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Item No: C0716 Item 11 
Subject: MARRICKVILLE RECREATION GRANTS 2016   
File Ref: 15/4712/81092.16          

Prepared By: Josephine Bennett - Manager Culture and Recreation Services, Marrickville   

Authorised By: Simone Schwarz - Director, Service Delivery  

SUMMARY 
Council is advised of applications received for the Recreation Grants Program 2016. Council 
received and assessed 25 applications requesting a total of $62,571 and 17 projects are 
recommended for funding totalling $30,000.

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorses funding for 17 grant applications as outlined in Attachment 1, 
totalling $30,000 for the 2016 Marrickville Recreation Grants Program. 

BACKGROUND 
In April 2013 Council endorsed the Recreation Grants Program and Guidelines (File 
(4208/23501.13) to provide financial support to community sporting and recreation groups, and 
not-for-profit, non-government community and commercial recreation organisations that offer 
recreation programs and services to residents in the Marrickville local government area (LGA).   

The key objectives of the Recreation Grants Program are to: 

promote an active and healthy community;  

increase and/or enhance regular and ongoing participation opportunities in sport, 
recreation or structured physical activity in a sustainable manner; 

address barriers to participation in sport, recreation and structured physical activity; 

build the capacity of the organisation to enhance provision of sport and recreation 
services; 

provide accreditation or training to develop the skills of volunteers to enable sport, 
recreation and structured physical activity programs to be conducted in locations across 
NSW; and 

support the implementation of Our Place, Our Vision – Marrickville Community Plan

A total of $30,000 is allocated in the 2016/17 budget and available under this program. 

The Recreation Grants Program opened on Wednesday 27 April 2015 and closed on 
Wednesday 1 June 2015. The grants were promoted through advertisements in The Inner 
West Courier, the Council Column, Marrickville Matters, on Council’s website, through 
networks such as Rec Post and existing recreation databases.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The grants will be funded from the current Culture and Recreation Operating Budget 2016/17. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
External information about the program was provided through various media, Council officer 
support was available by telephone, email and face to face as required throughout the 
application period. 
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CONCLUSION 
Council received 25 applications requesting a total funding of $62,571. Applications were 
assessed by a multi-disciplinary panel comprising Coordinator – Recreation Planning & 
Programs, Strategic Projects Officer – Access and Inclusion and two external panel assessors 
(current Marrickville Citizen of the Year and president of local netball club and a former 
representative of Marrickville Council’s Youth Council). The assessment was consistent with 
the guidelines adopted by Council including the following pre-determined selection criteria: 

how well the application meets the objectives and criteria for the grants program; 
the capacity of the individual, group or organisation to deliver a well-planned project, 
including the degree of measurable outcomes from the project; 
submission of a realistic budget;  
benefits for the Marrickville community through recreation related activities;  
previous assistance received by Council including grants and in-kind support in recent 
years;
the merit of the application in comparison to the other applications; and 
being reportable within 12 months. 

Of the 25 applications assessed, 17 applications, totalling $30,000, are recommended for 
funding as outlined in Attachment 1. Not all projects are recommended to receive the total 
amount requested, however, the selection panel believe the projects are still achievable within 
the funding amounts recommended and this has been confirmed with all applicants. The 
recommended projects represent a range of recreation experiences and target a range of 
populations identified as priorities through the Recreation Needs Research - Strategic 
Directions for Marrickville 2012 and the Recreation Policy and Strategy 2013. The projects 
take place in a range of locations across the former Marrickville Local Government Area 
(LGA). The panel noted the challenge in deciding the comparative value of each application 
and was impressed with the range of projects and service providers. 

Eight applications are not recommended for funding as outlined in Attachment 2. The reasons 
for which applications were not recommended include: 

the applications were not as strong as the recommended applications in one or more 
assessment criteria – it was a highly competitive grant round; 
suggested outcomes did not strongly benefit the local community; 
the project is still viable without Council funding; 
organisations applied for multiple grants; and 
the project did not take place within the former Marrickville LGA and/or benefit Marrickville 
residents or the project represents the core business of the applying organisation.  

Five applications were transferred to other Council Grants programs as they were deemed a 
better fit under selected criteria. 

One additional application concerning improvements to a community venue was received and 
was not eligible for the Recreation Grant Programs and referred to the relevant area for follow 
up.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Recreation Grants 2016 - Recommended for Funding
2. Recreation Grants 2016 - Not Recommended for Funding
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