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A INNER WEST COUNCIL ~ e auly 2018

Item No: C0716 Item 10
Subject: MARRICKVILLE INDEPENDENT ARTIST GRANTS 2016
File Ref: 16/5187/81088.16

Prepared By: Josephine Bennett - Manager Culture and Recreation Services, Marrickville

Authorised By: Simone Schwarz - Director, Service Delivery

SUMMARY

Council is advised of applications received for the Independent Artists Grants Program 2016.
Council received 20 applications requesting a total of $98,704 and 10 projects are
recommended for funding for a total of $30,000.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Council endorses funding for the 10 applications as outlined in Attachment 1,
totalling $30,000 for the 2016 Independent Artist Grants Program.

BACKGROUND

Marrickville Council’s Independent Artist Grants Program provides financial support to
emerging artists working in any art form who are seeking to maintain an independent art
practice. In April 2010, Council resolved to re-allocate the funds from the existing Marrickville
Cultural Festival Grants Program budget of $30,000 to support local artists to mount events
(Item C0410 Item 8 Meeting 04/10). This amount was increased by $1,500 in 2013 to reflect
CPI. In 2014 $32,500 was available to this program. In the 2016 grant round the amount
available for distribution was $30,000. Since 2013, a priority area for the Independent Artist
Grants has been set annually.

The key objectives of the Independent Artist Grants are to:

e encourage emerging artists to maintain an independent practice, exploring new ways of
working in and across art forms;

e nurture art practices that may not be readily supported by other funding institutions for
reasons such as falling outside of art form categories or being in the early stages of
development;

e  support activities which contribute to the development of the Marrickville arts and cultural
community;

e encourage excellence in the content and delivery of arts and cultural activities;

e encourage participation by and engagement with local communities; and

e support the cultural diversity of the Marrickville LGA.

The Marrickville Independent Artist Grants Program for 2016 opened on Wednesday 27 April
and closed on Wednesday 3 June 2016 at 5pm. The grants information sessions were held
on Tuesday 10 and Wednesday 11 May for prospective applicants in conjunction with the
Marrickville Arts and Cultural Grants Program 2016. The grants and information sessions
were promoted through advertisements in The Inner West Courier. They also featured in the
Council Column, Marrickville Matters, on Council’'s website and notices were issued through
networks such as Art Post and existing databases.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The grants will be funded from the current Culture and Recreation Operating Budget 2016/17.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION

External information about the program was provided through various media, Council officer
support was available via telephone, email and face to face as required throughout the
application period.

CONCLUSION

Council received 20 applications requesting a total of $98,704. One application from the
Independent Artist Grants Program was moved to the Arts and Cultural Grants Program as it
was deemed more suitable, and two Arts and Cultural Grants Program applications were
moved to the Independent Artist Grants Program. After the internal transfers of grants, the
number of applications assessed was 21 and the amount requested considered by the
Independent Artist Grants assessment panel was $90,697. The priority area for the 2016
Independent Artist Grants Program was makers in the community.

Applications were assessed by an expert panel comprising of Council's Acting Arts and
Cultural Coordinator and Team Leader Community, Culture and Events and external experts
Hugh McKid from Splinter Workshop and Clayton Ries from the Live Music Office. The
assessment was consistent with the guidelines adopted by Councils including the following
pre-determined criteria:

e projects showcase an innovative, thought provoking and high calibre creative or cultural
approach;

e the capacity to deliver a well-planned project including concept, project, plan and
experience;

e realistic budget, including all sources of project income;

o benefits to the Marrickville community and/or the artists professional development;

e previous assistance received by Council including grants and in-kind support in recent
years; and;

e the merit of the application in comparison to the other applications.

Of the 21 grants assessed requesting $90,697, 10 grants are recommended for funding to a
level of $30,000, as outlined in Attachment 1. Not all projects are recommended to receive
the total amount requested; however, the selection panel believe the projects are still
achievable within the funding amounts recommended.

The recommended projects represent a range of art forms including music, visual art, theatre,
community events, film and physical theatre and are located in a range of locations around the
Inner West LGA.

11 applications are not recommended for funding as outlined in Attachment 2. The reasons
for which applications were not recommended include:

e the applications were not as strong as the recommended applications in one or more
assessment criteria;

e applicants had received recent funding or in-kind support from Council;

e suggested outcomes did not strongly benefit the local community;

e the project is better suitable to the objectives of the Community Grants or Arts and
Cultural Grants;

e the project is still viable without Council funding;

e the project did not take places within the LGA; and

e the application was ineligible due to project timing.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Independent Artist Grants 2016 - Recommended for Funding
2. Independent Artists Grants 2016 - Not Recommended for Funding
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