Addison Road NAIDOC Day)  

 Large bright orange kangaroo will be installed in the children’s outdoor area this will 
be done by Joanna Rhodes 

 EOI for the Watertanks – to go to Aboriginal artists 
 QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION  

o How is the Aboriginal community informed? – information is spread through 
contacts from the living Arts, Aboriginal & Community Wellbeing Teams, 
Letters, Facebook, On-line, Art organisations & Interagency (Boomalli) 

o Are there opportunities for mentorships?  - Yes, and it is encouraged  
o What is the EOI process? – EOI’s are spread far and wide as well as through 

the channels listed above. Selection panel goes through the applications (at 
least one Aboriginal person (art background) will sit on the selection panel. 
One or more may be chosen to refine their design (they are paid for this). 
Then the selection panel chooses one or more artist to do the work. 

o ***As Aboriginal peoples live in 2 worlds, the document that is created should 
be Aboriginal friendly. Meaning easily accessible, not a lot of long deep words, 
easy for community/applicants to send back information. (Community wants 
Arts to make this a priority) 

o Need to plan earlier and work closer with the Living Arts Team      
 

6. Indigenous Survival Memorial update 
Presented by Deborah Lennis  
Original Councillors concept - Frontier War Memorial  

 Concept changed at the last Council meeting (Dec 2018) 
 Now calling it a ‘Survival Memorial’ – (PowerPoint attachment 2) 
 Would like to see three - five memorials go in across the LGA as it is so big  

o Illoura Reserve - Balmain East  
o Yeo Park – Ashbury  
o Kendrick Park – Tempe  

 QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION 
o Yeo Park it is felt there isn’t enough people who use the parklands to make it 

worth while putting it there (JSt & TH). Council has just invested to make the 
building at the end of the park into a retail ‘Coffee Shop’ which we feel will 
bring more people into the park for many uses.  

o What about Johnstone Creek Park – Annandale. This park is about the 
ecology of the area and is a much smaller park than this deserves.  

o Councillors at the presentation brought up –  
 Ashfield Park - too busy with so much stuff there now 
 Enmore Park - not the right setting very European styled park  

   
7. Steel Park Community Rooms update 

Presented by Deborah Lennis  
The location of these rooms is: 6 Thornley St Marrickville South  
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 The old gardeners shed located in the carpark behind PCYC and the new Child Care 
Centre – Steel Park  

 The floor space isn’t huge; however, it will take small groups of people to do simple 
activities 

 Looking to hopefully complete by around NAIDOC 
  

8. Wayfinding - Artworks & Signage 
Presented by Deborah Lennis  

 DJARRAWUNANG – Cadigal Reserve – Completed  
 BALUDARRI – Waterfront near King Georges Park – Callan Park – going in around 

NAIDOC  
 GULGAGYA – Near Hawthorn Canal Light-rail Station – going in by around July/Aug 
 MIDJUBURI – Steel Park – going in before the end of the year  
 DAMUN – Camperdown Memorial Rest Park – having issues with communicating 

with the artist  
 See further information (attachment 3)  

   
9. Reconciliation Week events and programs 

Presented by Deborah Lennis  
 Reconciliation Week – 27th May – 3rd June  
 Wednesdays for the month of May – the Deadliest Walking Group – Steel Park, must 

book-in (attachment 4) 
 Chrissy Cotter Gallery 31a Pidcock St Camperdown  

o Noel Butler Exhibition & Sales 
o Noel & Trish Butler working with children services and community to establish 

bush tucker garden throughout the LGA, including  
 Petersham TAFE 
 Early learning Child Care Centre -Annandale  
 ASC level 5  

 Pauline McLeod Awards (PMA’s) will be held at Woollahra Council 29th May, 2019  
5pm - 7.30pm 

o Theme – ‘Grounded in Truth’  
o Primary School Art Competition  
o High School Short Film Competition 
o Pauline McLeod community Awards for Reconciliation  

 
10. Website/Newsletter 

Presented by Deborah Lennis  
 Council resolution that the Aboriginal Unit looks at design for  

o Website  
o Merchandise 
o Communications  

 Looking for an Aboriginal Graphic Artist – SG has some contacts  
 Thinking about starting a Newsletter, this is mainly for information sharing 

o Frequency 
o Who should participate/write?   

 
11. Aboriginal Action Plan 

Presented by Deborah Lennis 
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 Reconciliation Action Plan 
 

o This is a document that is endorsed by a Federal Government Department 
(Reconciliation Australia), the document will then hold Council accountable to 
make all the actions within achievable 

 Belonging Plan  
o This document has been written by the former Marrickville council, which has 

very few actions and there is no endorsement, beside the Council & 
Councillors, with no reporting lines to the achievements they have succeeded 
or failed.  

 VOTE 
o RAP = 10 
o BP = 0 

 
12. NAIDOC 

Presented by Deborah Lennis 
 Koori Kids Disco – Marrickville Town Hall – will send out poster when available  
 Family Fun Day - Steel Park – will be run by AbSec with Council’s funding. – will 

send out further information when becomes available  
 

13. Other Business 
Presented by Deborah Lennis 

a. Plans of Management (POM’s) - more information will be provided at the next 
meeting (attachment 5) 

b. Grants –  
1. Club - ends April 
2. Council - available to end of June (Attachment 6) 

c. Placescore Neighbourhood Survey 2000-2010 (Attachment 7) 
d. Council will provide ‘Chair- person’ 3 hour training – Wednesday 1st May @ ASC if 

you would like to attend please let me know 
 
Meeting closed 8.15pm  
 
NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 18 June 2019 6-9pm ASC   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
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